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CHAPTER I. 



enlarged, and •till 

Gowns. 

TftE literature of England, of Europe, of the 
world, at any place or for any time, contains not a 
page, a volume, or a book, so migh^ in import or 
BO magnificent in explanation, as the single word 
London. That is the, talisman whfch opens the 
book of Nature and of Nations, and sets before die 
observer the men of all countries and all ages, in , 
respect both of What they are and what they have 
done. Whatever is profound in science, sublime 
in song, exquisite in art, skilfiti in manufactuce, 
daring in speculation, determined in freedom, rich 
in possessioQ, comfortable in life, magnificent in 
s^le, or voluptuous in enjoyment, is to be found 
within the precincts of that great BiibyloUi and 
there too are to be found every mewmeaat every 

Vol. I^B 
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vice, and every crime, by whicH human nature can 
be debased and degraded. 
^ Elsewhere one may contemplate a sisgle feature 
or lioeament of the great picture of man ; but here 
they are altogether and at once upon the canvaas, 
singularly blended aad even confounded together, 
but still strong, gr:^>lHC, and perfect in all their 
peculiarities. The direct contemplation of this vast 
picture is, perhaps, too great a labour for any one 
man ; and the details, if minutely given, would form 
a work from the perusal of which the most vo- 
racious reader would turn aside : and therefore a 
sketch which shall exbibic the great features, phy- 
sical And tnteHectual, must, with however light an& 
hasty a pencil it is ttiuched, be fraught with in- 
terest. 

London may be consideKd, not merely as the 
capital of England or the British Empire, but as 
the metropidfe of the world — not merely as the scat 
of a-glivernment which extends its connexioas and 
exerctaea its influftoce to the remotest points of 
the 'earth's surface— not m«rejy as it contains the 
wealth and the machlaeiy by which the freedom 
and the ^averj of aationB are bought and sold— not 
merely as the heart, by iriiose pulses the tidea of 
inteUigeoce, activity, aod cammerce, are made to 
circulate throughout every land — not merely as. pos- 
■easvng a frecdtua of opinion, and a hardihood In 
tbe «sptesaioa of that opinioO) uakaoWD to every 
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other city — not merely as tafcing the lead in every 
mforming science, and in every useful and embel- 
UiVitig art — but as being foremost and without a 
rival in every means of aggrandisement and enjoy- 
ment, and also of neglect and misery. — of every 
thing that can render life sweet and man happy, or 
that can render life bitter and man wretched. 

Considered by itself, and with oat reference to the 
power and influence of that government of which 
it is the chief locality, or of the extended ramifi- 
cations of those people of which it forms the con- 
necting link, it is a great nation in respect of the 
numbers of its people, and a mighty one when their 
weahh, their intelligence, their ffmrjuH-ftfinti, and. 
the prompt and immediate use to which all of them 
can apply their ulents, are taken into the account. 
Within a circumference, the radius of which does 
not exceed live miles, there are never fewer than a 
million and a half of human beings ; and if the great 
bell of St. Paul's were swung to the full pitch of its 
toscin sound, more ears would hear it than could 
hear the loudest roaring of Etna or Vesuvius — 
or, indeed, the mightiest elemental crash that could 
happen at any other spot upon the earth's surfiice ; 
and if. one were to take one's station in the ball or 
the. upper gallery of that great edifice, the wide 
horizon, crowded as it is with men and their dwell- 
ibgs, would form a panorama of industry and of 
life, more- astonishing than CQuld he gazed upon 
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4 BABT;X>N the (MEAT., 

£x>m .any odier point. In the streets immediately 
belov one, the congregated multitude of meo,' of 
aattnids, and of machines, diminished as they are 
by the distance, appear like streams of living atoms 
reeling to and fro j and, as they are lost in the 
vapoury diataiices, rendered murky by the smoke 
of a million fires, the sublime but sad thought of 
the clashing aud careering streams of life burrying 
to and losing themselves in the impervious gloom 
of eternity, starts across the mind. Nor is the con- 
templation of the marvels of man's mak.ing, which 
ijiat horizon displays, less wonderful than the mul- 
titudes abd the movements of the men themselves. 
It seems as if th^ wand of an, enchanter had been 
stretched out, or the fiat of a, creating Divinity had 
gone forth over every foot of the land and of the 
waters. To-day one may discover aline of hovels ; 
a month passes, and there is a rank of palaces^ 
Now the eye may haply light upon a few spots of 
that delicious green which is the native vesture of 
Old England ; but, ere the moon has exhibited all 
the phases of her brief circle of change, the earth' 
shall have been moulded into abodes for the ever- 
accumulating multitude. House after house, pa-r 
lace after palace, street after street, and s^are aflec 
square — it stretches on and on, till the eye ^ils in 
catching its termination, and the fancy easily pic- 
tutea it as every where gliding into the infinitude 
of space. 
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Throughout thia mighty .mass of human erection 
a fabric more gij, durable, and commanding than 
tbe T«tt, is ever mad anoa preienting itself to the 
eye^ and teUing to th« misd ita story of the old, <« 
its deed of the present time. The cunbroui and 
gloomy mMsea of tbe Tower, with their tarnished 
'vrdla and their mud-choked ditch, spcal alike of 
crimes that hare been perpetrated, of glories tfiM 
liave paaaed away, and of new grandeurs and new 
usuagea, that have arisci). There the oace gorgeous 
halls, in which kings issued their mandates and 
nobles bowed iht kaee, are now converted into 
store-honses for those warlike instruments which 
England widds with such power and success, when 
justice, or vengeance, or pride, Or folly, or any of 
the other incentives to, national strife, calls her to 
the battle-field ; in Aose vaults, in which Soyil 
captives have been confined, and where the blood 
of Kings has wetted the knife of the assassin, piecea 
of ordnance peacefully cumber the floor, or tha 
walls ring with neglected bucklers, and cast-off 
cuirasses -, and those courts which once were grand 
with the chivalry of England, and graced with all 
the beauty of her loftiest dames are now abandoned 
to the loitering yeoman or the solitary sentinel. 
Those neighbourmg streets too, in which once stood 
the choicest abodes of the gay and the fashionable, 
are now given up to the humblest of the people. 
Every where^ in short, in and about ttua. ancient 
B 2 
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abode of royal sute, neglect has taken place' of ad- 
miration, vulgar industry has come in die room of 
courtly sport, and. in many insnmccs si|DaJour has 
usaipcd the old inheritance of splendour. Even 
here, however, there is a lesson which is cheering 
as well as moral : the place where plou were afwe- 
time hatched, as well against the safety of the Kings, 
of England^ a* against the Uberties and lives of 
their subjects — where patriotism has been.immured 
from the light of the sun— and where blood too 
pure and ardent in its love of man for the age has 
been spilt, is now devoted to the peaceAil, the ex- 
hilarating, and the eariching labours of commerce. 
Royalty has aped westward ■^ all that is called fa-. 
shiooable in life has followed ; but old Father 
Thames stilt sweeps along bjr the Tower,' and the 
burden of his every wave, is provision to.a thousand 
of the human race. The great may shift their pl«:es 
of abode, and alter the fonns of their observances i^ 
but wberevec nature places the grand elements of] 
utility, thither will mankind throng and.prosper. 

In another place, the bustling square of the 
Elchange opens its four-fold gates, and admits to 
its wide area^ or its spacious piazzas, the enterpris- 
ing of every nation m the world. Here the Jew. , 
and the Christian, the Mahometan and the Kaffre, 
the dweller amid Lapland snows, and. he upon. 
whose in^cy the sun darted his hottest perpen- 
cBcular ray — the ottve man of the East, the sed. 
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man of the West, the black maa of the SotUbf and 
the white man pf the Nordi — all mingle in mutual 
intercourse, and racb their tuTeutionB and their 
powers as to who riiall derive the chief advantage. 
Here is an epitome of all the nations of the world, 
and <rf all the passions of man. Eagerness sparkles. 
iiL every eye — cunning grins on every lip, andevery 
acKwed and anxious form seems to proclaim, that if 
Uie owner is not to over-ieach &U the rest, the fault 
vill.be none of his. The figure of the gilded grass*. 
hopper, which floats over the whole, is no bad em- 
blem of the disparity that there is between the 
stu^edly sober and suave faces of the traffickers,. 
and Ac deep w>d, cunning macbinery which is at, 
work within. The emblem speaks of mere sporty 
song, and frisking in the summer sun ; but that over 
■which it rises is the counoil-chamber of Plutus — 
the (dace where there ia no god but money, and no. 
ecjoymcDtbut in the adding of one gain to another.. 
Not far iram this again, 

» ixraAon't CeluiOD, pmntingr to the ikde^ 

tike K Wl boUy, Kfti its he»d, snd Ses ■," 

and also, tells the truth— tells that the most de- 
structive confla^ation that ever gave to a city the 
means of improvement, afs^^that city had been 
built to a great extent, thronged with people, and 
^undant in wealth, produced no improvement at 
gji i b»|t that new city was iqade moj-e. gloomy and 
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dieerlesl than the old, inasmuch as the bmldlngs 
were made higher, while the streets were, not id- 
creased in breath. It tells another, though a 
miom- truth : it points out that one of die noblest 
specimens of merely omamentBl architecture, is' 
placed where it can ornament nothing, and where 
it is itself disgraced ; for wh^t congruity is thefe 
between a Doric column atid a dealer in sailors* 
jackets, or between a sculptured base and a chan- 
dler's shop ! Architectural ornaments, like the 
ornaments of dress, are seemly only when thty are 
in their proper places ; and this column standing 
in Monument yard, is in about as good taste and ^ 
keeping, as a brilliant star would be up<m the frock 
of a Worker anuing " black ^Mtaaonds.'^ 

Westward, high above all the neighbouring build- 
ings in grandeur as well as fame, rises the Abbey 
of St. Peter's, Westminser; the solid majesty of 
whose massy walls and heavy towers would impart 
to it a high degree of interest, even though the 
sight of it awoke no contemplation. But to this 
place, or to its imiDediate vicinity, the most iatensc 
excitement of every Englishman is directed. Hard 
by are the Courts of Law and the High C9urts of 
Parliament, for the regulation of the private and 
public affairs of the kingdom. It is there that deci- 
sions affecting the fortunes of men aud the fate of 
nations, arc pronounced ; and thence the inh^taots 
of London, of England^ and of the world} der^re 
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di« most exciting topico of their converution. Nor 
can a Briton, or even a stranger, look towards the 
A.hbey itself without a mixture of excitements, 
among which majesty, and melancholy, and exalta- 
tion, are aiogularly blended. It is true, that the 
Abbey has ceased to be the depository of those 
mummeries, which constituted its cluef interut dur- 
ing darfc, ignorant, and monkish times. It is true, 
that the modern visitor , would look ia vain for 
that lacCe Virginia, which retained its freshness and 
fluidity during ten centuries and a half — it la true^ 
that the blade-bone of St. Benedict, the finger of 
£t. Allege, the head of Sl MaxUta, and half tbfr 
jav-jKine of St. A nastasia, hftve goae to a place 
with Ins mn iv i n nri>r T iwr w— ia l tha n thr " tomb of 
all the Capulea ;" but still Acre are relics there— 
letica which will last and be revered while England 
is £ngland, and while genius is dear to man. It 
is true, that not many of the perishable ashes of 
the illustrious dead are here gathered together aa 
ia a common cfaamel bouse — it is true, that here 
there can be Utde of the idle foolery of garnishing 
monuments, or watering graTcs, by those who will 
not einulate the'deeds of them whose remains are 
within ; but it is true, there here are to be found, 
as it were the disembodied, intellectual, and im- 
mortal remains of som? of England's most exalted 
sons. No doubt those master spirits are nui^led 
with ctthers, of whom all but the chiselled stones' 
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and presumtuou's itucriptions have perished; and 
who, to a careless observer, seem strangly out of 
place among the illustrious .* but there is one ad- 
vantage even here— rs moral justice and retribu- 
tion, which terribly degrade presumption, and as 
proudly elevate worth t — there is that force of con- 
trast, which says to him whose talents or whose 
virtues wilt not preserve, that not all the bland- 
ishments of rank, not all the bounties of fortune, 
not nil the adulation of Satterers, and not all the 
solicitude of friends, can preserve the memory of 
him, who has not by the skill of his own head, 
or the streng^ of his own arm, written his own 
ftpit^ih elsewhere than in the most masnificent 
''place of flfcidb" thM ever was consecrated and 
kept sacred. Many temporary and local circum- 
stances may tend to bring within such a place those 
who should not be there, and to exclude those who 
should ; but Time, who levels all the merely mortal 
distinctions of men, corrects and renders conspicu- 
ous all those which are mental. 

From Westminster the eye glides impreceptible 
toward the present dwellings of rojalty ; and as it 
does so, the fancy steals back to moralize upon the 
Tower ; and a lesson of humility, as painful as it is 
profitable, makes One sicken of this view, and look 
for objects which, along with less of majesty, have 
lessW melancholy. But throughout the whole extent 
there are so many objects of interest, the tales 
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wluch they tell are bo numeroua, and the lessons 
vhlch they teach so fraught with reflection, that he 
vibo would contemplate the moral panotama even 
of external London, would require to devote days 
and months to the study. The casual observer looks 
^a way and that, utters an exclamation or two at 
the vavtaeas of what he sees, descends, returns to bis 
b<HDC, and the chief impression that reoiMns on hia 
mind ia — that he lias been upon the top of St. 
Paul's. 

But still, if the love of moralizing, or even the 
common reflection of man, shall happen to come , 
upon him, who stands upon this airy height, and 
view& the magnificence, the busth, and the confu- 
sion of the great Babylon beueuh and around him, 
there is one subject diat he cannot easily overlook ; 
and that is — Where have gone those countless 
I multitudes, which, during hundreds of years, and, 
for aught tb^t history tells to the contrary, during 
hundreds of ages, succeeds ooe another in this 
' most wonderful of cities ? He will look to the 
\ places of their •residence— little lowly spots of duU 
earth scattered here and there, and deformed by a 
few crumbling stones', the inscriptions upon which 
men are forgetting, or have forgotten ; and he will 
lemark ibe vast difference that there is between the 
stir and' bustle and pretence of me generation o{ 
Jiving men, and the stilly silence sad unbbtruding 
biumiUiy oi » thousand gewinKioDs Utat are now in 
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the dust. He will think of the atoiqs of oDce-ani- 
mated clay, that must be acattered through and 
mingled with eveiy thing in such a place ; and he 
cannot refrain from i manning that the present in- 
habitants ofLondon trample upon the bodies of theif 
anceators in the streets, and tenant them - in the 
houses. When the merchant trudges through the 
mire &om his ware house to his banker's, or from 
his counting>-house to 'Change, one cbmponent ^art 
of the mire that cleaves to his boots may be the sub- 
stance of a merchant of the olden time, who was as 
keen in the pursuit, and aa comfortable io the enjoy- 
ment of wealth as himself. The foot of the barrister, 
as hff runs from Court to Court, may fall upon part 
of the tongue of him after whom he copies his elo- 
quence — the chariot- wheel of the peer may roll over 
the head of the peer who preceded him— the mud 
which soils the slipper of the present beauty, may 
have bloomed in the cheek of one as fair and as 
fascinating— and the walls of the apartment where 
aldermen dine, may be plastered with those who in 
their time dtued as copiously and with as fond a zest. 
The train of speculation which this single thought 
opens up, runs into channels into which feeling will 
not look, and' which fancy fears to imagine; and 
London seems as wonderAil in the multitudes which 
it has lost, as in those which it displays in every 
shade of station, of conduct, and of character. 
The most distinguishing circumstance about Lon- 
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(ton, and the pne in which itdiTers from eveiy other 
place, is theuniversality of its character. In iu con- 
firaion of tongues, of people, and of employment!, it 
is Bidiylcm t aod hi all its attributes it is " Babylon the 
Great" Those who substitute names for ideas, and 
try to conceal to a siAind their ignorance of a sub- 
ject, say that it is inhabited by one race of people, 
whoni ^ey are pleased to denominate " Cockneys," 
and who have alt the same habia, peculiarities, and 
^stes, and all speak the same language. But, who 
are they to whom this name is given > Are they 
Knglishmcn, are they Scotsmen, are they Irishmen, 
<xr are they foreigners ? What is their rank in U£e ? 
Are they hibourers, or artisans, or artists, er au- 
thorSf or philosophers, or merchants, or nobles, at 
kings \ Do they crowd together in narrow lanes and 
blind alleys, or have they their abodes in samptuoos 
palaces ? Do they plunge into every vice that can 
degrade the human character, or do they practise 
every virtue by which that character can be adorn- 
ed ?--Thcy must be, and they must do, all these ; 
for all these, in mere shades of difference than can 
be enumerated, goto swell the confusion. c^Babyloa 
the Great. 

Their language again — is it the corrupt jargon 
ef the mob, the slang of blackguards, the sense of 
men, or die atmperiog of fops ?— Is it English with 
the accent of Wapping, of Spitalfields, or of the West 
End of the Town!— Is it English with a provin- 

VouL— C . . • 
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cial accent, vith a foreign accent, or .with that want 
of all peculiarity which dUtioguithes well*cdacatedt 
and wcU-bred .persAos in every place ; or is it the 
English language at all ? And as for die Uste— 
vrbetber is it that which characterize! Rosemary 
Lane or New Bond Street — tibat which shspea half 
a rood of ground into zodiacs before a tmdeaman^s 
box, or cherishes groves of beautiful exotics, or 
forests of apreai^sg trees, in the noble demcsnea of 
the rich and Uic elegant t 

The truth is, that it ia not any one of these ; it ia 
the whole of then united : and when any one ven- 
tures to describe Loadon by a limited range of cir- 
cumstancesjhe merely describes that by the abatrac- 
tiOQ of which London would scarcely be dimioislwd. 
When, again, one asks for a character of London, 
it is necessary to ask, *"■ Which London do you 
mean i" For if the characters be taken from th« 
appearance of the town, or tlte manners and employ- 
ments of the peo|^, then ^re arc many Londona. 
If the banks of the Thamea below Londm Bridge 
with a considerable number o( the proximate streets 
<m both sides of the River, are to-be considered as 
London — then Londtm is a seaport town* very re- 
m rksAle, for its. activi^ and its u^iness ; uad the 
people who arc f<nuid there pvtske of nearly the 
■ame character, and follow nearly the same occupa- 
tions, as thoK who inhalHt similv- places any where 
Aroi»ghout the iriud. Or, if tiieitf be. aay thing 
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pccnUar to this maritime division of the Mett-opo* 
V»», ii is that it haa a more Babylonish chanjcter, 
From the greater thnmg of foretgnerB, aod the, 
greater admixture of foreign languages. If the 
banks of ■ the River above the Bridge, and especially 
diat on the Surrey side, be taken, thcu London is 
place of smoking furnaces, diniome cnginei, and 
great roanufactAriee : if Spitalfields and Moorfields 
be taken, Lioadon ts a manufacturing town, having 
all the activity, and much of the leanness and miae* 
ry, that characterizes such places : if Doctors' Com> 
mons, then one might imagioe that the vhole busi- 
oess of life were marriage and divwce : if the esti- 
mate he taken from that extensive range of Courts 
and Chambers, which stretches from the Temple 
Terrace to Orgy's Inn Lane, then London is an ac> 
cumulation of Lawyers, and the fictions and figh^ 
togs of John Doe and Richard Roe, are employ- 
meot, focMl, and clothing. Then come the Hun- 
dreds of Drury, (he flowers of Covent Garden, and 
^he promised land of St. Giles's ; and if the cha- 
racter of Londou were to be taken from these,^ it 
would be various and vagabond — Babel, in the 
loudness and incomprehensibility of its din — but 
not Babylon in any of the attributes of real gran- 
' deur. London, aketchedafterPaU-Mall,St.James*s, 
aad St. James's Square, would be the combined 
ibode of royalty and of ruin — the dwelling of mo- 
narchs and the locality of '* HelU ;" and if one were 
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to speak of h trota the ample streets and sqmres 
which are marked oflT by Piccadilly on the South, 
and Regent Street on the East, then London would 
be the chosen and exclusive resort of genteel society. 
Thus, in its topographical distribution, London 
Is any thing which you choose to call it ; and if you 
would mention the description or employment <rf 
the people among whom you would wish to live, one 
could lay one's finger upon the map and say, " There 
shall be your residence ;" for among the ten thou- 
sand squares and streets, and lanes and courts, 
which lodge its varied inhabitants, it is impossible 
not to find one where your neighbours shall be your 
equals — similar in employments, in habits, and in 
taste, and marked by the same graces or by the same 
deformities. Be you ever so elegant, you are sure 
to be equalled, if not eclipsed ; be you ever so low, 
BO debauched or dissipated, you will find others 
who can plunge as deep and become as foul as your- 
self. If you love social gaiety, all the elements of 
enjoyment arc within your reach; and if you love 
retirement, you may be as- recluse and solitary as 
though you were in a desert. NotwtthstaR'''ng the 
crowds by whom you mustevery day be elbowed, 
you may pass through them as unheeded as you 
would be by the trees of a forest or the billows of 
the ocean ; and though in one vigorous day's jour- 
ney you might encompass nearly fifteen hundred 
thousand human beings, yet it might be possible for 
you to spend your whole life ampng them without 
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any of them so much a* asking yoor name. When 
you meet a human lace in a solhary *3d or a ae- 
eluded village, it becomei to foo an object of i&te- 
rest i it posiesacs all the charms of ratify, and the 
•ocial principle within you, which makes your fond- . 
est thoughts turn toward your fellows, prompts you 
to know the nsnfe, scan the history, and culdrate 
the acquaiounce, of whomsoever you meet. Bat 
in the crowds of -LondoQ, individual man is lost in 
the mass i— the smaU fraction which one person 
forms can scarcely be reckoned by the nicest arith> 
metic ; and therefore, though yon wonder at the 
mass, you pass by the individuals, unless something 
peculiarly splendid, gaudy, or fantastical, com- 
mands a momentary attention. 

This vast mallitude and endless variety, together 
with the undisturbed quietude in which one nay 
contemplate the whole, form the principal charms of 
of London to a contemplative mind, and take oflT 
the pain of ennui from even the most listless. In 
London there it no such thing as private scandal — 
no coteries that sit injudgment t^rao a man's private 
conduct, and no busy critics that applaud or censure 
for his individual talents or propensities : the themes 
of conversation are the characters and actions of 
Kings, and Senators, and Judges, and all manner of 
public cfaaractera— the prejccu of enterprise — the 
displays of wealth, and the productions of genius. 
The tbounads of the Babylonian popufaitioa care 
C2 
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nothing for the squabbles of individuals or of &ini~ 
lies ; tbey hold converse about the muvements of 
nations ; and all the mighty things passing in thaC 
world of which their city is at once the centre waS. 
. the epitome, occupy their thoughts, fresh and fresh 
as they are produced. 

This mighty place is at once the grand arena for 
the ambitious, and the grand sanctuary for the des- 
titute. If hope be still green, the powers still vi- 
gorous, and if the desire of wealth and of honour 
ftave not been deadened by the experiences of life, 
then London is resorted to as the place in which to 
succeed and to shine ; or, if the spirit has been bro- 
ken throughdis appointment, and the heart hasbecome 
sick through misfortune, then London is the place 
where a man may best hide his misery in oblivion, 
or forget all that he had suSered, and begin the world 
anew. Of such a place, no single or general cha- 
racter can be given i nor is there an imagination so 
vigorous, or a language so copious, as to represmt 
all its features in any single view. In the pages 
which follow, I shall note down briefly, but careful- 
ly, the impressions which the subjects treated of in 
the different chapters made upon my mind ; and if, 
in so doing, I shall (asmay very possibly be the case) 
fail in representing London as it really is, I shall per- 
form the humbler task of representing it as it ap- 
peared to myself; and, making allowance for dif- 
ferences of ability and taste, my sketch may Bot be 
entirely useless to others. 
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CHAPTER II. 

AT SEA. 

" Thete is m pktaun in ui untried vojage 
Upon th« wufe of oeeui or of lifei 

And we ffo foMh with light and buoyant spirils. 
Heedless of »I1 the wRves and atorm* of either." 

It was on a gloomy evening, in the gloomiest 
month of the year, suid a yew too in which the 
gloom was deepeaed by violent winds and prolonged ■ 
rgins, that I stepped on board the vessel, which 
" God prospering her voyage," (as the Captain 
devoutly said,) was, after the lapse of little more 
than a week, to gratify Ate wishes and the wooder- 
ings of many years, by actually landing me ia that 
great Babylon, the fame of whose magnitude, whose 
wealth, and whose grandeur, not even ignorance 
and obscurity themselves can conceal. 

Stepping on board a ship which is trimly built 
and well manned and apparelled, which is furnished 
with all that can make the passengers' temporary 
abode comfortable, which is calculated not to be 
much more than a week upon the waters, and not 
in entire day without a sight of the land, is a very 
trifing act in iiaelf ; but still it may be an act 
ftiii^ Tith the keenest interest, both on account 
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of what one leaves behind and of what one goes 
fonh to Bee. The hamlet or house in which we 
* were bom ; the daisybiinks on which we alternate- 
ly laughed and cried our infancy ; the school, where 
we imagined that the tiny knowledge of the boy 
exceeded the wisdom 6f men ; the hills and the 
valleys, where we wandcrod and caught informa- 
tion green with the' freshness and spaftling with 
the dew of Nature ; the hawthorn -tree, under whose 
shade we first learned that there are wishes in 
the hunfan .breast fonder thui those whicli youth 
bitathps i^ftir ksoiriedge ; the gr«en hillocks, which 
eootaiD our venerable parents^ or those f^nds 
whom Death had snatched from us ere time and Uk 
world had hardened either their hearts or our own ; 
tM poifits.at wbich our successes or failures in life, 
have been regitfered ; the friends with whooa we 
hsTe been happy, ay, and thje enemies who have 
sought to injure us ;i— these— these are objects from 
which dw heart of man cannot be severed without 
a thrilling of its every cord. When we turn our 
back upon the land which gave us birth, however 
humble, and schooled us to manhood, however 
severe the discipline, the tuming is something * 
more than a mere movement of the body {-—there 
are tics to burst and wounds to bind, of which none 
knows excepting he who is placed in thia shaatWD; 
and whatever be the olyest of.ilte vo^ge — be it for 
dw TtMoral of liatoaaiBSB *t tbe- graiifiw^D of 
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GurioBity, an escape from misfortune or a progress 
toward honour — the heart of a man is not in htm 
who does not feel it in every faculty of his mind, 
and in every limb of his body ; and the man upon 
whom the last wafted a4ieu or the last waved hand- 
kerchief, no matter from or by whom, makes no 
impression, is not very well calculated either for 
observing or enjoying that which lies before him. 

But this is not all: When one goes forth with a 
thirst of knowledge unquenchcd, a strength of en- 
durance unimpaired, and a capacity of enjoying 
undiminished, the hope of the future soon breaks 
through the gloom of the past, nor is it long until 
the latter be altogether dispelled. 

The evening, I have said, was gloomy ; the air 
was heavy and still, and watery cloods hung round 
and t&scured the blunted horns of the moon, which 
had that evening made her first appearance after 
a change, with scarcely more Ught in the gummy 
sty than the cold and feeble glimmer of a gloff- 
- worm. The water was without a ripple, and gave 
back the images of objects standing on its shores or 
floating on its surface, in lines as sharp and accurate 
as the truest mirror. The recent storms, and every 
indication of them, were asleep; and though the 
vessel tloated seaward with the tide, and the chores 
diminished and gradually faded from the dim sig^t, 
there was nothing to denote motion, arid, to a lands- 
man, nothing by which the gentlest breeze in th« 
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>ky or the Bmallest curl upon the waters could be 
predicted : the sleep of the elcmentB was proCouad i 
' but I afterwards found to my inconvenience and not 
a little to my alarm, that the sleep was but a mo- 
mentary refreshment, out of which they were to 
waken and arise with redoubled strength, and to 
me, at least, with unexpected and unexperienced 
ferocity. 

The glimmering moon left the sky, every star 
was veiled, and there was no light within the 
horizon, save the pale one rn the ship's binnacle, or 
now and then a fish or a marine insect lighting up 
his cold and curious candle in the deep. Having 
spent an hour below with my fellow-passengers, 
from whom there appeared little to be learned, and 
in whom there was not much to be observed, I shut 
• myself within my little atate'room, and went to bed 
with as much carelessness aitd confidence as though 
I had been in the securest castle in the land. We 
know how we retire to sleep, but we neither know 
the time nor the cause of our awakening; and in the - 
case of such an awakening as mine, it would be folly 
indeed to be thus wise. 

I was awakened about the middle of the night, - 
and the perception, to all of my senses that in such 
a scene could perceive, was of no very pleasant cha- 
racter. The immediate cause of my awakening 
was a violent plunge of the ship, which flung me 
with great violence against the beams over my bed, 
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swung the door of my apartneiit from its fasteniii^, 
tumbled tiie whole furniture of the cabm in one 
con&iaion toward my side, toned half of my fellow 
pasBcn^en, who were groaning with tickDesB, out 
of iheir sleopiag-placei, and broufj^t up a moat 
suffbcadag Boielt from the Ulge-water ; while the 
smoke of the expiring fire, now cobfiaed 1^ a tar- 
paulin and closed hatches, added to the pain anil 
horror of the scene. The dreadful tossing, the 
sulphury odour, the thick smoke, the howling <^ 
the storm, and dashing of the sea, together with 
the groanings of my companions, made all that was 
about me no inaccurate type of what is said to be 
the place of final retribotioD for sin; and if any of 
those orators who make that place the point and 
ornament c^ their oratims, bad been in my place, 
and retained or recovered their senses, they might 
have had the elements of a description far more 
powerfully terrtSc than any that their own imagi- 
aation cmiU «o^[tat. 

The plunge toward ny side was succeeded by a 
plunge toward the other ; and plunge after plunge, 
dash after dash, and lamentation after lamenta- 
tion, were repeated and ioGreased to the very ex- 
tremity of cndnniQca. Above, the waterwas darl- 
ing aa though " the wtadowB of heaven had beea 
opMKd i'^ beneath, it was roaring' as though *' the 
fJBuntaUM-of tfa« great deep had been broken up ;" 
and'3i»'die^up> worked between the two^die kept 
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creaking and cracking, as if every beam and plank 
had been about to be torn from its place and scat- 
tered in BplinterB along the tgrmoiling sea.' Fits of 
sickness, agonizing groans, and hopeless prayers, by 
turns occupied my hopeless companions, who were 
pitched from side to side of the cabin, among stools 
w)d trunks, receiving no assistance from others, and 
deprived of all power to assist themselves. 

In a short rime the sea breaking in by some part 
above us, extinguished the lamp (which till then 
possessed some little illuminating power ;) and thus 
the horror of pitchy darkness was added to the 
other horrors of the scene— or rather, the horror of 
sight was exchauged for the more dreadful and in- 
supportable horror of imagination. Upon deck, was 
the singing of the tempest through the cordage — 
more dismal than any death-song that ever was heard, 
mingled with the harsh clanking of the machinery 
and the h{41ow voice of the captain ; below, were 
the piteous yells «nd fruitless lamentarions of the 
passengers ; and every where around were asea and 
a sky, which fancy pictured as joining in feRrful,aDd 
to us final conflict. 

Sickness or terror, there Was no inquiry which, 
soon held me and my fellow voyagers mute : and 
thus I was left to those goings forth of the imagina- 
tion, which are in themselves, perhaps, more awful 
and more agonizing than even the felt and seen re- 
alities of woe. When the awe-sttikiDg ol^ect is 
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icen, we can take exact measure of its powers, and 
veknowr it to be a thing armed only with the finite 
energies 'which belong to the material world — when 
the blow is struck, if the striking be not fata!, there' 
is an end of apprehension and despair, and hope 
rise* again and nerves herself for a new endurance ; 
but when terror puts on the mantle of darkness — 
darkness through which none of the senses can pe- 
netrate, and when that darkness is on the wavy sea, - 
with the heavens raining deluges and blowing deso- 
lation— that which appals us claims kindred with the 
world of Spirits, where the powers of good and 
of evil, being unknown and inscrutable, measure 
themselves against the mind itself, and add immen- 
sity to immonalit}'. 

I clung fast to my birth; I held in my breath, 
ready to yield it to the next gust of the wind, or the 
n^xt swell of the waters ; and when each had p'assed 
over, apd the voice of the Captain speaking above 
amid the storm taught me to believe that the feeble, 
fading, and interrupted waiiings near me were still 
on this side the boundary of tjme, I almost chided 
them as evidence that the scene had not yet closed — 
that the calm oblivion of Death had not put an end 
to living moments fraught with terrors and with 
agonies to which Death himself is usually a strangci*. 
In this state I remained till a faint glimmering of 
light showed me my companions, strewed promis- 
cuously amid the furniture of the cabin, stupefied 
Vol. I.— » 
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by sickness, dripping with water, as insensible and 
almost as inanimate as that furniture itself. 

As the morning broke, the storm subsided a 
' little i and though the motion of the vessel continu- 
ed unpleasant and even violent, I contrived to scram- 
ble out of my sleeping-bold, and up the cabin-stairs. 
The companion-door was barred outside against my 
exit, and the men were bustling and running back- 
wards and forwards upon the deck. I pleaded for 
permission to cast but one look upon that sky, which 
haply I might see no more, and another towards 
those waters, in which, if they should again rise and 
roll in their anger, I apprehended that my final and 
long abode should be taken up. My wishes were 
so forcomplied with, as that I could raise my head 
through the half-opened covering, and look around 
mjs ; and certainly and gladly would I have under- 
gone- the horrors of another such night, terrible as 
they were, for one glance at the glories of such a 
morning. 

The wind still continued to blow in occasional or 
continued gusts ; and its blowing had swept away 
every vestige of those rain-clouds which, during the 
night, had made the sea and the sky appear as if 
commingling together in one deluge of chaos. The 
sea, as. far as the eye could range on eitiier hand, 
was lashed into billows, almost rivalling in height 
the topmost spar of our bark. The sun had just 
raised his disc above the ocean, and the whole mass 
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of the living and moving waters caught tenfold 
grandeur from his bcami — grandeur of which those 
who live in the lovUest places of the firm land can 
scarcely have an idea. The dells between were 
dark aa Erebus ; and the sublime and solid billows 
came out in all the softening tints of azure and 
green. The wind gave to each a crest of amoking ^ 
vapour, in which thousands of rainbows played 
their rich and enchanting hues. As the vessel 
threaded her way among these — now in the height, 
now in the hollow, now twining her way to the right 
hand, and now to the left — it seemed as though a 
viewless power was causing us to sweep onward 
among ten thousand volcanoes, each topped with its _ 
column of flame, and that exuberant Nature was 
lavishing her brightest glories where there were few 
eyes to witness and to wonder. It was the gran- 
deur of Nature herself, without a single touch of the 
handywork of man, and compared with which his 
happiest efforts were insignificant and tame. AU 
the domes that he can raise, all the colours that he 
can mix, and all the gems that be can polish, were 
as nothing ctimjtared to the sublime contours and 
sparkling radiance of that maddening and turmoil- 
ing sea. Long did I gaze upon it ; so long, indeed, 
that rny imaginadon and all my other powers failed 
me, and I half walked, half tumbled, back again in- 
to my rvsting-place. 
' In a short time the Steward, whose fears had, . 
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during the violence of the storm, kept him still and 
silent within his owo cabin, came creeping in to Hglit 
the fire, and administer such consolations and be- 
stow such comforts, as he was ablq to give and the 
passengers to receive. The consolations, to be sure. 
were not of the first class. To the an-xious inquiry, 
whether the violent weather had entirely passed 
over, he replied, in the hardest iwtes of a dialect 
and a voice which were any thing but musical i 
" Na, it '1! nae pass sac seen ; and that o't, that lias 
passed, is lookin' o'er the shouther o't, an Vm 
dreadin' will be back again wi' an awfu'cr sough ant* 
a mair deadly splash than ever." When he was 
questioned about the quantity of danger that might 
be apprehended, his responses were not a bit more 
satisfactory : " Was there any danger of drowning I" 
" Ay, there was that ; he had never sden the sea ony 
itherwise disposed sin' he ken'd it." The vessel 
was still pitching and rolling a good deal: "Was 
there any danger of its going down in arty of those 
plunges ; and if so, whether was the danger great- 
est by the bows, the stern, or either of the sidea !" 
" He didna ken — cou'dna say — ships had gaen down 
mony times wi' that fearfu' plunges; and there was 
nae doot, gin the Almighty had sae ordaint it, that 
any o' the four ways wad be a' the same." As the 
ship Btill struck against the waves with the violence 
and the noise of thunder, it was asked, , whether 
there was any danger of its going to pieces. "There 
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was oae sekcerity agains' ony thing upo' saut water. 
Muckle matr crazy ships had nae doot come to 
land } but in geed troth, mony as tight had been 
dung to splinters, and no' a soul lived to tcU the 
tale o't." 

In such words of consolatioQ as these the Stew- 
ard held colloquy with those whose hodily and men- 
tal agonies were suBficiently acute in themselves ; 
and when they prayed for this, that, and the other 
thing, he assured them that they would get it very 
iOon,but at that very moment it was not safe to 
lome at it ; and that " In a' human afflictions, by 
land or by sea, there was naething sae geed as a little 
patient resignation to the will o' the Almighty" — a 
maxim which, whatever of general orreligious truth 
might be in it, was not much calculated to sooth the 
minds or mitigate the sufferings of those tq whom 
it was addressed. 

When the fire began to burn, and the Steward had 
repacked (for it was absolutely repacking) the pas- 
sengers, and mopped the cabia-floor, the Captaia 
descended all dripping from the helm, which he had 
never once let out of his hand for ten long and 
heavy hours. He had cased himself in an oiled 
leather frock, with a great cap of the same, which, 
tied over his ears, and he looked more like a nonde- 
script animal that the- agitation of the water had 
brought up from the bottom of the sea, than the 
little, smart, hardy tar, who had welcomed us on 
D2 
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board, and invited us to partake of all his cheer on 
the preceding evening. In heart and courage he 
was, however, still the same. The fears which the 
mysterious responses of the Steward had excited, he 
did much to allay : " We had as good a sea-boat 
under us as ever swam; we had excellent sea- 
room : he had weathered fifty worae squalls than 
that, and doubled not but he would weather fifty i 
more." The last was rather au ambiguous ^nsola- 1 
tion i but complaint was useless, and so we were as 
silent and resigned as circumstances tvould allow. 
Before he retired to his own cabin, to take that rest 
of which he must have stood so much in need, he 
offered to every one of his passengers such refresh- 
ment as could be prepared ; but the expense of this 
was not great — a biscuit or two, to be laid on the 
pillow,- being all that any of us could take. 

Still, there is always a sort of hope inspired by 
seeing the principal man. When Shakspearc makes 
Richard say: "The King's name is a tower of 
strength," he makes him deliver a sentiment which 
is absolutely and universally true; for whatever 
mankind look up to as possessed of superior skill, 
power, or command, the sight, or 6vcn the very 
thought of that inspires them with courage and 
confidence. The leader of the party, the father of 
the family, the commander of the army, and the 
captain of the ship, all have a strength and a de- 
fence in their presence and countennnces, which no- 
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thing under them, however strong or however 
skilful, can upon any occasion inspire. It is the 
same senl'iment which makes men more bold and 
more firm under persecution and martyrdom for 
religion than for any thing else. The idea that they 
are in the immediate presence and service of a Be- 
ing who, by a single fiat, can quell and annihilate ail 
opposition, is calculated to excite and sustain the 
very maximum and excess of fortitude ; and he 
who thus firmly believes and feels, heeds not what 
may happen to him. 

The confidence inspired by the presence and 
words of the captain remained, (with me at least, 
for there was little disposition on my part to ask, 
and still less upon that of my fellows to reply,) for 
a considerable time after he had gone ; and, though 
the place in which I was, was both confined in 
room and cold in temperature, and, neither the 
state of my head nor that of my limbs would al- 
low me to leave it, yet I began to think it a place 
of safety, aiid compared with what it had recent- 
ly been, a place of comfort. I was even pleased 
that the storm had come upon us, because it would 
be something to tell ; and yet to whom was I to 
tell it, going forth as. I was to a place where 1 
was to be an utter stranger, and where, of course, 
no one could be interested in my fate ? Still there 
is pleaeuTC in an evil that is past; and as the 
fields are greavcBt after the rain, and the sea and 
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siy most glorious after the storm, bo hope is ever 
the brightest when it first beams upon the dark- 
ness of despair; and even the humblest of life's 
comforts, is sweet the moment after life itself has 
been in jeopardy. 

But the hopes and pleasures of life are often 
short, in proportion to the brightness of their shin- 
ing and the sweetness of their relish ; and 1 had 
not well resolved that I was very comfortable, when 
the storm called me to feelings and apprehen&ions 
of a very different character. At a call of " All 
hands on deck !" the Captain started from his brief 
repose. I heard the bolts of the companion-door 
shutting behind him ; and the heavy tarpaulin 
thrown over the light left me to the dark and con- 
jectural glimmer of the bull's eye over my little 
cabin, or the dim twinkling of the lire, now in the 
act of being stifled by its own smoke. There was ' 
a hasty calling of voices, rattling of cordage, and 
clanking of pauls ; and ere that had subsided, the 
sea and the sky again awakened their diapason 
of horror; and the wind, the rain, and the waves, 
seemed to have collected and conspired for our 
immediate destruction. The cabin was again in 
sulphury gloom j the groans and lamentations of 
my fellow passengers were more frequent and pite- 
ous i the rattling, the creaking, and the shouting, 
were dismal enough ; but they were nothing to 
the roaring of the storm above SMd raging of the 
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sea beneath, every blast of vhich must have laid 
the ship prone upon the sea, and every blow sound- 
ed as if a world had been shattered. 

' No man who has not experienced such a scene, 
the £rst time he has been upon the ocean, so con- 
fined that he could neither see what was taking 
place nor communicate what he felt, can fathom a 
state of horror equal to that in which I then was. 
An insulated thing— cut of from human help and 
human sympathy — upon the wide sea — ignorant of 
the green earth and the glorious sun — with every 
fathom above, beneath, and around me, armed not 
only with the power but with the certainty of death. 
I might have cried ; but would the winds and the 
waves heed or hear my complainings ? and who else 
could hear amidst the thunders of their voices ? I 
might stretch out my hand ; but had the deluging 
cloud or the dashing water, a hand ready (p deliver 
me? I might even call upon him, to whom the 
most heedless and worst of men call when help caa 
come to them from no other quarter ; but what had I 
done or what could I merit, that the ordinary course 
of nature should be changed for my safely, or com- 
fort J — We do not always consult Him, when we 
begin an enterprise ; and therefore we have no 
ground to expect that he will hear or help us, 
when the course or the isSue of that enterprise 
proves ad verse. Thus situated, my thoughts, wher- 
ever I attempted to direct them, came back to my- ' 
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aelf ; and ray hopes, wherever I directed them, 
were returned eiFectlesB. HeturDcd ho|||e is begun 
despair ; and mine was more than begun. 

I was neither Asleep nor awake; — nay, I may 
almost say, I was neither alive nor dead. No 
scund of human voice reached me, but the most 
feeble and agonizing sounds of wo. Between me 
and that sea, whose every billow had power to 
drown a city -or drive a mountain from its base, 
there were nothing, save a few inches of timber ; 
and the crash which that ever and anon gave, as 
it descended into the hollow of the waters, seemed 
enough to dash an earth to shivers. At every steoke 
I felt assured that the ship was so broken ; and the 
rushing of the water that followed, 'sounded as if 
the tide of death had, in all its power and alt its 
swiftness been bursting in at the fracture. 

I listened in terrible anticipation. I wished, nay, 
I prayed, that that death, which I reckoned bo cer- 
tain, would also be speedy ; and that as I had felt 
the fulKerror of the final destroyer, I might also 
feel the repose which he alone can give. At each 
return of the thundering sound, I said to myself, 
"Surely this is it now!" and at every new rushing 
of the waves, I looked wistfully toward the cabin- 
fioor, to see whether the quantity of water there had 
increased^ and also to the paly light above me, in 
the hope that it would at once start open, and let in 
'the dreadful deliverer of my tortured mind: but 
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even this sad and obtivioos hope eludes us when We 
seek for it i and we cannot die, any more than we 
can live, when such i^ our own desire. 

For two days and a night I remained thus; and 
they were times, both in the present feeling and the 
future memory, longer than double the sane tale of 
ordinary years. No language can paint them. It 
was not the violence of the storm, the yeasty tur- 
moil of the waves, or the horrible and apparently 
helpless rocking of the ship ; it was a storm of the 
imagination— a maddening swell of all the powers 
of the mind, and reason reeling to and fro, more 
devious and more helpless than any ship. Imagi- 
nation and reality were so blended and jumbled to- 
gether, that, compared with what I felt and fancied, 
madness itself had been tranquillity. All was un- 
certainty i all was doubt. I groped about me to as- 
certain if the things around me were still those of 
the world of reality and of hope, and I felt by turns 
all my own limbs, as if to make sure whether the 
form and the lineaments of man were still mine. 

I know not what was my mental occupation. It 
waa not thought ; it was not reverie ; it was not ima- 
gination ! it was as though the whole powers of the 
mind had been dashed into a chaos, and the whole 
of my disjointed and disordered faculties had drift- 
ed whither the wind listed and the wave rolled — . 
or rather, to some unknown and fearful region, where 
wind and wave, sea and sky, commingling and com- 
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mingled «ith the broken potsherd of the earth, bad 
left nothing which the judgment could conprehend, 
or upon which the fancy could dwell. 

The incidents of my past life — my joys, my sor- 
rows, my fortunes, my misfortunes, my loves, my 
hatreds— all that I might have been — all that I had 
not been — haunted me like the ghosts of the mighty 
dead ; and while I seemed of no more note, and had 
no more command of myself, than a single atom oi 
the careering air, or a single drop in the turmoiliog 
ocean, I felt as if borne upon the wings of irrcsiiti- 
ble fate, from death to death, and from anaifaibtioQ 
to annihilation. The chaos within me accorded 
well with the chaos that was without : it was ibreds 
of dreams— snatches of reality — touches of reasoD) 
and traces of madness — twinges of fear,andtnmsoE 
resignation — dawnings of hope, and dashings of dc- 
spur : I would die, and I w6uld not die— I would 
live, and I would not live. 1 was in a world of' 
shadows — a place of things which held fearful sport- 
ings upon the margin of the grave : now I was anx- 
ious that the dread leap might be ukeiv«-and anon, 
I would that I might once more revisit the sun and 
the sky, I became unconscious. 

When at length I came upon deck, I found tbt 

scene as pleasant, as the last one, of which I wa> 

, conscious below, w&s frightful. The sun was in > 

cloudless sky ; and throughout the whole norning 

horizon so angry billow curled its bead, llicre was 
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Still, indeed, a good deal of wind, and also itgood 
deal of swell ; but the wind was favourable for the 
course which we weix steering, and the ship laj^ ttea- 
dily to the sea, along which it glided with swift and 
tTeautWul motion. What a transition ! the last time 
I looked upon those waters I would gladly have 
exchanged ali their ^ories, «f, and all the floating 
werith in the world) had it been mine, for a single 
foot of Baled rock or bairen heath ; and now all 
was so sparltltng, so . swift, and withal so safe, that 
I hoped a scene of bo much pleasure would not be 
too soon over, bnt that I should have leisure to en- 
joy the sweet of that whereof I had so lately tasted 
the bitter. 

As evening set in, the coast of England, from 
which tfte storm had driven ua far to the eastward, 
appeared, high and purple with the rays of the set- 
ting sun behind it like a fringe of gold ; and as 
night fell, and the moon had also retired from us, 
we swept under the bold height and bright beacon- 
fire of Flamborough. I remained long upon the 
deek ; and as the wind' and the waves had both sub- 
Mded, and the little marine animals were, in peace, 
lighting their candles 00 the surface of the water, 
as if in mimickry of the sky overhead, I felt a 
pleasure both new and exquisite. Not the least 
portion of that pleasure was that derived from the 
new and singular motions, which the unconscious 
movements of the ship gave to the celestial bodies. 
Vofc. I.— E 
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The whole blue dome of the sky, appearing marc 
hemispherical than ever I had observed, was one 
congregated mass of sparkling luBtres ; and as the 
ship worked its way, sometimes to the rtg^t hand 
and sometimes to the Ieft,that migh^dome seemed 
loosened from its eternal fastenings, and making 
various portions of a revoluuon, sonetiiAes on the 
one direction and sometimes on the other. Occa- 
sionally my eye caught glimpses of lights across 
the deep, which reeled and revolved in the same 
manner ; and frequent shooting stars added to the 
confusion of glories. It was altogether one of the 
most delightful, and perhaps one of the most 
elevating and instructive pages that could be spread 
for man's contemplation. Our little bark, the result 
of a few months* labour of a few rude hands, at a 
distance from any solid object with which it could 
be compared— the ocean below us, covered with 
obscure darkness, and the stars and meteora in all 
their brightness, and their motion overhead, made 
it qipear as though we had bid adieu to the globe 
of the earth, and taken our sution among the mil- 
lions of independent globes that obey the fiat of theii 
Creator through the infinitude of space. 

The sublimity or the novelty, I leave others to 
decide which, made me linger long upon deck ; nor 
was it until the commander of the watch had re- 
peatedly cautioned me that I would do well to rest 
vhlle the winds and the waves rested, that X retired 
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to my birth ; and there I slid into a profound steep, 
from a reverie as delightful as my former drewn- 
ings had been dismal. Man is mere potter's clay 
or seaUng-waz, in other hands than the immediate 
ones of his Maker ; and no where can this truth be 
more clearly and convincingly demonstrated, than 
in the vicissitudes of a landsman's feelings at sea. 

I slept not long, for the storm again returned ; 
and though the return vas neither so violent ia 
itself, nor so alarming in its attributes, it dispelled 
all the pleasurable feelings with which I had re- 
tired to rest, and made me again long to be on dry 
land. We hept drifting about the whole day, with 
a wind more foul and contrary thau furious t but 
it came in gusts, and as no two of those came from 
the same quarter, the tossing had alt the disagree- 
able qualities of the preceding storm, without any 
ofits awful sublimity. Sometimes we were driven 
in one direction, and anon in that which was exactly 
opposite. One moment we were so near the low, 
flat, and green land, that one would have fancied 
the possibility of leaping ashore; anon we were 
trying upon the other tack, with nothing in our 
view except weltering waves, and vessels of various 
sizes and constructions reeling about— -some with 
one or two small sails like our own, some with bare 
mafits, and some to whom the storm had hardly left 
ft mast standing. 

What with watching and with working, our crew 
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were sadly exhausted, and a consultation was held, 
whether they should not allow the veiaej to drift 
I know not where ; but ere this was resolved on, 
the sky began to clear, the wind settled steadily in 
the north-west ; and as night approached 
gliding along with the greatest ease and velocity, 
and before the return of morning had brought 
partial return of the bad weather, we were safely at 
anchor, amid a thousand other vessels, in Yarmouth 
Roads, right under Lowcatoff — where, both in con- 
sequence of the unfavourable direction of the wind, 
and of the exhaustion of our men, we resolved to 
remain during the following day. 

As the day advanced, numberless vessels crowded 
around us, all of them more or less shattered by the 
storm ; and we could observe, to seaward of us on 
the bank, the mast-heads of several that had gone 
down in the gale. A sea life is, however, not one 
of Jong lamentation ; we were now in comparative 
smooth water, within a cable's length of the land, 
and had sustained no injury or loss ; my fellow- 
passengers crawled out of their births, the Captain 
tuned bis violin, apon which he was by no means 
an unskilful performers we made merry — merrier 
than it was possible fisr men to make on land ; and 
DOW that the danger was over, and all in so far 
accustomed to the sea, every one had a jest to play 
off at the storm ; for storms at sea, like troubles on 
land, are subjects of demion after they are oyer ; 
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and when man feels that he is again safe, he can 
mock at that which a very short time previously 
made him tremble. 

When we again got under weigh, the weather 
was as sereoe as it had previously been gloomy ; 
and as we moved along, attempting in vain to count 
the wisdmiUs and church spires on the coast, 
vessels collected every where, as if magic had 
ci/ated them out of the waves ; and as each spread 
out all the canvass it could stretch, the sight was 
most spirit-stiring, and gave me a more exalted 
notion of the commercial enterprise and commercial 
wealth of .England, than I could have acquired by 
any odier means. Even while the estuary of the 
Thames was so wide as that the one shore was but 
dimly and the other not at all discernible, it re_ 
quired continual watchfulness lest we should run 
against any of our companions on the sea ; and 
when we came into the narrow reaches we had 
absolutely to elbow our way as a man has in passing 
along a crowded street. The number of vessels 
which we saw or passed in the course of a single 
day could be little short of ten thousand. It is true, 
that they had been collecting in all the neighbouring 
porta and anchorages during ten days of one of 
the most violent storms that ever was known in 
those seas j but still they were the collection of only 
ten days ; they were all loaded with merchandise, 
and all bound for London. 

E2 
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One would naturally have supposed that a fleet 
»o numerous, with cargoes bo varied and so valua- 
ble would have coiuprised the whole of the vessels 
in the trade, and glutted every market even in the 
metropoKa. But as we came nearer and nearer the 
city, I fomd that such » calculation would have been 
wholly erroneous. For several miles, both banks 
of the river were thickly wedged with ships, which 
doubled rank upon rank, and closed file upon file, 
as we advanced, till the whole surface was literally 
paved with them, and the working of our alow and 
etnuous course equalled in difficulty, and resembled 
in appearance, one struggling for passage along a 
crowded street. In comparison with the whole, 
the coming fleet, which had so strongly excited my 
astonishment, was not more than a single drop in 
the bucket; and when I looked upon all the craft 
for the movement of merchandise upon the waters, 
and all the piles of dusky building for its reception 
upon shore, I could easily conceive that all the 
riches which 1 had seen in motion the preceding 
((ay, would sink as viewless and as effectless into 
the incomprehensible stores of this mighty mart, as 
a pitcher of water would do into the ocean. 

*' And is this London 1" said I to myself. " Is 
this ihat scat of British power — that chosen resi- 
dence of all that is rich and gay and splendid— that 
mightiest mistress of the world, that draws wealth 
both physical and intellectml firem every Btgion of 
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the earth, and which gives law and example and 
impulse to the natiops !" I looked upon the brick 
houses and wooden hovels, the amoving furnaces, 
and ^c dark and dingy gates and engines, of which 
1 could catch glimpses amid the intervals of ships : 
they seemed poor, little, and insignificant. I. en- 
deavoured to look beyond, and get a glance of 
buildings of choicer architecture, and more metro- 
politan character, rising terrace after terrace, and 
line after line beyond, att one may find in some 
other places ; but, if there were any such, the cur- 
tains of oblivion were ^rawn upon them — m fog, 
which had all the darkness, and apparently much 
of the solidity of those mountains which admit of 
no cultivation, and aufier no change, seemed per- 
manently filed upon each side of the river, with its 
base reaching almost to the edge of the water; 
and all that was visible had the appearance of 
nothing else than a paltry appendage and coove* 
nience to that which was floating around me. I 
mi^t have even doubted whether the water itself 
was not, like all else within my view, a thing of 
human creation. The late rains in the upper part • 
of the country, and the recent agitation of the water 
to seaward, had worked the river to the cohmr, and, 
as it appeared, almost to the coniistency, of mortar. 
A» the larger vessels crept, and the lighter ones 
akinnned idong its surface, it did not rise in gkBsjr 
folds, «T bnak wvRy ia glittcriog pearls, as bad 



.,c,l,;cd:t Google 



44 BABYLON THE GBEAT. 

the waters which I had aforetimcB seen. Its dull 
undulations were like those of brass in the cru- 
cible ; and it had been no great stretch of imagina- 
tion to feel more apprehension of being burned than 
wetted by .contact with it- 

I. will not say that this is the most impressive 
approach to Babylon the Great— I will not argue 
that this congregating of the men, the ships, and 
the commerce of all nations — that this confusion 
of the water with the land — this reeling to and fro 
—this din — this duskiness — this discord of order 
and activity (if I may so name that which is inex- 
pressible,) — is finer than a bird's-eye view fronn 
the little hills on the north or the south, or than the 
royal gardens, the parks, and the palaces, that first 
present themselves to a visitor coming from the 
west: but this I will say— that I never met with 
a scene so completely wonderful in itself— ao 
wholly without the precincts of former experience 
— so beggaring to language, and so baffling to ima- 
gination. "This is old father Thames, in the over- 
whelming wonders of his wealth, and those ships 
•and warehouses contain the stimuli or the rewards 
of those persons which have made England the 
Queen, and London the jewel, of all the world." 
Thinking thus, I. stepped on shore, anxious to 
escape from such a Babel of excitements, in which 
there was no single point or single object that tower- 
ed^er the rest, to draw and to rivet my atteotioii. 
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Id such a place reflection has nothing to do : it is 
the region of mechanical dexterit}' and mechanical 
drugery. You look upon it as upon snov-flakes 
reeling in a wintry day — it is wonderful in itself, 
but it contains nothing upon which the eye at the 
mind can repose. 
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CHAPTER Iir. 



GENERALITIES. 

When jou bwe known the cuioiu of the winds 

Tbat nreep.uKl of the rains Ibit pour, o'er Albion; 

Defined by Geometry the shape that clouds 

Must every day issume, told the eipretsion 

Which every face must wew, set bounds td thought, 

Sud " Hefe discovery can no more," and fis'd 

Each man's achievements the next thouiand ycin ; 

Why then, but not till then, you may attempt 

Aponnuture of Lobdob. It is Babel, 

In greatness, in confusion, and in change j 

But yet there's order in it, MS. Foiui. 



From whatever part of the world a man may 
come, or however he may be prepared by former 
experience, London will be to him a six months* 
wonder at the least, before he can analyze any of 
its parts, or understand any of its peculiarities ; 
and diose ridiculous opinions which are abroad in 
the world — some making it all wealth, others all 
poverty; some makhig it all enjoyment, others all 
labour and misery; some making it all knowledge 
and intelligence, others stamping it with gross ig- 
norance of even the most prdinary occurrences of 
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nature ; some making it all scrambling and grasping 
and panting after gain, others makiog it all squan- 
dering and dissipation ; some making it the only 
place where a man may thrive and prosper, others 
denouncing it as the high road to ruin ; some ap- 
pealing to it as the very fountain of liberty, libera- 
lity, and political intelligence, and others as the dead 
weight which oppresses England, and at second 
liaad enslaves the world ; — these, and all of simi> 
lar description, for no one can almost sun up their 
number, and which agree in nothing, except that 
each is false and partial as respecta the whole, 
though true, perhaps, of some part, ought to be 
put aiiide, if one is to have any correct notion of 
this wonderful place. The fact is, that it is each 
and all things by turns ; and when one would de- 
scTibe it as being thus or thus, he tells not what 
London is, but merely what haunts himself fre- 
quented, and what company he kept while there. 

Some small man of the provinces — some starv- 
ling Itttiraire of a corner, may find his way to 
London in the steerage of a vessel or on the top of 
a suge-coach ; ai}d after having gaped and woodered 
at two or three public buildings, dined half a dozen 
times at cheap uverns, squeezed himself into all 
the theatres in succession, and wondered that no- 
body took the least interest in the small tales or 
smaller scandals of his little coterie at home, may, 
and very often does, return back again, and amuse 
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persons of his own calibre with a diatribe against 
cockney ignorance, cockney vulgarity, or cockney 
prejudices. But if the question were brought home 
to him— if he were required to define what it is that 
he means by those convenient words, it would uni- 
formly be found that he were about as wise respect- 
ing the real merits and character of London, as 
though he had never seen it. 

A man who had seen no other animal than a 
donkey, would be about as well qualiRed for writing 
a treatise on the character and habits of all the 
Mammalia ; or one who had heard no sound sweet- 
er than the braying of that musician, would be just 
as weH qualified for writing a general theory of 
music and musical criticism, as on« of those Bying 
observes (and their powers of observation are gen- 
erally as vitiated as their experience is limited) is 
qualified for giving even a guess at what London is. 
If the man be honest and in his senses, and not 
wholly overcome by the magnitude and novelty of 
the place, London may have the feature which he 
describes ; but then it has so many thousand features 
besides, that Fluellen's identity of places, by *' t 
river at Monmouth, and a river also at Macedonia," 
is perfection compared to it. 

It may be said that, with this consciousness of 
the difficulty — the impossibility — of the subject, it 
is presumptuous in me to write a single line respect- 
ing it ; and I do admit that if I pretended to give 
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aa express snd general image, I should be profetB* 
ing that which neither myself nor any other iodiri- 
dual can sccompllsh ; but still I have observed a 
few poiots — made the observation of them a busi* 
ness and a study — gone about that without any 
overwemiag admiration, any inveterate prejudice, 
or any gromid of bias the one way or the other. 
Thus my views must have freshness, if not force, 
because I have made them unassisted, and from the 
originals ; and if they have not truth of represen- 
tation, I daifflfor thematleasthonesty ofintention, 
— and if what I write shall fail of being interesting 
to the reader, it is assuredly not because I have 
been indifferent to the subjects about which Z write. 
The first thing that struck me; and as I should 
suppose strikes every one upon the first beholding 
of &is Babel, is the total insignificance of single 
persons and single objects ; and perhaps the morti- 
fication produced by this feeling thzown back upon 
a man himself, is the reason why there is, in some 
of the vainer provincial towns and cities, a disposi- ' 
tion tounderrate — absolutely to calumniate, the me- 
tropolis for their own glory, and for that of the 
plaee vidiich diey have chosen as the idol of their 
admiration. In even the largest of our provincial 
places, there are always individuals, loitering In par- 
ticular streets or particular comers, who are almost 
as mudi of fixtures as the pavement upon which 
ftey stand or the buildings against which Uiey lean ; 
Vol. J. F 
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and the inhabitant is either very humhle^ vel^ 
vortfalesB, or both, who cannot command a few 
bows and recognitions from these animated posts: 
in London, however, there is no such thing— the 
crowd sweeps along like a torrent; you cannot 
pause to gossip, for if you go not willingly with it, 
it will bear you along whether you will or not. 

You meet with no yawning idler, no curious quid- 
nunc, no peeping inquisitor into your own private 
history, or into any other private histories of which 
you may have the keeping. No doubt there are 
idlers, there are qaidnuncs, and there are virtuosi 
of small slander in London as well as in other places ; 
but they form no feature of London, they come not 
abroad into the streets, and they neither arrest the 
steps nor disturb the thoughts of those busy crowds 
which are every where reeling around you. In yom 
provincial town people run in all directions, and are 
occupied with one single topic which they toss 
about like a hand-ball ; but in London the case is re- 
versed—many men pursue the same rout, but each 
is busied with his own speculation, and as he knows 
not the persons by whom he is elbowed, he of course 
never thinks of communicating it to them, or in my 
way disturbing them about it. 

If any man be seized with an overweening con- 
ceit of himself, impressed with an idea of his trans- 
ccndaot importance or value to socieQr, London 
will cure him, if his cure be not all the more despe- 
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nte. The pursy provincial, who takes upon him to 
insult his neighbours because he happens to possess 
a few thousand pounds, becomes a mere cypher la 
Cornhill or Threadneedle-street ; the provincial 
bashaw, who ranges the whole village with his equi- 
page, is outshown upon the Drive by a slopselleror 
de^cr in old books ; and the Adonis who conquers 
and then abandons half the fair in a remote coun* 
ty, cannot in Bond-street distinguish the fine gen> 
tleman that the tailor made from the tailor that made 
Mm, and thus he is humbled in Ae sight of both. 

This tendency to restrain within narrow limits all 
the adventitious grounds of human vanity, and to 
drive man tiack for his notorie^ upon that which 
belongs to htm as man, is one of the most valuable 
ieatures in the character of London. It gives a man 
fair play, clears the arena for him, and so places 
him, that if he does not triumph the fault is wholly 
his own. Each individual feels that he can make 
BO figure without the actual possession of those 
qualities to which he pretends ; and that even then, 
if he is not courteous and polite, others will be, and 
desertion and neglect will be his fate. Accordingly 
diere are, among the trading and mercantile popula- 
tion of London — who though they do not consti- 
tute what is called " the world," or make any very 
great show as individuals, yet have ihe principal 
share in stamping the permanent character of the 
place— a greater share of urbanity and politeness, 
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than among ^e same class of persoas In any other 
part of the .world : the same politenesa detccnds 
even still lower J and a stranger never gets an un- 
civil answer or a piece of wrong information in the 
streets of L»ndbn, even from the poor wight who 
picks up his living by sweeping a crossing* You 
may meet a man who would beg of you, and very 
possibly with one who would have no great com- 
punction at stabbing you, if he could meet you at a 
£t place, or who would attempt to pick your pocket 
any where ; but still, though he be thus zealous in 
his profession, good or bad, once ask the wty of him, 
or any other question that he is able and that it is 
reasonable for him to answer, and you have year 
reply with the utmost candour and fideli^. Evea 
those unfortunate females, whose puaisbmeat isj in 
all cases, greater than their crime, and who, in by far 
the majority, are the victims of their own credulity 
and of man's cruelty, have the air of a wild and de- 
solate politeness about them — a cerUin wreck both 
of feelings and of charms, worthy of a better fiHe, 
which comes aci-oss- the. nund with a touch of regret 
and forgivmess, never inspired by the sight of the 
same class of povons in less cultivated and polite 
pUKes. Those persona do let pasters by know what 
they arc, but still, if modesty and politeness can bti 
ttt all predicated of those poor outcasts, they are 
modest wid {x^ite ; and notwithstaodiag all the de- 
menting and demDraKzing circumatinceH to wlueh 
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they are exposed, they have ttill die bearing of w6- 
men, aod even, in a greet measure, that of ladies. 

Every vhere, indeed, throughout the thronged 
streets of the 'Great Babylon, and vihile the conlu- 
sion of tongues, and indeed of all aoiies that you 
can imagine, are rending your ears to pieces, you 
cannot foil to remark that each is for some purpose. 
There may be idlers in tibe streets of London, and 
there always are persons in those streets going 
about for worse purposes than mere idleness ; but 
still, the whole has an air of occupation and activity 
quite peculiar and astonishing. There are no half- 
employed shopkeepers yawning at the dow, no 
maid-servants gossiping, or children playing in Ae 
streets — every one who makes a noise, or solicits 
attention there, does it with a view to profit ; and 
if dure be listlessnesB and loitering, these are con>- 
fined widiin doors. 

Every where too you meet with that perfect 
frankoess and civili^, to which I have adverted, 
and which, «b it is the result of frequent casual ' 
intercourse, makes that intercourse pleasing. But 
if you have come from a little society where ex* 
tcmal courtesy is the sign of cordiality of hadV 
you will be sadly out in Babylon. The Babjlio- 
aian smile, and bow, and welcome, are the genwie 
smile, and bow, and welcome of the counter. 'Tht^ 
are levelled not at you, but at your pursr^ The 
nan Taroiahea hit spoech for thc'iame p'tfriOBC iiaX 
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he varnisfaea his sign-board, and arranges his ^iks 
just as be iTTanges the goods in Kia shop-window — 
for the purpose of attracting customers ; and he 
-who is so rerji fair with you in the purchase of 
whit you requice, and so polite whea you are pay* 
Ing htm for it, cares no more for you . than the 
gowD or the gallipot upon his shelves, and would 
lo^ with all the complacency in the world upon 
yoQ taking the air upon the little platforin in front 
of Newgale. 

The constant attention which every man in Lon- 
don must pay to his own trade or profession, and 
dte great ctmcentration of his Bttention and £eelings 
towards htmself, that arises from continually com- 
ing in contact with bo many persons whom be does 
not know, and for whom he does not care, except 
in the way of hustness, destroys all those little links 
of feeling and touches of the heart, which are found 
in smaller socieUes. No doubt, many of the 
roUE^eesses, are p«tisbed off; but the shiaing fa- 
eettes — those glowing little discs which let out 
the iatemal lustre of the character, are destroyed 
abmg with them. Suavity there is much, and 
•oavity, to one's heart's content, of any description 
lha«may be desired ; but while aU the blandish- 
aacntt of U£c,«nd all the co«forts of animal ezist- 
-CQce, are fuU aad free, the heart lies dead, cold, 
tai caUooiiandanudaU tbe«zctUAf dW'WCM^d'a 
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pleasures and comforts, that which really toakes 
man man, aad life life, is no where to be foumL 

Ifyoubeable to do for youTMlf-— or rather if 
you be aUc to do f<»' others, that which is esteemed 
by them, tbey will receive yoor services with moie 
respect, and reward them with more liberality, than 
you can find in any other place ; and if you cone 
properly recommended to thenf in difficult, or dis^ 
tress, diey will in all probabUity be more indulgent 
to yoo in pecuniary forbearance, and more liberal 
in racfc alms-givisg, thui any other people with 
whoB you can meet or associate ; but you cannot 
help feeling that all diis, however necessary, pruse- 
wortby, or durable, it may be in itaelf, wants the 
master-cbarm of socie^ : it is all a matter either ' 
of common bargain and sale, or of the overflowing 
of great weal^, which the giver bestows without 
care, as be has it in abundance j bat if you seek for 
tbe sympathy of the heart you are astonidwd to 
find that the thing is not so much as known. 

Ift lAm way, there is not a more libffal race than 
that mass of merchants, in whatever wares they may 
deal, whtcfa make up the permanent dioBsands of 
Leaidon j but still all their noticms partake of the 
attificid natare and system of die place, and arc «> 
itr removed from lit* genuiae aad tmsofdiistieaiBd 
feelings af hiiiin beings, as tha lioes of dust and 
of brick are from the ronuuttk duplays of VUtOut 
hoteU m WMds Hid viUi. 
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So many causes combine to produce this effect^ 
that they among whom it so necessarily and so ge- 
nerally exists, aie not to be blamed for it. That 
the dweller in Babylon has not the same warmth 

■ of heart, the same impassioned love of friendship, 
and the same dispcnition to be in all the turns and 
vatieties of life, through weal and vo, your warm 

'brother, as the inhAttant of the lonely provincial 
village in which you were born, is no more his 
fault, than it is his intrinsic merit and virtue, not to 
pry into your private character and affairs, and oot 
to slander and backbite you, as the other is but too 
apt to do. Life in the countty is a life of passion 
and close conncKton, and you get attached to those 
who live near you from long and daily association. 
Life in London is, on the other hand, life in which 
those little ties do not exist — because there is 
neither use nor room for their operation. About 
all things in the country there is that idea of per> 
maneace, without which friendship or hatred never 
takes firm root : one has hills, and fields, and streams, 
and foreats — tbinga which are made to outlive man ; 
and all one's projects and attachments are apt to 
borrow a trace of their durability. In London 
again one looks upon that which is in continual 
motion and change ; and in such a contemplatitni it 
is difficult, if not impotsible, for the mind to fix 
itself. 

£rcD a4iiMttiDg that t^ere were ijte disponti^Qj 
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chere is not in London the nwaos, or even the pos- 
sjbili^, of that mixtng up of pisaiont with the 
buoiacas of life, vhich pves to the society of .other 
places its choicest sweets, its most disagreeable 
bitten, and all those peculiarities, which make it a 
sometlung which you can cbatacterize and delineate Jk 
as one. The whole of one's time would be insuf- ' 
ficient br ao^uiriDg such a knowledge of even a 
small number of thoae with whom one meets and 
does basineaB,as would enaUe one to judge whether 
ih^ ought to be made friends of or not ; and 
therefore all the in(|uiry which is needful, and 
indeed practicable, U, whether they have the dis- 
posUifHi and the abititj to fulfil thtsir pecuniary en- 
gagements. 

It has been mentioned as a sort of libel upon the 
Babylonian character— a sort of mark of the beast — 
of Mammon, indelibl}- imprinted upon them — that 
the vorda ^^ a good man," do not apply to the 
goodness of the man himself, but to the character 
which his banker is able to pve of hiiu ; that " a 
good man'' is, in reality nothing more or less than 
a good purse ; and that if the. possessor were John 
Doe or Richard Roe, or even Aldgate Pump, be 
would be just as good as though he h&d the talents 
of a Bacon, the pluUnthropy of a Howard, the 
manliBcss of a Burdett, the calm judgment of a 
Lmd EldoD, or the indubitable sincerity of a 
Lirerpool. Now, so far from being any thing 
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uniBs, this is u> much a matter of eourse and ot 
necessity, that one might as 'well quarrel wi& the 
magnrtude of the wealth of London, or with the 
Arong of people that are continually crowding to 
and from it, as with this its peculiar and charac- 
Ifeteristic definition of tha value of a man. It must 
not be lost sight of (and if carefully kept in view it 
will throw light upon some of the general features 
of Metropolitan society) that London, as London, 
has nothing to do with the private worth and private 
character of individuals. If a merchant be an in- 
telligent, a kind, and an honourable Hum, it may 
be all the better for die inmates c^ his country box 
at Balham HiH or Clapham Common, biit it signi- 
fies not a single farthing upon 'Change ; and if be 
conduct himself with propriety, pay his way, and 
be civil to those with whom he meets, his associates 
at the tavern or the club-room will care just as 
Uttle. If he is ** a good man" in all circumst«icea 
and matters where they come io contact with him, 
it is no matter what he may be in those of which 
they do not hear ; and though in consequence of 
this circumstance, many may mingle in respectable 
society, who have abstractly no great title to be 
there ; yet it is equally trije that many are saved 
from' losing their caste in public, and the means 
of retrieving themselves from occasional errors, by 
the ve^ry circumsUnce of their private affairs being 
1»pt oiU of view. Thus upon the, whole, the ad- 
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vaatagci and dintdvuitsges, to fu balance etefa 
other, that it is much safer to say that, in this its 
most remarltable characteristic, London society is 
different from the society of sm^ler places, than 
that is either belter or worse. In a soMlleT place a 
man is loawthing independent and of himself, he 
connects himself as it were with the histmy of hik 
locality, his character and conduct are prirate pro- 
perty—in every body's mouth where he lives— 4bey 
go upon the record after his death, and if he happen 
to be conspicuous either for virtues or for vices, for 
talents or fox fdllies, his place stands empty, for a 
time, and pe<^le either long for him back again, or 
are glad that they are rid of him. In London, on 
the other hand, however high or however low — . 
however famed or however notorious may be the 
individual, his individuality goes for nothing i he 
feels all along that he is a part of something— <tf 
something so vastly greater than himself, that it 
completely overtops him ; and therefore he is driven 
to the mere gratification of his passions and ap> 
petttes, as the only enjoyment that life can afford. 
He is anxious to (east upon all that he can while he 
lives ; because he knows full well that when he is 
gone, another will take his place the next day, and 
ere the sun has twice ^rdled the world, the interest 
wluch he has emtcd will be among the things that 
are unheeded 
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CHAPTER IV. 

JOHN DULL. 



led^buUiUd of ■ ve>r iawotMit temMr ; but then be is vefy 
apt to quairel with bit bert friend^ eapeoUlIr if tiiej prctend 
ta.g(iTeTD him: if jouflatteFhim,joamay le»dhiin like * child. 



Althougb Ac dmrader of num ia ^ Great 
Bal^lon, be as Babylosisb — as confiised and con- 
, foowled «s Bay tbmg about it — although it be Jeir- 
iih in one quarter, and Gentile hi anotiier — al Aough 
in one aocie^ you sball hear the purest English, in 
a second the broaden Scotch, in a third the famrd- 
est Irish, in a fourth French, or Spanish, or Oer- 
OMB, or Italian, and in a fiffli a language whidi haa 
not yet been admitted into ^e most polyglott of 
all die 'Vocriiabuwft— ^diou^ the forms and tcai- 
turas correspond — here the cadaverous bees, jel- 
ly-looking eyes, satyr mouths, and cold cunning 
exprenion of the circumcised remnant-^diere llie 
bland broad faces, blue eyes, and determined but 
nnapeculative air of genuine England — in one 
place the winking grey opdcs, solemn faces, and 
cautious nuen of the pawky Caledonians — in an- 
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jthcr the ferret eyes, and poinud and p'uckered ftice 
of Htbemiaf screwed up as if ^Veiy tnusdc of it 
Yrere bran dishing a shillelah — and ia teany olhet 
phcca, beings that can claim physiognowlcal kin- 
dred with no definite and pure race of meU bt oF 
monkeys in the world, bllt who seem to have beeii 
generated of i\it mud in the Tha'tBes, i>t ftie fog up- 
on its banks ; — though yba meet with all this, zttA 
meet with it in every degree, and in every blinding ; 
yet still it is true, (hat for the grand constituent 
parts of this confusion of characters, and of fiices, 
you must look to England, to Scotland, snd to Ire- . 
land; — to England in an especial manner, because, 
as ia the case with eveiy country, England stampi 
more or less of her own charactef*, not only upon all 
who are bom within her boundaries, but upon 3& 
who reside there for any considerable time. In 
order, therefore, to furnish one clement whereby to 
judge of the Metropolitian character, or rather to 
comprehend some of the pecufiarities which will 
come out in the subsequent detached sketches, it 
wiU be necessary to notice a few of the leadingfca- 
lures of John Bull, and also to hint at the changes 
diat are produced upon them by the disturbing in- 
fluences of Sawney the Scot, and Pat of the Sister 
Kingdom. 

Before doing ftiia, it is worthy of remark, that the 
Scottish influence is chiefly felt in the City, it . 
Kerns thathy an invariable law of their nature, 
Vol.. l^G 
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Irishmen consider idleness as the true criterion and 
badge of a gentleman ; and as every native of that 
country is a gentleman, vhether he happens to have 
wherewithal to cover the rearward of hia gentility or 
not, comparatively few of the natives of the Green 
Isle mingle with the merchants of the City. Such 
of them as have got litdc or no education, and that 
comprehends by far the greater number, are gentle- 
man day-labourers ; and the rest we gentlemen per 
ae. If they could come to the enjoyment of mer- 
cantile wealth by -a coup de main, they would like it 
well enough; but they cannot settle down upon 
Aree-footed stools, and bend over desks and ledgers, 
during the time necessary for their noviciate. 

This, however, is just the thing for a Scotsman. 
His desire of getting to the top of the tree is to the 
full as strong ; and though his hopes be not soar- 
dent and extravagant, they are more constant, and 
so make up in time for what they are deficient in 
momentary intensity. The Irishman skiga and leaps 
like a squirrel ; and when, as very often happens, be 
loses his hold, down' he souses in the mud on the 
other side, soiled, if not crippled ; aad he has to k- 
cover himself in a varie^ of idle gambols, before 
he can attempt another leap — which has every 
chance of being as unsuccessful as the former. The 
wary Scot, on the other hand, singles out his tree 
with great care ; sees that it is vigorous, so that it 
may last; strong, that it may hear him; and firmly 
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rooted, so that the Btorms of accident may not blow 
it down. He takes care too that the lowest brancbea 
shall be completely within hia reach, and that there 
is a succession of tough and convenient ones for 
making his ascent quite secure. He begins at the 
very bottom, examines every twig before he will 
trust himself to it, and never moves one foot till be 
be certain that the other is firm. Others who sat 
more ardent and less cautious, scramble past hin* 
and are apt to jeer at the wily slowness of his pro- 
gress ; but he never minds them — he climbs away, 
patient and persevering; and when they are tumb- 
ling (town, and he still climbing up, it is his turn to 
laugh, and he does it, and that heartily. 

This admirable adaptation of the Scotsman for ad- 
vancing in mercantile pursuits, his extreme docility 
to fais superiors, the comparatively little upon which 
he can make himself appear respectable, and his 
constant endeavours to set his sails to every wind, 
have not only thronged the counting-houses of Lon- 
don with Scots clerks, but added Scots partners to 
most of the firms. But still, notwithstanding the 
numbers and the influence of those personages, they 
have not attempted to stamp a genuinely Scots cha- 
racter even upon that portion of Metropolian society 
of which they -form so large a fraction. The very 
qualities which render them the best servants of 
their employers, at one suge of their progress, and 
the moat efficient associates at another, dispose them 
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also to ape the manners and imbibe the taate of tho«c j 
about then. Besides, t^ey Snd that none of those | 
matters upon which the very highest value was set i 
in their own couatry, is of the least consequence in i 
thM to which they are come. Their small feudal 
connexions — the boasted relationship to some un- 
shaven proprietor of two or three barren moun- 
tains — the legendary accounts of two or three mar- 
vellous men, of whom nobody out of Scotland ever 
heard— the puritanical sobriety in which they were 
educated, and the parsimony in which they were so 
industriously trained — have no counterpart, and find 
no sympathy among the speculative and luxurious 
people that they now meet. Thus they gradually 
lose that character which they brought with them ; 
atid though they never acquire the real and decided 
characteristics of John Bull, they put on as much 
of the appearance of them as makes them pass, , 
if not for Englishineu, at least as something, very 
different from entire and unexported Scotsmen i and 
hence, whatever of Scotch, of Irish, or of foreign 
is discoverable, ia London, is to be considered not 
aa a primary, but as a secondary quality, of London 
maanera ; and though the wards be many and iiltri- 
cate, the only key by which there is even a chance 
of opening them, ia the character of John Bull. 

The imprint upoa John is as deeply stamped as 
upon a Greek medal ; and wherever you find bim, 
whether in Loodoa or Calcutta, whatever be his 
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rank, and whether he commands or obeys, he never 
can be mistaken. Every where he is a bHint matter- 
of-Fact sort of being, very honest, but cold and re- 
pulsive withal. He has the solidity of a material 
sub&tance all over ; and you can never fail to observe 
that wherever^he is, or with whoever be associates, 
John always considers himself the foremost man— 
nor will he take an advice or a lesson from any body 
that previously gives him a hint that he needs it. 
Wherever he is too, yoo can perceive that his own 
comfort — his own Immediate personal comfort, is 
the g^nd object of all his exertions and all his wishes. 

John Bull, if he thinks there is any chance of 
making a profit by it, will bargain with you at first 
sight ; but before you can make an intimate of him, 
you must court him as you would a lady ; and even 
then, if you be romantic in your friendships, you 
sooD discover that his friendship, like the love of a 
coquette, is not much worth the having. He gives 
you cold and polite civility before this courting, 
and he has not much more to give you after. Iliere 
is such a mechanical formality, and such a frank 
avqwal of that selfishness which other people may 
feel just as strongly, but which they arc more care- 
ful to conceal, that you do not enjoy the luxury of 
an Englishman's feast with halt the zest that you 
would a handful of dates with the Bedouin in the 
desert. 

But while he is thus the coldest friend that you 
" G2 
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can imagine, he is the saf<;st neighbour, and the most 
feir dealing. and generous enemy: while he keeps 
his own castle Itke a bashaw, he never thinks of 
iqvadiog yours. Comfort— mieaoing thereby the 
capacity oE purchasing whatever he thinks will ren- 
der himself snug, and independence^-that is, feeling 
that he can do whatever he wishes, and say what- 
ever he think* — being the grand objects with luin, 
- he cares not a straw for those adventitious and 
perhaps ideal distinctions that so much plague the 
r^st of the world. His pride — and 'pride he has in 
great abundance — is not the pride of Haman ; he 
cares not a straw though Mordecu the Jew should 
sit ever so tong; ac4iia gate, his only solicitude being 
that tii/t said Mordecai shall not come withio it, 
without the special permission of the owner, and 
t}i!it granted for sotneUiing that shall conduce to the 
said owner's advantage or comfort. 

His selfishness is not like the selfishness of most 
other nauoQs ; it does not go out after ideal whims 
afid visionary fancies, but remains constant and 
attCDtive to himself. No qtan can devote himself 
more entirely or mcffe successfully to the accumu- 
Utton of wealth than John Bull, and no man can 
Ix^ast more of it after 'n is vquired ; nor ia any 
i^tioQ so little careful of kickii^ away and de- 
spising the ladder, if an unseemly onq, by which it 
climbs to opulence, as the English. Let it be the 
hiW>%Bt profession in the wqrld— the sale of car- 
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rioo, or the collection of rags or rubbish, and that ' 
ia coaseqaeDcc of success in it he is able to retire 
to Us box, and set up his equipage in the purlieus 
of the Mctropolia — John Bull never despises the 
cartioD or the dust j they are the best of all possible 
(hinga, and, in his estimate, for the best of all pos- 
sible reasons, " they made him a warm man, and he 
;s now as snug as a lord." 

His pride too is a plant of English growth ; and 
though he boasts a good deal, his boasts are not of 
the kind met with in the rest of the world. You 
never hear him giving himself airs on account of 
his ancestry; for if John be what he calls warm, 
he cares not a straw whether hin grandfather was a 
duke or a dustman. " Every man is himsd^ and 
no man is his father," is John's theory j and upon 
this theory he acts very steadily. It is true that 
be does boast of being an Englishman — that he 
does reckon his being born some wliere between 
Lowestoff and St. David's, and between Penzance 
and Berwick, as being a much more fortunate cir- 
cumstance than if he hadTlr'awn his first breath in 
asy other locality in the solar system. Old Eng- 
land is his, and he is Old England's: there is nothing 
like it in all the world ; it can enrich the world, in- 
struct the worldj and, if properly provoked, conquer 
the world. 

All thi», however, consists in generalities ; for if 
you descend to particulan) Aod press biiR closely 



zcj^.Googlc 



C8 ■ ' BABYLON THB GHE&T. 

jipoQ these, you find that id this boasted EiigU&d 
ihcre is really nothing with which he is entirely 
satisBed except himself. 

Mention the king to him — that very king whose 
throne it forms part of his general boast to support, 
and he instantly complains of the vast expense of 
the Royal household, the comipUon of the Royal 
patronage, and the increasing, alarming, and over- 
whelming influence of the Crown ; and teVls you, 
that if there be not large and speedy retrenchments, 
curtailments, and restraints, England wiU soon cease 
to be England. Tell him of the. two Houses of 
Parliament, and he will quarrel with and condemn 
them both — will complain that the one is filled by 
Coyrt favour, and the other by party and corrup- 
Uon; and the probability is, that he will assure you 
that England would be all the better if there were 
no Parliament in existence. Talk to him about the 
Church— the enlightened hierarchy, the virtuous 
rectors, and the laborious curates, and he will come 
down upon you in a per&ct tornado against tithes, 
and swear that every Churchman from his Grace 
down to his Oreasiness, is for no other use than 
eating up the produce of other men's labour. Men, 
tion public opinion to him, and the great advantage 
of spreading information rapidly over the country, 
and the chances are, that he will overlook the goqd,. 
and complain *' because falsehood travels in this way 
aa rapidly as truth i and that people get rid of the 
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nonsense 'of to>day, only to be oji^leil by.-tM non- 
seoaeof to-morrow." Mention the cdaals, and he will . 
immediately tell you, that they are profitable enough 
to the proprietors, but a horrible burden to the pubfic 
at large/* Notice even the smooth road upon which 
the wheels of his carriage trundle along, and he will * 
growl, point to the turnpike-gate, and reply, "So 
they may, so they may indeed : just look at that !'* - 
There is not, id short, a single institution in all 
I England with which John is entirely pleased, nei- 
ther is there an action or an improvement but he 
thinks might have been better. Nor are his com- 
1 plaints confined to what men have done — the very - 
i elements come in for a share ; and between year's 
end^ and year's end, John Bull's climate comes in 
for aa large a share of his reprobation, as all those 
I political and local grievances against which he is so 
loud. Even his own acquisitions do not please 
him when you come to particulars : though the 
I riches he has accumulated be great, the burden of 
I his song is, that himself and all about him are going 
I completely to ruin j he is beggaredi though in a 
palace with his coffers crammed— and surviog, 
i though BO well fed as that he can hardly waddle 
) from one side of the roon^to the other. There is 
but one thing which, taken apart from the others 
und spoken of particularly, that he never hesitates 
10 praise j and that is, the Navy— the Wooden Wails 
of Old England j and this he, perhaps, praises be- 
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cause he sees it not. Bat though John thus growls 
- at every thing in the detail, it does not thence follo-w 
that his growling is useless, or tha( it is even aa in- 
dication of a discontented spirit: — his care being 
chiefly directed to make himself comfortable, and in 
the majority of cases succeeding, and furthermore, 
setting no great value upon an act which he himself 
' does not either perform or pay for — He knows that 
all his own immediate matters are really prospering, 
and BO he discharges all his bile upon those which 
are external. 

" So far, indeed, is this growling propensity from 
being any disgrace or degradation to him, that it 
forms one of the most valuable parts of his charac- 
ter, and perhaps has contributed, and contributes 
more than any thing else, to make and to keep En^ 
land what it is. It is probably this harsh and stub- 
born, but honest propensity of John Bull, which 
forma the bulwark of British grandeur abroad, and 
of British freedom at home ; and probably, though 
the other divisions of the kingdom do not prize it 
as it ought to be prized, a great deal more of the 
good which really exists in these divisions is owing 
to the grumbling of John Bull, than to the accom- 
modating philosophy of Ihe Scotch, or the turbulent 
forwardness of the Irish. Circumstanced as they 
are now, neither of these nations seems to have 
energy and perseverance necessary for preserv- 
ing even tte own liberties, and promoting even its 
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own improvements ; and when a Htaad has to be 
made against encroachment, or a step has to be uken 
toward that which is good, a reference to the Jour- 
nals of Parliament and to the petitions which are 
presented to both Houses will show that, in most . 
cases, if not in every case, that stand is made and 
that step is taken by none other than John Bull — 
the gruff,, the selfish, the growling, but still the bold, 
the manly, the independent, the inflexible, the 
straight-forward and thorough-going John Bull. 
The energy of the Scottish people fumes and reeks 
away through the crannies of theory and meta- 
physics, and the wild fire of Ireland is speedily 
choaked by its own ashes ; but if John Bull takes 
it into his head to stand, he sunds like Atlas ; or If 
it pleases him to move, his very weight makes him 
roll on and bear down all opposition like an ava- 
lanche. 

Now this sturdiness arises from that feeling of 
individual independence, and that remarkable con- 
centration towards himself, which the Englishman 
has in so great and peculiar a degree apart from that 
which he believes to be conducive to his interests ; 
and if other people will identify their interests with 
his, be never sifhiples to take them along with him. 
John Bull has none of those little ligatures — such 
as the ties of clanship, which, white they unite other 
nations in small masses, paralyse their efforts as a 
S^at aae. John ia always at liberty to think and 
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to choose for himself J aod though his thoughts be 
not always the most profound, or his choices the 
most judicious, John is emperor of his own mind 
aDd his own casUe, and entrenched in both, he can 
growl and grumble at all the world. 

This individual independence gives to the dis- 
putes and quarrels of the English a degree of man- 
lineSB and fairness quite Unknown in the quarrels 
of any other people. Each individual, when roused 
or dared to the combat, is within himself the pme 
comitatus of a sovereign and independent state. 
He is not a vassal to avenge the quarrel of hia liege 
lord ; neither is he an assassin, using the steel for 
his foe:— he is John Bull, standing up for himself, 
boldly, and in the face of all the world ; fighting 
fairly and manfully to the last atom of his strength, 
and giving in just as manfully when he feels that he 
is worsted. Whatever may be the rank of the 
combatants, whether chimney-sweepers' apprentices 
or professional pugilists, (I decide not which is the 
more creditable vocation,) no sooner is the wager 
of a battle made — be stakes love or money— than a 
ring is formed, and umpires appointed, to sec thai 
each gets fair play. I am no advocate for war of 
asy kind; I think single combat an alternative of 
fools at the best — unless it be when it is for the 
gaining of a prize and the decision of gambling, 
and then every rational man must join in thinking 
Hat it is an alternative of knaves; hut still, the 
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regular and bsnajide " sets-to" of the lower EBglUfa 
are br more manly, and, if dignity could be predi- 
cated of such matters, far more dignified) than the 
rustic brawls of tuiy other country. They give one 
a much more exalted notion of human nature, even 
in its rudest states, than the pulling aad hauling of 
the Scots, the duashings of tl!« Irish, the at^micier 
achiteeingi of the Dutch, the icratchings of the 
French, or the knife-drawings of the Portuguese — 
to say Bodiing of the gougings of Jonathan, or the 
rip^ght of the independent Colombians. 

It is this individual independence too whicb 
malws the hand of the Englishman more dexterous 
in art, the word of the Englishman more tra3t-wor> 
thy in a bargain, and the scheme of the English* 
man more adventurous and more successful ia 
trade, than those of aay other men in the world. 
The occupation, the profession, or the scheme, is 
identified with himself: lie detaches himself from 
oil else, and follows it with the steadiness of a 
machine — follows it that he may arrive at that esti- 
mable sttmntum bonwn of }ihn Bull:— being able to > 
pay his way, and caring for nobody- In conse- 
quence of ttus, the very avarice of the EngUshman 
has a peculiar aspect. In all his eagerness aftfr 
wieakb:— in all hia approaches toward being a per- 
fect miser, he never allows the idea of starvatioa . 
ta take posKBiion of him. Ta amass wealth ia 
perbapa mora conatantly his object, than it ia the 
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object of any other man; but it &eldom or never 
becomes his uUimate object. He always looks 
beyond to a time when he shall, not indeed squan- 
der, but enjoy, that which he is so assiduous in 
getting. 

But though the sturdy independence of John 
Bull as an individual has muiy advantages, it is 
not without its evils even to himself ; for in conse- 
quence of it, John cannpt sec the use of many in- 
tellectual and prudential qualities, which are tq>pTe- 
ciated and exercised by the rest of mankind. 
Resting his merit more in himself than ia what he 
acquires or docs, John leaves himself uninformed 
on many points, upon which it would be better that 
he had a little information. For instance, though 
his professional or basiness education be generally 
better than that of other men, he is as generally 
deficient in knowledge of other matters. He is 
always a wcll-coostructcd machine; but there are 
few tDStances in which he is a well-informed, ra- 
tional being. He has great Uste too in his profes- 
" sion; but he is very tasteless in all other matters. He 
is also very knowing in every thing that relates to 
his profession ; but in all other matters he is liable 
ttkbeoome the dupe of imposition. This evidently 
does not arise from any want of capacity for acqnir- 
ing information and taste, and circumspection ; 
because when the road to his grand object lies 
through these, he not only can acqiure* but actually 
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does acquire as great a proiicienc3r in them as in 
ordinary cases he does of matters that are more 
mechanical. But still, in consequence of this de- 
votedness to self, and to a single pursuit for the 
sake of self, the majority of Englishmen, and even 
the majority of thosp in the metropolis, have very, 
crude notions of general principles ; and, out of 
their own little spheres, they are constantly exposed 
to the cheats and impositions of quacks — a descrip- 
tion of vermin far more numerous and successfid 
in the British Metropdis, than in any other city of 
the world. 

Such are a feir traces— faint, but I hope faithful 
trices, of John Bull's characterj and making al- 
lowance for the slight changes that are produced by 
foreign importations, they form the substratum of 
the London character, Babylonish as it is. Those. 
pecuIiatiticB must, indeed, be stronger in London 
than' they are thronghout the other parts of Eng- 
land ; for widely as it is spreading, and great and 
rapid as is the increase of Tts inhabitants, nobody 
either >:ones to London, or remains in it, as a 
matter of free sentimental and intellectual choice. ' 
The higher classes throng to it on account of its 
fashions and its dissipation — because there are more 
to be seen, and especially more to see them there, 
than in their stately but secluded residences in the 
country ; the middle classes throng to it in order to 
obtain a shato of its wealth— to draw a prize ia the 
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lottery of speculation, or of trade;. and there the 
former claases are gathered together from the hc^e, 
that in as general a mart for labour their services 
will be sought after aud rewarded. But, notwith- 
standJsg all its allurements to ambition and hope, 
and all its gratifications to the senses, it is doubtful 
whedier any of them look upon London in the 
light of even a permanent terreatrial abode. It ■> 
their inn, as it were— the place to which they resort 
for the Uansaction of business, and all its enji^- 
ments partake more of the nature of tavern carou- 
sals than of the calm delights of home. One meets 
with so much that is strange, that it is not easy to 
divest oneself of the idea of being also a stranger i 
and therefore, every time that one comes in contact 
with society, the transaction is wound up and com- 
pleted, as if one were never to enter the same : 
society again. Every thing about one is so great I 
and so changeable, that there is no fellowship in it; 
and after a residence of twenty years, one is the 
same uninterested and uninteresting spectator a> 
before. The eyes and the ears are so comstaatljr 
' strained after novelty, and one novelty crowds to j 
fast after another, that the heart, even were it so i 
disposed, has not leisure to become affected. 

But if such a society be unfavourable to the 
existence of the more interne feeling* — if it tend 
to make people cold and heartless, it is not without 
its advantages. Where the heart is deeply afiected. 
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the observation never can be very vigoroas; and 
for this reasoB, a man may know more and judge 
better, not only of all external matters — all subjects 
of speculation and cHticism, but of human nature 
in general, and liuman character in particular in- 
sunces, while a mere specMtor amid the crowds 
of London, than if he were in a place where eveiy 
face that be met sent a pulse through his heart, and 
brought a glow over his cheek. The same causes 
too, which take off the scales of feeling — it may be 
of prcjudice<~from the eyes of the observisg indi- 
vidual, remove the cloaks of concealment from those 
whom he observes ; and the very ignorance and con- 
sequent Indifference which each has toward all whom 
he meets, together with the politeness which is 
necessary to render a heartless society bearable, 
throw the gates of experience as wide as any man 
can wish ; and thus, though London may not be the 
place in which one may best study the poetry of one 
species, it is the one in which to study the prose- 
just as, though it be not the place to exchange sym- 
pathies, it is the one in which to enjoy comforts and 
full independence. 

H 2 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CORPOKATtON. 

Being laouated in their best amy, 

Cpon K car, ind who but tbey ! 

And follow'd by > world of tftU l*d«, 

Tbtf merry ^tties troll, tmA ballad^ 

They ride with many a good-morrow ( 

Crying, Hey for our town ! tkroQgh th« bartnigb. 

MaHt and mixed aa ftret he elementft of which 
London ta composed, there ia perhaps none of them 
so perfectly Babylonish in greataess and in coiifa- 
sion, a& its Corporation. Thai rises over all th« 
ether Corporations of England and of the world, 
-as the Tower of Babel did over the mud hovels of 
the provinctal Chaldees. Compared with the ample 
personages which fill all its ranks, they of " the 
' Atltens" are no better than a set of nuserable 8cat1^' 
crows; and it sometimes happens that tu wealth 
both of person and of purse, a single Aldermao 
would furnish ample materials for provosting the 
Northern City during a century ; while the Burgo- 
masttirs of Amsterdam, notwithstanding that their 
doublets and soforth are as many times repeated 
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as the folds of hide in the shield of Ajax, would 
be outweighed and outmeaaured by a Lmryman of 
the Ward of Portsoken or Cripplcgata. The most . 
broad &nd beautiful enjoyment of aH the ^od 
thiDgB of this world are so palpaftljr started upon. 
every thing connected with it, that one har only 
to look upon the Corporation of London, in order 
to pronounce with unerritig certainty that there, 
and there only, is to be feupd the paradise of the 
bowels. Hence, perhaps, if is that it hm derived 
its name of Corporation — every man being, incol^ 
psrff «ua, complete and comfortable; and from the 
Lord Mayor himself down to the vergers and 
mace-bearcrs, nay, even to the horses which drag 
the slow majesty of the state coach, and to the 
wheels upon which that coach is supported^ and 
the cherubs that adorn its pannels, tvery thing ia 
an emblem — an accurate and appropriate cmblens-^ 
of the most ample and uniform good ch«er. Tha 
very dragons whtch stand sentinel at the dexter and 
sinister aides of the civic ahitkt, and prevent thtf 
cross of St. (Seorge, and the dagger of Sir William 
Walworth, from getting into the hands -of olhct 
beasta, are by no means such lanky and ill-fed ^up* 
porters as one may find hedging in the escuMbeoai 
of some starvclllng lord — they are plump and aom'' 
fortablc, and If denuded of their beaks and 
their daws they might pass for a braac of chosen 
and appropiue geuCf worthy <^ tin Nansioo* 
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bouse board at MtchaelmaB, wbea geese and Lord 
Mayors are in the very bud and beauty of their 
greenness. Even in the crest of the Civic arms 
there is a breadth, a quietude, a repose, and an 
indication of enjoynieDt, which cannot be perceived 
in the battle-axes, and scissor-blades, and homed 
moons, which throng in the ranks of common he- 
raldry. The city of London hoists aloft, over aU 
her honours, the great state night-cap, as subatai^ 
tial and ss soft as if therein the ample sconce of 
htr first magistrate were to be pillowed during the 
whole twelvemonths (^ his super-ltingly sway. I aay 
tuper-kingly ; because, from Aldgate Pump to Tem- 
ple Bar, the Lord Mayor of London is more of a 
monarch than the King of England j while, when 
bis trained banda are mustered,, each grasping the 
■hining steel, and eager fiyr the charge, not againat 
men merely, but against whatever moves in the 
air, on the earth, or under the waters— has wings^ 
or feet, or fins — he is more mighty in his state, 
better supported by those about him, and more 
certain of triumph, than any Emperor in the world. 
Even Ae City motto bespeaks or partake&of the 
mild and broad comfort of the genuine Civic enjoy- 
ments i and when the worthies of the various Wards 
have triumphed over solids and over fluids, till, like 
so many Alexanders, they have left not anodier 
world of flesh or of wine to be won, what can be 
more appropriate, what can be more pkms, what 
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can be more necesBary, than for them to chaunt, ai 
their parting stave, " Domine iRrige noa — our way 
to our own homes !" 

It is not to its mere state— in its external pomp, 
hovever, d»t the Great Babylonian Corporation 
rises in jnxmd majesty, over erery other Corporation 
in the world. The thing is really mightier than it 
looks ; and even the state barges and coaches, which - 
bare laid the gold-beater and the vamisb-maker 
under heavier cotitributions than those of any other 
maoicipal establishment in the world, -are absolutely 
nothing in comparison of that latitude of power 
aud longitude of wisdom, of which they are the 
corporeal shadows. Politacally speidiing, the great 
Corporation of London is the very type and pat- 
tern of the British Constitution ; and as Britain has 
been changed and conquered, while London has not, 
it may ve.r7 fairly be argued that London is not only 
the elder bom, but is also that without which the 
other could not have existed. 

Like the British Constitution, the Corporation 
of London is made up of three ecutes ; like Britain, 
the Corporation of London has its dependent colo* 
nies — the ninety-one chartered Companies of Free- 
men ; like Britain, London has its own ecclesiasticai 
establishment, and, like Britain, London has its 
armament for war-^it has those solid and substan- 
tial heroes, who, from the time of Sir William 
Walworth, the Mayor who smote down Uie rebel 
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in SmithGeld, to the almost equally renowned Mr, 
John Gilpin, who lost the spolta opima in the hurr^ 
of a retreat, as masterly as that of Moreau, aoi] 
almost as disastrous as that of Moore, have been 
as great — as physically great — in armour and io 
arms, as any heroes of whom time remembers the 
achievements. 

In the kingly sute of its Mayors, London has a 
security of efficiency and greatness, to which not 
England herself can lay claim. The Civic monarch 
can never be a mewling infant, or a doating old 
nan, at the mcfcy of designing courtiers. He 
comes into office in the beam and breadth of man- 
hood — when no swaddling hand could girdle even 
a limb of him ; and he retires from office before age 
can have made him feeble, or power tyrannical- 
Reformers have dreamt dreams and seen visions of 
Annual Parliaments ; but — O the moles ! they have, 
in poring into the lumber-houses of "nme and 
Oblivion, forgotten that which stood proud and 
confessed before their own eyes: they have forgot- 
ten the Annual King — that grand ne phs ultra ot 
political perfection ; and though they have, fiitherto, 
overlooked it, I hope that they wt\\ now take the 
hint, abandon all minor matters, and cleave to this. 
The wisdom of it is more plain and palpable thaa 
that of any doctrine which they have hidierto 
broached, and the foundation of it is more firmly 
laid in fact, than that of the Annual Parliam«it ^^ 
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in the shadowy darkness of the Anglo-Saxon times. 
When Cartwright, the great Apostle of the year, iirst 
propouDded and promulgated his annual doctrine, 
he had no better fouodation upon which to rest 
than the title of an old book, " De Sreva Parlia- 
mentaria Rediviva" which, as every body knows, 
he translated, " Of the Restoring of Short Parlia- 
ments." But bad he left the classic ground of Queen 
Square, Westminster, and journeyed as far as King 
Street, Gheapside, he might not only have beheld 
that idol of his soul, an Annual Parliament, but the 
still more desirable idol of an Annual King. 

But the Emperor of Babylon the Great is not 
only more perfect in his day and generation than 
the monarch of England — he is, like him, lord both 
of the water and the land. He is not only the head 
of thecivit government within the Cily, but first 
Commissioner of the Lieutenancy, pupetual Coro- 
ner, and Escheator within the liberties of London 
and Borough of Southwark ; Chief Justice of Oyer 
and Terminer and Gaol delivery at Newgate ; 
Judge of the Court of Wardmote at the election of 
Aldermen ; Conservator of the Rivers Thames and 
Medway ; perpetual commissioner in all ail^ira re- 
lating to the river Lee ; and, as his offices rise and 
broaden in majesty Uke those of 

" Bsllunune, the great god of war," 
so they soften into a like soft cadence at the close- 
Re is not indeed, 
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" IJeutCDuit-calonel to the Earl'of Hmr;" 

but he has a far more appropriate office — he is Chief 
Butler to the King at all coronations— as if no one 
could so well direct a general jubilee of the bowels, 
as he, in and about whom these are in a stale of 
perpetual jubilation. 

These are high and honourable offices, and highly 
and honourably are they filled. No hero of the 
world can be better adapted either for making a 
breath, or for filling up one, than the civil monarch 
of the mighty Babylon. An ordinary Lord Mayor 
could be cut into six Napoleons, twelve Wellingtoni, 
and I wot not how many Nelsons ; and if Hamlet, 
whenihe chose to moralize upon Royal clay, had 
turned his thoughts, not to an Emperor of the 
starveling Romans, but to one of the substanttalit}- 
of the Great Babylon, he would never have so much 
as hinted at that clay being employed " to slop a 
bung-hole," but would have swelled the simile to the 
thing signified, and at once declared that it would 
fill the whole cask. 

Into the nature of the functions of this great man 
of BXBtK, per mare per terramy it is unnecessary for 
me to enter. They stand recorded on the pages of 
books, and in the faces of men ; no one can dwell 
wit^iin the limits of his authority during the changes 
of a year, without knowing and admiring their sub- 
limity and their subsbuce. When h« yok«9 dw 
steeds to the chariot of his power, A^ and it fcura 
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luch indications of majesty and strength about 
them, tli^it you are inatantly impressed with the 
idea that he is going forth a conqueror ; and when 
hii taib arc aofurled, and his oars banked, whether 
the voyage be from Kew to Richmood, or front 
Vt'appuig Stairs to Rochester Bridge, there is more - 
Dfpomp and cerc»aiy — more of the true sublime 
about it, than there ever waa in the Doge of Venice 
iredding the wihi waves of the Adriadc, or in an 
tirdiaary navigator going forth to girdle the world. 

No Emperor of Babylon, the city of the Chaldees, 
—no, not evcD Nebuchadnezzar himself, who first 
conquered »U people, and kindreds, and tongues, 
and languages, and then set up the golden image in 
ibe plaia of Dura, commanding them to worship it, 
touid be more " every inch a King," than Mm of 
Babylon the Great. Like those prototypes, he has 
dominion over the circumcised remnant, as well as 
oTcr the heathen natiws ; like them, the idols of 
hii w»ship are idols of gjdd ; and like Nebuchad- 
nezzar, he is annually driven from his kingdom^ 
not indeed to " cat grass like oxen," but, by a more 
sublime and satisfactory process, to eat oxen like 
Erais. 

Accorditig to the ancient custom, the Babylonian 
ruler was chosen from and by the whole mass of 
the citizens, who assembled for that purpose in a 
general Pali-mote at Paid'a Cross ; and it is a sin* 
geiar cmacidence, that just ms yean after the 
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burgesses of the. modeni Athens, and of Scotland 
generally, lost the power of choosing their muni- 
cipal rulers, the Great Babylon became a closer 
Corporation than it had been in preceding times. 
In 1475, Ac general Folk-mote was abolished by 

' authority, and the election of the Lord Mayor 
Tested in the Aldermen, the Common Council, and 
the Master, Wardens and Liverymen of the City 
Companies. Tliat the time at which the citizens 
of the two extremities of the country were deprived 
of their franchise should have been the tame, is 
exceedingly curious ; and, as no connexion can be 
supposed to have existed between their govern- 
ments, which were then in a state of open hostility, 
It would be worth white to inquire what were the 
circumstances which led to this general disenfran- 
chiscment, and whether the causes by which it was 
produced had any effect in bringing about that re- 
action which has given to much importance to in- 
dividual men and individual exertions in modeni 
times. 

But though the Babylonians were thus deprived 
of the general power of election, the system was 
still left so wide as to form a very complete barrier 
against party compact and individual corruption ; 
and though it be not possible to find an annual 
succession of very wise men to fill the Civic chair, 

. such has been the zeal of the electors to preserve 
the considerable portion of freedom that n 
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them, that the Lord Mayor of London has gene- 
rally, in so far as his judgment has served him, 
been a liberal man. It must be admitted, that there 
is something in the very fact of bis being first 
magistrate of the first city in the world, which of 
itself prompts him to be liberal ; and as care is 
taken in the election of the Aldermen, to whom he ' 
always belongs, that his fortune shall be such aa 
to place him above the temptation of ordinary bri- 
bery, there is, perhaps, little fault to be found with 
the manner in which he is elected—more especially 
aa all the acta of bis government are liable to be 
scrutinized by die Common Council, who, though 
certainly not the wisest, are about the most bead- 
strong and clamorous set of men upon the face of 
the earth. In former times, the Lord Mayor was s 
partaker in that divinity with which kings are fenced 
round, to guard them against the touch and profa- 
nation of the vulgar ; and there have been insUncea 
in which citizens have been beheaded for attempt- 
ing to resist his authority, and also where aherift 
have been fined for kneeling at the same shrine with 
them. But somehow or other, that divinity ha* 
been allowed to depart, so that now, either sheriff 
or citizen, if he goes not too roughly about it, m^ 
*' take SackersoQ by the chain," with perfect im- 
punity. 

The second estate of the Babylonian Corporation 
consists of twenty-six Aldermen of the different 
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Wards. These constitute the Babyltnuan ttobilitf, 
and both in purse and in person they would out- 
vcigh double the number of nobles ■ of any other 
■oit. Had Cssar been King of Briuin, these had 
formed his privy couucil, as a matter of course : 
they an " sleek-headed men that sleep o' sights ;" 
' iind one would just as soon look for a scditioui 
combioattoQ among St. Paul's and the Guildhall, 
aad the Mansion-house, as among any three Alder- 
men of the City — tfaose of the Ward of Farringdoa 
Without excepted, wl>o have, of late years at kast, 
been remaiiable for the angularity of their visages, 
the lankneas of their stomachs, and the coBScquent 
resdessness of dieir di^ositions. It is not, how- 
ever, in the subBtantial breadth of their own proper 
corporatifMis, and the capacious depth of their pockets, 
alone, that the semblance of nobility inheres in those 
Babylonian sages. Each of them is "justice of the 
Iteace and coram," — having dominion over tea times 
«s many human beings as the proudest Baron in 
days of yore ; and, compared with tlie peers of Par- 
liamuit, they arc, in authority as well as in a&uence, 
as giants to children. Your parliamentary peer is 
always held as being the more honourable, the fur* 
ther he is personally removed from that ancestor, 
in consequence of whose doings, good or bad, the 
peerage was conferred. They are producuons of 
nature — have no more mcrif ip the title which they 
bear^ than a turnip has in its shape or a tulip in 
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its colonr. A man is bom a peer, and though he be 
the wisest or most foolish of his generation, his 
status in society is not thereb)' altered a single 
jot. But no man is born an alderman-^ucb an 
honour as it is, it is an honoar to be won. The 
candidate must acquire wealth, and eat his way 
through many and strong fortifications of the Babel ; 
and thus the two grand Civic points arc made sure, 
—a Babylonian peer can always Iceep the dignity of 
theci^ in its chosen characteristic, and he can always 
afford to do so. 

The third estate are the Common Councillors— 
the Commons aa it were— the speaking part of the 
Corporation, who, though they open their mouths 
as wide as the men of more ample volume and 
honour, are not yet fed up to the proper weight of 
Babylonian magistracy. The others arc the rulers 
of Babylon ; but these are the great Babylon itself; 
and whosoever shall listen to their oratorical dis- 
plays, will behold a mightier and more miraculous 
confusion of language than took place when the 
aspirants of the ancient prototype were confounded. 
Among them of old it required the blending togc- 
Aer of many tongues, ere the motley speech could 
be rendered unintelligible ; but the modems go to 
work by an improved method — for, out of one lan- 
guage — ay, out of somewhat less than one language, 
they contrive to mix up an oratory, the niceties of 
which not all the scholars, versed in all the Ungoagcs 
12 
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of the world, could at times so uoravel, as to get 
out a single gtiropse of meaning. 

This eztraordiDary power of cotHbiuatioa and 
confusion is by no means confined to what is spoken 
— it goes into the current of action, and impresses 
its genuine characters upon every thing which 
emanates from, or belongs to, the Babylonian Cor- 
poration. Their Emperor does not, like the Em- 
perors of the East, keep himself ajpaxt from the reat 
in cold and haughty state ; neither do their peers, 
like the peers of the West, retire into their own 
chamber of privileges, and close the doors upon the 
untitled Commons. No doubt a chair — an ample 
and a strong chair, is furnished for the ruler of the 
year ; and a board, elevated as it were the ^op- 
board in a tailor's manufactory, is provided for the 
chiefs of Portsoken and Cripplegate, and Cheap, and 
the other Wards ; but when the confusion of tongues 
begins — when the Kiug's Englirii is bent into every 
shape, and hammered to every variety of sound, iht 
whole equally help forward the confusion. 

This Babylonian fulness and force of contrast is 
no where more strikingly evinced than in that pile 
wherein the Chaldeans, the Soothsayers, and all 
the other wise men of the body corporate display 
Aeir powers in forenaics and in feastings — carve 
by tuma the King's English and fat bucks and 
beeves, till, in the disjointed bones and separated 
fragmebts, all trace and all knowledgse of the origi- 
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nal form and structure of both be equdly lost. 
This hail — the Guildhall of the city of LondoOf is 
a flc plut ultra in every thing thereabouu. It 
fonat, and very appropriately forms, the termiii*' 
tion of King Street ; you cannot get beyond it, and 
therefore, whenever you pass into the street, yon 
are conatfained to lift up your eyes and wonder at 
it as the thef d'matre and finish of all the systems 
of architecture that the chisel of builder coald 
fashion, or the imagination of art devise. The an- 
cient Hindoo is said to have borrowed the structure 
of his temples — the wonders of Elephanta and Elo> 
ra, from glimpses of his paradise, which have been 
given to him by VishpA, during his nine successive 
incarnations ; and Elephanta and Elora are thence 
■•id to have derived their sublimity. The ancient 
Egyptians constructed their temples and raised 
their pyramids after the model of the roclis of 
Ambu Qeshan, and they again have the attributes 
(^ immensity and duration which belong to tiiose 
giant fragments. The Greeks reared their struc- 
tures upon principles of philosophy and taste, at a 
time when the passions and the genius of man were 
his gods, and when legitimate worship was the 
adoration of whatever, in fancy or in fact, the 
human powers could create ; the temples of the 
Greeks are therefore the perfection of terrestrial 
beauty. The more stern and savage tribes of the 
N<»tli, again, came from the black gloom of tbosQ 
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forests in which the blood of man was shed to 
gratify Ae cruelty of gods, of whom si more kindly 
aod airy-minded people would have been ashamed 
to make devils ; they could therefore see no gran- 
deur and DO sublimity, except in swelling boles, io- 
tcrarching branches, and clustering leaves — the 
gloom, the coldness, the death-like silence of a 
forest, ever dripping with dews and impervious to 
the beams of the sun i aod hence the giant oak 
and the witching elm were the types of their archi- 
tecture. 

The wise men of Babylon have done mightier 
things tiian these : in this, the model and master^ 
piece of their taste, they have contrived to blend 
into one mighty mass the architecture of the In- 
^ans,the Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Goths ; to 
which they have added a style that is peculiarly and 
properly their own, and which, though it be in per- 
fection only here; may be traced in every halt and in 
every building, over which cither the great Corpo- 
ration, or any of its subservient corputes, has a 
veto— the architecture of pies and custards. This 
is quite natural — as it should be ; there is no evi- 
dence that Indian, Egyptian, Greek, or Goth, set 
rubric upon the front of his dwelling-house, the 
deeds which were done widiin ; but, as the citizens 
of the great Babylon proclaim upon the sign-board 
what is doing or done in the house, congruity re- 
quires that their public buildings should have the 
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■ame kintl o/ B^mbolicil exterior— that where they 
consume the labours of the pxstry-cook, there 
ihotJd be eome type of his art to invite them 
Either} and that, as taen fare more B^^^)tuously, 
in i^eater numbers, and to a greater extent, in this 
same Guildhall, than in any ether fabric between 
Jupiter »id Satam, (wh^i the one is in the su- 
perior wd the other in the inferior part of its wbit,) 
it is not fitting that such a breadth of substMttial 
joy should be hidden even under the ample roof of 
this grand temple of the Golosic divinities, but that 
the beam out of the timber and the stone out oi the 
wall should proclaim the fervency and the extent to 
wUch these are adored. 

Nor is this perfect congruity— this moral keeping 
between the sign and the thing signified, confined ^ 
to those buildings and objects which are devoted to 
Civic purposes. In house and in ball, upon church 
and upon monument, the workings of the graving- 
tool tell, and the dull block and duller stone pro- 
claim, the fullness and fatness of Civic enjoyment, 
and breathe out all the consequent expressiMis of 
quietude and repose. Take any Babylonian temple, 
from St. DunsUn's in the West to St. Leonard's 
Shoreditch, and at far about and around as you 
choose to go, and justlook at the winged buttocks 
of beef, legs of mutton, and hands of pork, which 
the truly Babylonian genius has moulded into 
cherutum and seraphim orer the door-ways ; and 
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if the most Bleep-compelling yawn do not steal over 
you, soft as the fallingfootof Night, then Morpheus 
and you have no consanguinity, and you may go 
range with the fox or sing with the nightingale. I 
Even the genius of Wren himself could not raite 
the solid Babylonian clay to the airy lightness ol I 
celestial shapes. Vitruvius and Palladio lent him 
the measuring line and the compasses, by which to I 
gauge the dimensions of his columns and set of 
the angles of his pediments ; but for the awect 
little cherubs which hang upon his friezes, and 
wanton in (he canopies of his niches, he had no i 
type save the infant Aldermen of Vintry and Can- 
dlewick ; and therefore upon St. Bride's, St. Paul's, | 
Bow, and every where else that a graven image of ' 
an ethereal sprite sports a cheek or displays a i 
wing, it may safely be said that the great Babylon | 
possesses the fattest of angelic similitudes. 

Nor are the monumental sculptures behind in 
this comfortable obesity : this is true of them every 
where ; but no where is it so completely and uni- 
versally true, as in that Hall where the Citizens 
assemble to eat their dinners, or to choose their 
representatives. No matter to whom the monu- 
ment may happen to be created, or what may be 
the allegoncal or other sculptures with which it it 
adorned ; for the idea first in the thoughts and ever 
at the hearts of both patrons and patronized-— the 
grand subject which all those masses of matter 
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in reality perpetuate, is, the chosen lares, the genio 
loci of the place — superabundant good cheer — « 
feast of fat things, full, very full of marrow. To 
your left of the inner door — the door which leads 
youtrom the hall of jubilation to the hall of justice, 
and beyond that to the hall of the confusion of 
tongues, stands William Bcckford, Esq. every inch 
a Mayor — so soft, yet 80 superlatively massy, that 
you never for a moment suspect him of being the 
real author of that speech, for the delivery of which 
he has been rewarded with the goodly gown and 
cauliflower wig, which give so much of the inertia 
of a man of peace to this great mountain of marble. • 
To hia right stands the great Earl of Chatham, 
habited like a senator of Rome, and reposing his left 
hand upon an exceedingly well carved effigy of — 
the rudder of the City barge : around him crowd the 
substantial Graces of Ludgate Hill and Fleet Street, 
which are said in the descriptions to represent Com- 
merce, and Brittannia, and the City of London. 
Commerce is engaged in flirtation with the patriotic 
statesman, at which the mighty Babylon, most ap- 
propriately crowned with a hom-worA, is looking a 
little grufl"} and four infant Quarters of the World 
are emptying into the lap of Britannia the frag- 
ments of a City feast. So, indeed, they may ; for 
every figure in the group appears to have fared so 
well, as that there is not the least need for saving 
the crumbc.- Opposed to the monument of the Earl 
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of Chatham stands, and very properljr stands, that 
of hia eloquent son, which a stranger would be apt 
to mistake for him of Walcheren^so substantial arc 
the lineamenta uid so stilljr the features of the de- 
parted orator. All else about him is in fiae keep- 
ing ; and the Mercury, were it sot for the little bat- 
wings and Mambrino's helmet, might be mistaken 
for an apotheosis of that generous model of Al' 
dermen — Sir William Curtis. In »)other quarter 
they have stumbled upon the immortal Nelson ; but 
finding him too ethereal for their purpose, they 
have again had recourse to the nymphs of the 
.Fleet, and generously taught the art of sign-paint- 
ing to as substantial a dame as ever monopolized 
two-thirds of the foot pavement between Bride 
Lane and Temple Bar. Even here they have not 
forgot themselves ; for they have made old Nep- 
tune a liveryman of the City, and predicted that the 
monument will be co-existent with the Great Ba- 
bylon itself. All these, however, are but approxi- 
mations to the true Babylonian taste, and the ge- 
nuine Babylonian models ; but there are two pieces 
of choice workmanship, which are so intcrwovca 
with the history of the Corporation, that the same 
shades of night hang over their origin, and though 
there cannot be the least doubt that they are the 
types of two ijuondam Lords Mayor, yet their 
names have slid from the remembrwice even of the 
City Remetnbruicer ; and the wondering mulUtude, 
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not knowing what else to c^l them, have bestowed 
upon them the namea of Gog and Magog. The 
most remarkable circumstance about these two 
figures, is the ^ct of Sir Walter Scott's having 
lakcn them as his model for the two giants, which 
are so well described in his poem of Don Roderic — 

" Grin aeittinelB igainit the upper will. 
Of molten bronie, two atatuei hold their pkce." 

Gog and Magog are not of bronze indeed — that 
being all at the other end of the Hall, where the 
hustings are erected ; but still, whoever will com- 
pare those marvellous figures with the deecription 
given by the poet, must at once allow that he could 
have had his eye or his mind upon none other. 

Indeed every thing about this great Hall speaks 
of Babylon ; and when an ordinary man enters it 
in the glory of its Civic display, either of the 
tongue or of the teeth, he feels as though he were 
entering not a new land merely, but a new state of 
being. The essences, of things— the semina reruniy 
are so jumbled together — the Hall Itself is so much 
Gothic, and so much not Gothic — the sly doors for 
admitting cooks and butlers, are so numerous and 
so conveniently situated — the thronging citizens are 
so independent in their own rotundity, and so heed- 
less whose sides they may punch, or upon whose 
toes they may tread — and those appropriate and 
perennial Aldermen, Gog and Magog, Esquires, 

Vol. I.— K 
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already mentioned, look down upon and govern the 
wkolewith ao grave and characteristic majesty — that, 
if you have been dabbling in the shallow waters of 
modem, ay, or of ancient taste, you must come forth 
of diem and wipe you dry, before you can under- 
Btand either the things or the men congregated 
together, at this great safety-valve of Babylotuan 
unquenchable fire — a safe^-valve which is of un- 
speakable advanuge ; for, were it not allowed bwa 
time to time to puff away, of a surety there is in the 
. men who resort hither as much of the matter of 
fire as might endanger not merely the safety of 
one State, but the stability of a world or of a 
system. 

The eloquence and ^e enjoyment of which Ctog 
and Magog are alternately made spectators, are 
well worthy of the choicest words, that ccaild be 
picked out of the most copious dictionary ; but they 
are by much too important for coming in at the 
end of a chapter already somewhat lengthened, and 
therefore they must in the mean time be delayed. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BABYLONIAN HEN AND WOMEN. 

" God cTCkted nun in hu own image: in tbelmag^of Goderut' 
ed HeAfn,' male andfeoule created He lAtm." 

Taa Biiu. 

A.LTH013GH I have seen meet to erect this text 
«f Scripture, as a sort of breast>work to defend 
what I mean to advance in this chapter, no one 
oecds, on that account, put himself prematurely 
into the atUtude of repose, as though » formal 
homily were to be inflicted upon him ; and although 
I have directed the printer to mark in Italics those 
words in that text, which are said to have given 
some divines of the severer cast a leaning toward 
Mahometism, no fair reader must thence inier that 
I would even hint at the total mortality, of beings . 
so lovely, or surmise that those of our race, who 
are the most angelic both in form and in mind, ia 
this world, are to be deemed less meet companions 
of their kindered angels in the next, than they of 
less lovely mien and less heavenly temperament. 
My only object is to introduce a few paragraphs 
descriptive of the general charatcr of the men aud 
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the wotnco of the Babylon, before I proceed to die 
dissection and delineation of the several cluses 
whereof the mighty total is coinpOBed. 

Notwithstanding all those who are continually 
adding to it by birth and subtracting from it by 
death — all who are arriving and imparting tn it, in 
whole or in part, the manners and the characters 
of other places, observation may trace, in the 
moving and mingling mass of the Babylonian po- 
pulation, a character which belongs to themselves, 
and which cannot be predicated of the people of 
any other locality. But it is a character, the lines 
of which are so broad and so blended with each 
other, that the tracing of them is no easy matter. 
In a small society — some dozen, some hundred, or 
even some thousand people, one can take the indi- 
viduals apart, study them, and from that study 
compose a character of the whole ; but who shall 
take the detail of a million — a million too, of which 
the half would he gone ere the tenth part could be 
understood i As little is it possible to arrive at 
the Babylonian character, by examining systems of 
education and ranks and habits of life. It is i 
mass which cannot be decomposed — a whole which 
no one can separate into parts ; and therefore, un- 
less some general notion of it can be obtained, one 
stands a chance of describing a man of some parti- 
cular province, instead of making the least approxi- 
mation to what man is in Lopdon : hut yet, without 
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some such previous knowledge, (call it previoui 
guess, if you will,) the detail would be deficient in 
clearness, and destitute of unity. 

It is not enough to say that the general Baby- 
Icmian character is Uie absence of all individual 
peculiarity and importance— a losing of the compo- 
nent parts of the compound which they form ; for 
the very aggregation of so many human beings 
gives them a something uncommon— a something, 
too, which they could never acquire in a smaller, 
more united, and more scrutinizing society. In a 
place of such moral and social freedom, a hundred 
dead weights are taken off, and a man moves to- 
ward the gratification of bis passions and his appe- 
tites, with a security and a speed that are no where 
else to be equalled. Notwithstanding the magni- 
tude of the place, and the abundance of every thing 
that can administer even to the most fictitious 
desires of London society, there is a sameness, a 
dullnesl, and a routine about it, which render the 
more airy and imaginative faculties of man of com- 
paratively little avail, and close the books of fancy 
and curiosity in the same proportion as those of 
connfort and enjoyment are laid open. To the in- 
habitants of London, it is almost in vain that the 
year brings round its magic changes; for know they 
not of the breaduBg spring, the blooming summer, 
the rich autumn, and the ruin-spreading winter. 
To them it boots little whether the south wind 
K2 
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blo^s soft its odoury breath, or the chilly north- 
east covers the land with its epeculn of iCe. The 
alternations with which they are coavcrsant, are 
darkness and light, cold and beat, moisture and 
drought ; and such is the extent of their arti&ce and 
contrivance, that the greatest even of these is very- 
much diminished. Thus one whole series of ex- 
citements, and of excitements, too, which have a 
very powerful influence in the formation of the 
human character, cease to operate ; and the perma- 
nent inhabitants of London — the majority of its 
inhabitants, are thus left without a schooling which 
is in continual exercise, in places where maa has 
not his own works constantly between him and the 
operations of Nature. 

But there is another privation : the JBhabitants of 
London are, in a great measure, cut off from all 
intercourse with, and consequently from all know- 
ledge of. Nature herself. What Cowper said in a 
moral point of view, is as true, if not more true. In 
a physical one— 

" God made the countiy, ind man raade the towa." 

Whatever presents itself to 'the Londoner, la in 
some shape or other the handy-work of man, and 
except in his own species, and it is but partial even 
there, he never beholds the unsophisticated or un- 
altered workings of man's Maker. The plants 
upon which he looks are exotic and forced, and if 
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they were not kept alive by artificial means they 
would die ; tt]« animals which meet his eye are 
eitber fattened for the slaughter, or trained for plea- 
sure; the stones are chiselled into artificial shapes; 
the cUy is moulded into forms i the earth has all been 
thovetled into a new place ; the course of the water 
his been changed ; and even the mire through 
which he wades in winter, and the dust by which 
he is clouded in summer, are things of bis own 
manafacture. There is nothing, in short, except 
the celesti^ bodies, and these he does not see very 
often, upon which he can turn his views, but sug- 
gests to hinn the necessity of human labour, not only 
for the value, but for the very existence of things. 
This neccBsarily shuts him out from many of the 
finest sources of speculation— from much ol what is 
philosophical, and more of what ia fanciful j and 
leaves btni no resource hut to &11 down and 
Worship the idols which his own fingers have 
framed. 

There is a third privation : that utter insignifi- 
cance of the individual to which I have already 
^uded, and that abscence of all disposition to pry 
into the conduct and character of his neighbours, 
which malies th? inhabitant of such a place so very 
civil as a man of business, and so very suave aa « 
common acquaintance, strike at the very root of 
those passions which give to the human character 
it» strength both of good aio^ of ill, aod make htm 
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as inBigniGcant in the meuul part he bears, as in 
the social. No doubt the inhabitant of such a place 
has his external excitements ; and those excite- 
ments are veiy numerous, and seem, to one not 
long ' accustomed to them, charming and varied 
without end. The picture which is set before him 
is a great, a glowing, and a crowded one ; but it 
wants ckiar' oicuro and repose : and they who have 
, once known other things, and haTC afterwards been 
for any length of time forced to find their pleasures 
in crowds and spectacles — ay, and even in Courts 
and in Kings, can tell, with the sickness of satiety 
and the bitterness of ennui, how much of real satis- 
faction is in them. 

Such are some of the leading circumstances or 
necessities which contribute to the formation of the 
Babylonian character ; and as they are negative — 
an abstraction of character as it exists in other 
places, they clear the way for the positive circum 
stances which form the character that predominates 
in this mighty metropolis — a character which might 
be summed up in few words — a desire to gratify 
the appetites and passions, and exertions to obtain 
the means of those gratifications. 

Those who were bom and educated in London, 
have no idea of any wealth or possession except 
what is produced by labour or business of some 
kind or other j and they who arc attracted to Lon- 
don BOOB become coarens to the siiiDe belief.- The 
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means of sensual gratification are every where so 
inviting, and, if the price cait^ afforded, so acces- 
sible, that the cupidity of gaining and' the luxury of 
spending come together; and come with so mucb 
force, that if they come early in life they prevent 
all change in the sequel, and even if they come late, 
they soon obliterate whatever of more airy impress 
sion and tendency there may have been before. 

Where there is so much of competition, success 
cannot be obtained unless by the moat diligent and 
persevering attention, and by the tnost civil and 
courteous deportment: nor are these atone suf> 
ficient i for there is an emulation of talent — a strife 
for excellence, arising partly from the abstractions 
to which I have alluded, and partly from the 
necessity to which I now allude, that always has 
given, and always will continue to give, to the pro- 
ductions of London invention and London art, a 
"superiority over those of every other place : but 
this very circun^stance, which in itself commands 
the admiratioa of other people, has by no means an 
elevattDg effect upon the artists themselves. The 
division of labour has in all cases reduced the- man 
in a general intellectual point of view, as much as 
it has enhanced the value of that which his labour 
produces j and in the eye of sound pliilosophy — 
that philosophy which looks over the possession and 
trappings of men to their heads, the rude peasant, 
who constructs all the clumsy coverings of his 
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body and coaveniences of his hut, contcmpluing 
the volume of Natui^in the intervals of his Iftbour, 
is a being of a much more exalted character thaa 
be who strings a pearl or polishes a diamond, or 
even than he who writes a book, as most modern | 
books — and this one, o/"ct«(rM, among the rest — are 
written. The coaseqaence of all this is, that in 
the particular profession to which the Londoner is 
accustomed, he is more skilful, more assiduoas, and 
more complaisant to thoee with whom he does 
business, than the man of any other city ; but 
when you once divert him from that, his notions 
are more crude, and his inftH-mation is more shallow | 
and limited. When he foregoes his desk and his i 
calculations, he may make a politician— ^s ptditics ' 
are taught ; a philosopher-^-as philosophy is done ; a ; 
poet — as poets sing by BabePs streams ; or a wit — 
as wits are cracked in her clubs and coffee-houses ; 
but you cannot bring him to the profound of any- 
thing — unless you allow that profound is the exact i 
-synonyme of bathos. If you turn round upon j 
him, and bid htm tell you how his politics are to j 
enlighten the world, he will refer you to Capel ' 
Court, to Guildhall, or to Brooks's or White**, I 
according as his tuition has been with Jews, or 
Aldermen, or Sages of St. Stephen's. If you cross- 
question him as to his philosophy, you will find 
that he can go no farther than his card. If you ' 
hint to him that the trees of his song have the 
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vroDg leaf, and tbe flowers bloom at the wrong 
season, the chance is, that he will refer you to hta 
little coniervatory at Hampstead or Balham Hill ; 
and if you doubt the zest of his wit, he will tell 
you after what cook of the club or buffoon of the 
stage it was copied. 

But you have ao wish to put to him any such 
iBpertiaent question, or to make to him any such 
impertineiit roaark i-for there is ia a geniune Loa« 
doner a disposition to be civil, which instantly dit- 
trrns your ridicule of even the most ridiculoas of 
liii partialitieB. Whatever he is, he is not a pedant ; 
and if his own mcmtal powers end his own mei^al 
colnradon be not of the very highest value, he 
does not set a high value upon these, either in him* 
lelf or io others. It is not in such matters that he 
locdts for distinction : to have and to enjoy, are 
die objects of his comfortable amUtion ; and tbest 
once (dmined, all else with him is of minor mop 
mcnt. He is selfish ; but his selfishness is not of 
tliat obtrusive character which contiouaUy thrusts 
iuelf in the way of other people. No doubt he 
■troggles hard for his bone ; but when he once gets 
it, he gnaws it wKh an urbanity that ^sarms all op- 
poutioD. 

So strong is this character i^ion him, that you 
can tell a genuine Londoner wherever you meet 
bim ; and you are much more certain of your maa 
in the mountains of the North, or oi the plains of 
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the East, than you are id Cheapstde or Ludgat« 
Hill. It IB the same in whatever he may be doing i 
devotion, debauchery, attention to his family, de- 
sertion of his family — all sortB of virtues, all sorts 
of vices, are stamped with the air of business. Tou 
can never say that his heart is not in the matter — 
because you can never prove an alibi, by finding 
it about any thing else ; but just as little can you 
say that his heart ia in the matter, for you are un- 
able to discover it there. It is, however, much 
more pleasant for ycu, and pt:rchance also much 
more pleasant for himself -, for the heart is both a 
turbulent and a brittle thing, and it is wayward 
in the management and painful in the fracture ; 
and if one's own mere personal' comfort be the sole 
or the grand object of one's existence, then the less 
heart one has, or the less one exercises it, one's 
comfort has the leas chance of being interrupted. 
Hius centered in and devoted to himself, the true 
Babylonian is, when abroad, the most incurious of 
men — or if he show any curiosity, it is generally 
to find out whether he can, in other places, obtain 
the same comforts of which he has the command 
at home; and thus he is less changed — less im- 
proved, or deteriorated, or whatever else it may 
be, than any other human being. It is true, that 
he cannot carry the enjoyments of London with 
him to Caithness, or even to Cornwall t but there^ or 
my where else, he fills himself so full of' the 
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thought and the remembraDce of tbetn, that he has ' 
■o room to attain any thing cUe. 

ConsideriDg these, and all the other circun- 
stancea, which, in a place like the Great Babylon, 
tend to limit the speculative powers of man, and 
force him (iio very haffl or unpka^nt task) to bend 
the whole of his powers toward sensual gratification, 
one might at first suppose that there would be the 
same tendency to diminish the interest of woman. 
But the case is not so : the bodily, and more espe- 
cially the mental difference of the two sexes, is such, 
that very often what stunts and deteriorates the 
character of the one, gives breadth and beauty to 
that of the other. 

It is possible that a good deal of the superiority 
of the female.character — or, if you will have it so, 
of the female appearance, as it exists in London, 
depends upon the immense crowd of people that 
is there collected, and the artificial and ornamented 
state of every thing in and about the place. What- 
ever may be its influence upon the energies and the' 
faculties of man, there is no denying that a crowd is 
both the nursery and the paradise of woman. A 
person of a fanciful turn of mind might have re- 
course to his smiles, in default of philosophy ; and 
compare mau to a hardy plant, which requires open 
space, and free and bracing air, a woman to some 
delicate flowery shrub, of which the leaves puj not 
forth their greenness, and the flower-cups display 
Voi. I^L 
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not their tints and diffuse not their fragnmce, unless 
they be protected : but it is enough for me to stale 
liiK plain fact, and leave others to weave the cobwebs 
of similitude. 

But although London affords incontrovertible 
evidences of the fact which I have now sUted, it 
is not so set down in the songs of the poets and the 
stories of the romance- writers. Those airy per- 
sonages seldom, however, describe the world that 
exists I they first make a little world of their owd, 
in which fancy is altogether at variance with the 
&ct ; and then they palm that world upon their more 
sober brethren, as the one which really exista. The 
wood-nymphs and the damsels of the desert, which 
sound so sweetly in the notes of the bard, aad glow 
BO bewitchingly in the touches of the dcscriber, 
derive all their charms from the dimness and dis- 
tance at which they are placed ; and when odc 
actually gets a sight of them, one is just as much 
disappointed as upon visiting the bonnie Jean of 
Burns, or holding converse with the six-feet-spouse 
of him who imposed bis own songs upon tlie Relic- 
gatherer, as remains of an elder poesy, and made 
Roacoe in perfect agony until he should see this 
same substantial dame, in whom he waa taught to 
believe that he should behold a paragon of beauty, 
. and listen to an " Improvisatrice" more tunel'ut 
and more true than she who blanched the apple- 
flower, dyed the pear, and made Somerset House 
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shiver to the echo of her ]ullaby, till PiclcersglU 
nodded over the easel and dipped his matriculated 
pencil in the wrong tint. 

lo plain prose, and if possible, without any 
prosing, the idea of the perftiction and excellence 
of women invariably carries along with it the ideas 
of Hoftneaa, repose, and voluptuousness — ^mingled, 
it may be, with a certain trace of enchanting, 
cunning, and amiable artifice ; and therefore the 
" Ladies of the Lakes" can never, by any design, 
or even by any chance, come into competition with 
the belles of the boudoirs. There is really nothing 
in all the woods and wilds throughout the three 
kingdoms — ay, throughout the world, that can come 
up to the soft add sweet blandishments which just 
bend the gtass in Kensington Garde^ns, and then 
glide away. No foot which *' drudges to hoarse 
pipe and broken tabor," on tlie village green or in 
die village barn, can have the lightness and the 
fairy twinkle of those which twitter away the hearts 
of soldiers and senators at Almack's ; and I verily 
doubt whe^er any provincial muster would stand a 
comparison with that of the nymphs who quadrille 
and waltz at the Mansion House— even admitting 
tfa^t, holy days excepted, no small quota of their 
fair number follow the laudable and loud vocations 
of vending Epping sausages, and crying green hist* 
logs. 

At the studies ftnd habits of the Babylonian meik 
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are much more confined to a single tubject then 
those of the men of places where society is smaller 
and more permanent, it is but natural to suppose 
diat there should be .a similar restricUon on the pro- 
pensities, or at least the pursuits, of the Babylonian 
women ; and it must be admitted, that no where, 
throughout England at least, is the desire of woman 
to he provided for and to enjoy herself, more strong, 
or more undisturbed in its operation, than it is in 
the great Babylon. 

Various circumstances, no doubt, contribute to 
stamp upon them this character; and though it 
may not correspond with an ignorant stranger's 
notions of the disinterestedness which he imputes 
to females, it may not be the less rational or the 
less proper upon that account. The fact is, that 
every person, whether male or female, bom xoi 
educated in, or long habituated to such a place— ^ 
place where every thing that exists, exists by human 
ingeauity, must naturally uke the same bias toward 
self and selfish enjoyment. The expense, too, of 
supporting a female in any decent appearance, 
makes it necessary for every one, either to have to 
herself the means of her own support, or to secure 
diat connexion which shall enable her to derive .it 
fi-om others. 

There is one virtue, or vice, or whatever else it 
may be called, from which the Babylonian females 
«re entirely free ; and that is regular and syatm- 
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atic {j^MBipiitg. I do not by any tneftss intend ta 
say that a Babylonian fair is dcstiule of that pre- 
dominant bump of the female cranium, curioaity 

an inordinate deairc so to make the pait and 
the Atturc shake hands, as that they shall reveal 
all manner of secret histories in the fulness of their 
congratulalions ; bnt to t^e in the whole, or even 
■ repeatabk part of the materials which LondoD 
affords for this purpose, would defy even the re- 
puted Volubility of the female tongue, where its 
ncccou arc not so alow and m^ and the other 
mattws which occufry it not so numerous as tbe^ 
arc in a crowded metropolis. 

There is another quality, or practice, vibrating 
between a virtue and a vice, from which the Ba- 
bylonian fair are also remarkably free; and that ta 
blue-stock ingism. It is true that there are, within 
the' sound of the bell of St. Paul's, ladies as pro- 
foundly versed in the snail vanities of philosophy, 
and who can indite verses at as small expense tA 
the Eng^h of the King, or to the understanding 
of bis subjects, as they who sbivisr over the embers 
of the vestal fire at the seat of some ice generat- 
mg university of Uic North j but as every thing ia 
JLondon is « vendable commodity, valuable only on 
BccouBt of the return which it brings, the science 
•nd tile song of the wise and the witty woman by 
dtc Thames, plump quietly into the river, unlets 
•omt siril ^tic, for favours known nr not known, 
L » . 
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proclaim them to the world, as matters worthy of 
being purchased- 

To compensate for the want of those two grand 
sources of mental enjoy^ment, Babylon spreads out 
for her daughters an ample display of more sub- 
stantial, if less sublime and ethereal pleasure. If 
women be withdrawn from their criticism and phi- 
losophical display, (unless in the way of business as 
aforesaid,)~-from the circle of their pursuits, the 
Graces are sent to console them for the iirst, and 
Cupid helps thent to bear the miseries of the second: 
they are very prone to enter into wedlocli ; and they 
hesitate not to confess, or at least to show, that all 
their education, all their habits, all their occupa- 
tions, and all their amusements, have that for their 
grand and invariable object. If they belong to the 
humbler clasees of society, they readily bear a part 
in the labours of the profession, and second their 
husbands in turning the chances of business to the 
best account. So perfectly, indeed, in the under 
ranks, are the sexes identifred in their employments 
and in their amusements, that, but for the difference 
of their dress, it would hardly be possible to dis- 
tinguish the ope from the other. When the rank 
is a little higher, there is just as complete a aepara- 
tion ( and it very frequently happens, that the lady 
of a superior Babylonian tradesman, or inferior 
El^bylonian merchant, who lives '* within foar miles 
of the bridges," enjoy) very tittle of her haabuid'9 
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society, and cares not much for hinn, so that she 
CHD keep up her own establishment, and enjoy her 
pleasure B, uninterrupted and uncMi trolled. Wo- 
man 's a paradox in every place ; and do where is 
she more a paradox than in Babylon the Great. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

PABLIAHBKT. 

Tbt Sentton of Rome it tbit gooi belly, 

■ — ,<b,.„™™ , 

Their coumeb uid their ckrei ; di^eit thinga r^htly. 

Touching the weal o' the common ; you dull find 

No public benefit which you receiTe, 

But it proceed! ar comei from them to you, 

Aad DO w^ from yourselves. — What do you think ! 

Itm, the fre«t toe ofthii tsieaibly f 

A DEVOTEE, journeying toward the dwelling of 
the successor of St. Peter, to salute the toe of that 
saintly portion of canonical flesh, feels not a fonder 
pulse, when beholding the gilded cross of the 
Eternal City rising over the dreary desolation 
which the Mg/aria is spreading over the Campagna, * 
and a pious Moslem in the Desert lifts not his 
eye with more anxious devotion when the crescent 
upon Mecca's minaret first glimmers to his view, 
than a British subject doca when he -first "Wholds 
that uncouth mass of architectural . abortions in 
which the members of the two Houses' ,of Patlia* 
ment at^ huddled up. 



^Lrp-CoOgJc 



BABYLON THE GREAT. '117 

If he be a stranger, trusting to the guidance of 
his own judgmcDt, and scorning the lore of the 
" Picture of London," his first impression is, that 
the display of lordly wisdom can be made in none 
other place than the Abbey ; and that the Commons 
must perform their doings, in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, in none other place than that great 
bam, the door-way of which so invitingly tempts 
his entrance from Palace Yard. He hurries into 
the Hall inquest of Speakers' chairs, and Treasury 
and Opposition beaches ; but he finds nothing, save 
an em^ty apartment with two or three trap-doors, 
at which attcn-neys are watching to pounce upon the 
lovers of the law, and. widiin which counseDors are 
busied in crooking the rods of precedents, and sta* 
tutes, and evidence, into little hoops which may 
suit that grand object of all special pleading-~a full 
and forward harvest of fees. 

Disappointed in this firsrattempt, he goes to the 
other pile; and gazing upon the north door,he reads . 
these extraordinary and ominous words i " The 
entrance into the' tombs is in Poet's Comer," — « 
piece of information which he cannot comprehend ; 
but which, rightly translated, implies, that " the 
monuments of some great men, and some men not 
great, may be seen round the comer upon paying. 
a fee to the Dean and Chapter of St. Peter's"— 
that these metnOTiaU of British worth, or British 
worthlessoess, to which he,' among many others^ 
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may have contributed, may not be viewed by him 
until, after the true Catholic fashion, he has told 
out Petcr's-pence. 

Disappointed by the first of these searches, and 
disgusted with the second, the stranger proceeds 
to reconnoitre the whole of the tasteless incrusta- 
tion of stone, and bricks, and stucco, by which 
the objects of his desire are concealed from the 
gaze of the wondering people. The royal porch 
near Abingdon Street puzzles his eyes a good 
deal, and his understanding a good deal more ; 
and he runs some chance of mistaking it for the 
canopy which is borne by the Barons of the Cinque 
Ports, at coronation shows and other royal proces- 
sions. Although he may have travelled over the 
whole world, and seen every kind and style of 
■ building, from the Temple of Minerva Parthenon, 
to the wigwam of a repudiated ' Cherokee, he can- 
not possibly have met with any thing bearing the 
least resemblance to this sootcrkln of architectural 
dulness i and while he is wondering with what iit 
tention the blockhead who invented it, thrust it into 
the middle of the street, he is utterly at a loss even 
to guess at the purpose for which it can be intended. 
Proceeding northward, the vileness of the archi- 
tecture, and the patched and perishable aspect of 
the materials^ equally astonish and disappoint him ; 
nor is the matter much mended when he comes to 
the Grecian part of the structure — for though that 
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be more massy and substantiai, it sins agfainst every 
canon of congniity. Tumiog the angle by the 
buttet-chum tower, and the dead wall, which the 
msti of stone has, in consequence of the wrath of 
the wisdom of Parliament, " done out of the origi- 
oal Greek into the vulgar English, and made plain 
to the meanest capacity," he shrugs up his shoulders, 
gets him gone, and laments that so precious a kernel 
as the Lords and Commons of Parliament should 
be concealed in so pie-bald and pitiful a sheU. 

But the British Parliament is not a thing which 
cither needs, or can receive, any additional interest 
or grandeur from the tool of the artist, or even 
from the taste and talents of the architect — when it 
shall please heaven to suffer the union of those 
epithets and that name in any of the master-builders 
of Babel. Its wisdom is not the wisdom of forms, 
and its greatness rests upon another sort' of base 
than could be hewn in stone or jointed with mortar. 
It is the operating element — the first power, as it 
were, which puts in motion all the machinery of 
the civilized nations, and which directs, and without 
intending it creates, those energies which are every 
day carrying the science, the arts, the spirit, and ■ 
the feelings of England, over those lands, in which 
those &res of moral strength and political indepen- 
dence, which have burnt here bo brightly for ages, 
are but beginning to be kindled. Besides the real 
wisdom which it displays, and the actual and viu- 
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ble power which it exereiscs, there is an undefined 
and mysterious lomcthtng about the Parliament of 
Britain, which touches a chord in the heart of man 
—whether he be an Englishman or not— that lies 
motionless and unknown at the thought of every 
odier aseetobly ; and which makes its fame souod 
the louder and shine the brighter, the longer the 
vista, whether of miles or of years, through which 
it is seen. None but an EoglishmaD can feeJ the 
full vihration of this mysterious chord : and an 
Englishman can no more account for it, than hccan 
account for that impulse, which makes him without 
hesitating a single instant draw the sword in de- 
fence of that Constitution, and that King, against 
which, up to the very instant that the trumpet sound- 
ed the charge, he kept grumbling and growling. 

John will, as before hinted at, quarrel with all the 
details of his Parliament — with the way in which the ' 
whole, or almost the whole, of its members are ap- 
pomted — with the whole, or almost the whole, of the 
speeches they make, and with the whole, without nny 
exception, of the enactments which they send forth ; 
but still this Parliament forms so essential a part of 
bis business, his enjoyment, his very life, that if it 
were finally dissolved, or evan materially altered, 
John would be changed too, and that not at all for 
the better. Every day you may hear John com- 
plaining that the favour of the Crown puts coronets 
upon the brows of ninnies, and that the closeness 
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or corrupdoh of the representative system fills tlie 

benches of the Comnnons' House wi^ men hxyibg ' 
Bmsll heads Bod large consciences j and when a man 
measures peers and memberi against himself — or, 
mare strictly speaking, against bis own idea and 
Miimate of himself, it is very Datural, and probably 
very necessary, that they, whatever may be their 
nal talents and virtues, should suffer a Uttle by the » 
comparison. Men of all countries Imve a very com- 
fortable and charitable notion of their own intellec- 
tual and mgrat furniahings. Richard Martin, Esq. 
vould not, 1 d«re say, change his bowels for beasts, 
for the heart of Howard the ptulanthrotiist, even 
^ough that heart were as much alive and quick as 
they i Mr. Solicitor-General Wethcrall would, very 
< probably, fail into Lord Eldon's slough of doubting 
if he were requested to exchange faculties of discern- 
I meat with that model of shrewdness and penetratibn ; 
Joseph Hume would not truck his powers of cal- 
culation for those of Mr. Babbage ; Mr. Horace 
Twiss would hardly barter his tools of oratory for 
those of the Foreign Secretary ; and I should take 
two days to consider before I exchanged the old pen 
with which I am now wnting, for the: first feadier 
ia the wing of that tuneful bird which does not slag 
for joy on either of the birth-days <if our moat gra* 
cious Sovereign. 

John Bulkcertaialy does not boast so much of 
^is partiality for himself^.Deil^ dfes hp Aow H 
Vol. 1— M 
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no well by hbouriiif; to conceal it, as the itihibttantB 
' %f toiae ether countries do; bat it by ao means 
follows from this that John hma less of it than they. 
The fact is, that be has nally more ; and hta having 
«D, in as mnch as he is neither impertiaent nor hy- 
pocritical about it, is the foundation of the very best 
fotnts of'liis character. If, like the learned French- 
. vian, he stood so much in awe of his own prresence, 
-M to IHt bis hat and make his leg every time he 
-ncntimied bis own name, fdka would be very apt 
to laugh at him ; atxl H, like ^is neighbour in the 
-North, he pulled ^e nwitle of concealmeiit so 
•dotely over hia head as to emposehia hinder parts, 
■folks might feel suspicion or cry shame ; bot as John 
tncrdy enjoys his good opinion of himself, it be- 
comes a matter with whijth strangers have no right 
to Interfere, and as all the Johns have it, ao one of 
:^m can find'tault with the rest on account of it. 
The possession of this sini^quality, in so largesiid 
-uniforaia degree, is the cause of J<^d's grumbling 
irith Parliamettt, and with every thing else; and 
there is'Ootthe least doiibt, that if the members of 
^^t Mscmbly w«re to adi^t a measure for which 
'John 'petititRn in one week, he would eome back 
'^he next and petition that it might be set aside and 
tile former practice resorted to. 

I do not hence mean to argue, either dist the 
i^Btem by whieh the two Houses of Parliament arc i 
Wtd'it the puKBtiuid most petfeet that eotiid be. 
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or Aat the persona who. fill those House* ara thct 
very wisest and most virtuous. th>t it isposnUc to 
■ imafpne, or even might be possible to select ; oU 
that I coateod fqr is, that the source of John's 
grunUing lies more ia himself thaa in. tfaat 
against which he grumbles, and that tboi^ ai^ 
number of alterations wen mads* lua grumbling 
wxiold not be much diminished- It vm^ indeed, 
pity that it UiouU ; for it is this- pM^tual watclv> 
fulness — Uus frank apd maaly ejipressing of th« 
opinions, not of parties or fvtioQs, but of individu- 
al men, each for himself, that secures for En^and 
the foremost place in iotelligeacot '^ freedom, asd 
in prosperity; The clashing of so many doctrinea, 
the confusion of so many views, and the collision of 
so many plans and principles, give to the. man. who 
lifts his head from the dull couch of slavery, a 
notion that the English are a turbulent and a 
quarrelsome people, and that they are directed by 
fools, governed by tyrants, and made the dupes of 
all manner of impositiona and absurdities. But the 
fact is not so ; if ever a ostion uke up one song, 
and continue month, after month, and year after 
year, to sing it in unison, it requires no power of 
divination to discover that that song can be none 
other than the dirge of iRde{Kil.dence — that tht 
individual men have ceased to think) to speak, and 
to act for themselves, and are mere meoiids at the 
beck of a> task-maUer— inthiaUed,nQt. Qvly bejtend 
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the power of their hands to deliver them, but 
beyond that of their heads to know how very ab- 
ject, and how utterly hopeless, is their condition. 

It is this collision of opinions, this continual irar 
of thoaghtB and of words, which has kept England 
at peace and in prosperity within herself, while the 
soil of almost every other country has been dyed 
in the gore of its inhabitants; it is this collision 
which strikes those sparks of enterprise and of in- 
dustry, which are hailed as the beacon-fires of im- 
provement wherever they fall; and it is this col- 
lision which acts as a refining fire, and purifies 
from the rust of time and the dross of corruption, 
not only the British Parliament, but every institu- 
tion of the British people. 

Pope was by no means the wisest of political 
philosophers; but still there is a good deal of truth 
in his assertion, that the goodness of Governments 
depends very much upon the mode in which they 
are administered. This is true, even of those 
which have no great portion of liberty ; and there 
have been such differences between the sway of one 
Grand Seignior and another, as to give the force of 
demonstration to the proposition. That, however, 
is a demonstration which does not apply to £ng- 
land ; because, whatever may be the imperfections 
of the British Constitution, the men by whom that 
Constitution is administered are not only nurtured 
in the common feelings of the people before they 
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begin to climb tbe &teps of office, but schooled by 
them at every inch of their progress. 

h is all very welt for thcorius to talk of perfect 
coaslitutionBr— ccmstitutioiis so framed and ntodel- 
led in all their parts^ aa that not even fools or IcoaTca 
could do wrong in the application of tbcro ; hut it 
would ba just as wise to recoaiipeDd razors with 
which a maniac could not possibly wound himaelf— 
which would, of ccnirsei be razors wherewith a sane 
roan could Aot shave. Constitutions less open to 
theoretical objecuons thaa that of England have 
been adopted in other countries— in contriea which 
have reverted to close and huniiltating despotism, 
without any thing that could be called a struggle ; 
and the case of Ireland is worth all the pamphlets 
that ever were writun, as demonstrative of the 
practical b«aefit that would result trois putting 
the ekciive franchise into the hands of thou who 
want those moat essential of all requisites, well-it)* 
fbrined winds and personal indepfindence, That 
the repreaCBtation sh^ld be as wide as possible, 
and tint the franchise ahould exteod with the es> 
untion of intelligence and iodepeDdeuce, and vary 
with tbeir variatiooev cannot be denied; as littl« 
can it be denied that, wh«e tbe people have been 
makii^ such strides in improvement as they Qf 
England have made during the Ust half century^ 
ills dificulf^for ti» Govcrnngent to keep^pftce with 
them ; but atiU, Lt is Car safer that the frmH^Uue 
M2 
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should be a little narrow, and the Government a 
little beh'ifid the people, than that a power should 
be introduced which sophistry could wheedle or 
impudence brow-beat, or than that changes should 
be made so hastily, as to be found wrong, and have 
to be reversed. 

There is one excuse for the English Government 
which has considerable weight, and yet which has 
never, so far as I know, btcn admitted even by the 
most candid of its opponents ; and that is, the 
injury which it must receive from the contact into 
which it comes with Governments of another de- 
scription. Those who complain roust loudly of cor- 
ruption at home, must admit that, with all its al- 
leged corruptions, the Government of England dif- 
fers, not in degree merely, but absolutely in kind, 
from the Qovemmenis of Continental Europe ; and, 
with a very candid person, the wonder would rather 
be that the Government of England came out of all 
its linked and ramified connexions with so few hurts 
Mid stains from the Continental Governments, than 
that it did not, all the time during which it was 
so fettered, exactly keep pace with the English 
people. The people themselves suffered nothing 
in their spirit from this connexion ; but really it 
was not possible hut that the Government should 
suffer a little ; and as Qovemment, being a result, and 
not an original energy, contains not within itself the 
meRQt of its own purification, it took aome little 
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pause, some little time, and some little schooling 
by public o|>inion— ay, and a considerable infusion 
of new men and new principles, before it became 
again wholly English. Now, however, candid men 
of all parties must allow that though there be - 
much, very much, to be done in the details, the 
spirit and the principles are good; and it would 
require something more than the dictum of a the- 
orist to persuade one that matters would have been 
better, even if the infallible panaceas of annual par- 
liaments and universal suffrage had been in opera- 
tion since these doctrines were first preached. 

People may talk of the British constitution, as it 
exists in forms, in statutes, in observances, and in 
the routine of offices ; Ijut the real Constitution — 
the suprema iex — the taHa popuH^ is in the people 
themselves ; and while they have the same intelli- 
gence, and the same spirit to give it utterance and 
effect, that government is not in England, or in 
any other country, which can destroy or even seri- 
ously impair their liberties. 

In spite, therefore, of all the imperfections which 
really belong to the English Government, and to 
those Houses of Parliamtrnt, whith form the connect- 
ing link between the executive and the people, and 
of all the ideal imperfections which over-zealoiii 
or under- informed persons will impute to them, the 
British Parliament is the most sUipendona intellec- 
tuKl en^e Uutt ever was. pat in modoo ; and there 
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U DO wonder tbougli EngUBhmen be proud of it : 
for, go where they will, they can find notluBg 
amoiinting even to its shadow. It contains men of 
•ucb varied habits, such raultifiuious acquiremeots, 
and so different views ; the subjects which come 
before it are so numerous, so vast, and so ioterwo- 
ven with each other — that the great puzzle is bow 
it gets on at al). In the domestic iMisiness which 
it has to regulate— the Bills that are introduced 
for local purposes and local improvements, there 
are so many interests to be balanced, so many 
tittle advantages sought by parties to be guarded 
against, that even this part of its duty is nwre 
nice and laborious than the whole business of 
most Governments. When, in addition to this the 
number and variety of the foreign dependencies of 
England, and the way in which their interests 
run, or are supposed to run, counter to each other, 
are taken into the account, then the difficulty is 
vastly increased — so much, indeed, that one would 
imagine that there would be no time left for attend- 
ing to the connexions and intercourse of the Bri- 
tish Government, with the Government of almost 
every State upon the surface of the globe. But 
the fact is, that all those matters are managed, and 
managed in a very systematic and business-like 
way i and in addition to this, the real and efficient 
work of the aascmUy, dtcre is more eloquence dis- 
pUyedf nod more wit spprted, is ttM two Houaca 
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af Parliament, than in all the other speaking Cham- 
bers in the world ; and the orations which are 
^ made ^ere, even upon casual subjects, and by 
men who, as we are told, get there because the 
system is corrupt, are superior in form, and in- 
calculably superior in substance, to any other or^ 
tions of modern or of ancient times. I am ready 
to admit, that in both Houses there is a great deal 
of drivelling, a great deal of duliiess, and a very 
reasonable portion of downright nonsense, upon all 
sides and from all parties. I am ready to admit 
th'isV for I often witnessed it ; but still there never 
is, by any chance, a debate of any considerable . 
length or importance, at which a Briton has not 
cause to be delighted, or a foreigner to express as- 
tonishment ; and it is not by any means imposatblC} 
i or I should think improbable, that the very Peter 
' Moores and Bragge Barthursts, who command but 
a few, and a very few, of the larger ears in the 
British House of Commons, might make moat elo- 
quent Ciccros in the Chamber of Deputies to the 
most Christian King, or haply stars of the first 
magnitude in the constellation upon the liauks of 
the Potowmac, 

How far. or how feirly, the British Parliament 
may represent the British people, if is however, 
no business of mine to inquire j my function in 
the mean time being that of a fair and impartial 
represeoMtion of the Parliament itself — a functioa 
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in thtt diichttrgc of which I thiol I am aa free 
from party feeling as any member of either House. 
Still tio ODC can help observing, that the power of 
that pubKc inquest, before which every speaker of 
either House it cited is so prompt and vigoroua in 
ita action, that, in ordinary times, it would demand 
more than an .ordinary share of hardihood to make 
a member persist in a line of Conduct which was 
iK>t agreeable, if ilot to the numerciaL m^^ority out 

- ot doors, at least to a very large and respectable 
number. So long as every word that is said in 
those HfAtses continues to be faithfully reported, 
and diligently read, and canvassed and commented 
upon by ev4ry intelligent man in the country, as 

' soon after it is spoken as the power of steam and 

- th& Bwiftoess of horses can disperse it, the coim- 
try will continue to possess uid to exercise, over 
both the Hereditary and the Septennial House, a 
ch«clc f^r more constant, efficient and salutary, than 
if the Peers were notninated at a Folk-mote^ and the 
Commons were elected by the '^ sweet voices" of the 
nhoie fosse comitattu in their respective districts. 

In theory, there is nothing that sounds better, has 
. a m<uv imposing air about it, or is fitter *' to ring 
the pitcher, when the wine is low,?* than the wisdom 
of great and {rfomiscuooa masses of pcDplej^:t>at 
w^en one comes to remove this extenial,|)glo8s, and 
caamias both that which is dose (as if) by crowds, 
wk) tboM who do it, then tke aspect of the .matter 
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u very different indeed-^inasinuch as thn boasted 
soDrce of purity and general wisdom, is very frc- 
quntly the most corrupt, the mofet CMifined, and 
the lean viae thing ifnaginable. I shall have occa- 
sion to revert to this afterwards, when I pay my 
tribute of attention to those, who say the sayings 
and do the doings, for which huzzas' are ^ven - 
and caps tossed up in Palace-yard, in Convent Gar- 
den market, and in the great room of the Mermaid 
at Hackney ; and therefore I shall, in the mean 
time, leave the reader to exercise his own ingenuity 
in finding out a licensed tiawker of public opinion, 
vheiher &xed or peripatetic, whom he would rec- 
kon a safe and ^st worthy guide in {frivate mat- 
ters j and if he -can find such a one, then he wH ' 
doubdess convcFt mc from my "scepticism upon the ' 
subject. 

It has been said, and said with a great deal both 
of the semblance and the reality of truth, , that a 
person returned to Parliament by CNd Sarum, or by 
the Comisb boroughs, cannot well protect the inte- 
rests of Manchester or Leeds ; but I would be glad 
to know how the one or two persons who lead the 
mob, in those places, or id any place, would or could . 
protect any ofie interest — general interest in the 
country. If we examine the conduct of the pre- ' 
sent representati^-es in Parliament, (and I am no 
admirer or advocate for the system by which many 
of them are chosen,) we shall find that those iste- 
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rests which tbe inhabitants of any place or district 
are best qualified for u nder stand in{|,' are those 
which are iDost carefully attended to by the respec- 
tive member. Nor is it at all uncommon for those I 
members, whose means of obtaining their seats, and 
whose condiict when in them, are the least liberal 
and popular upon general questions, are the most ' 
attentive to the local interests of their constiiuenls, 
and the must anxious to advance the subsuDtial 
good and improvement of the country. 

However it may suit the purposes of those vho 1 
court indiscriminate popularity, it is not a verj 
wholesome doctrine tu preach, that the people ge- ' 
nerally would be very much the better for any great | 
alteration in the mode by which the Houses of I 
liords and Commons are filled. If the people had . 
the nomination of those persons once a year, or at i 
the end of any period, there are possibilities that 1 
the result might fae injurious, not merely to ibc ] 
personselected, but to tbe people themselves. There j 
might be injury to the persons elected, unless it | 
can he shown that those talents which enable i i 
man the most easily to influence and please a mob, . 
. are the best schooling in the science of poliiics. 
Now this is rendered extremely doubtful by an j 
attention to the general character of mob orators j 
already hinted at ; and more so, when one hears a 
popular orator of the present Parliament deliver his 
Bc&timcots from the hustings, and again is the 
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House. Sir Francis Burdett, for instance, who is 
a man whom every Englishman, let his party be 
what it will, must admire under any circumstances, 
is a very tlifi'erent personage when be trims the 
jacket of Henry Hunt in Convent Garden market, 
and when he turns the edge of an opponent's argu- 
ments in the House of Commons. Hear him in 
the first situation, and though you cannot even there 
hear him without being somewhat pleased, there is 
a freedom in his language, whkh, carried even die 
least degree further, would run into vulgarity- 
there is a homelines in his figures, and' a broadness 
in his illustrations, which give yuu by no means an 
exalted idea of his refinement — there is a violence 
of assertion in his positions, which forces you to 
think that he is not addressing himself to the un- 
derstandings of those who hear him— 4nd there is 
a looseness and want of concatenation in his argu* 
mcnts— a reiteration of truisms, indeb>ite generali- 
ties, and absolutely of slang terms, which would 
give you the impression that he is a man of surfaae 
and of sound, rather th'an of any gentleman-like or 
statesman-like qualifications. But hear htm in the 
House of Commons, and he is so very different, so 
vastly superior, in every power and in every grace, 
that you imagine you are listening to another per- 
son altogether. His language, which on the hust- 
ings was brosd and coarse, is in the House chaste 
and classical — his figures, which oQ the hustings' 
Vol. i:— N 
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vere homelf and broad, are in the Houbc choaea 
Tith esqumu taste, and managed with adniind>le 
skill-^nstead of wide and unsupported assertion, 
Ae posiuoiw which he takes are takes with a force 
irfitasoD, and defended with a clearness and close* 
BCss c^ illustration, which render them just as im- 
pregtudile there, as in the other place ihej appear 
defenceless— and instead of ihM disjointed and 
tsreless mantkcr which on die hustings perplexes 
you, in the House you hear an oraticm which, though 
■ St evidently be not the resnlt of laborious or coa> 
tinned stady, is more hamonious in its parts, nare 
■live to its ottject, and more powerful and trium- 
l^iant in its geaerri bearing, than the purchased 
apeech of any special pleader. In both places you 
can see that the principles, the feelings, the heart, 
the manliness, and the stubborn John Bullism (so 
to express it,) of the elegaDt,«loqaeat, and patriotic 
Baronet, are tihe same — you -can see ni either place, 
tfiat Aere is in him none of the leaven of corrup- 
tion — not a single point wluch he hedges to conceal 
—not one fecUug of his 01^ mind to' which be u 
fearful to give expression — not one desire to which 
ibe will sacrifice a single atom of what he believes 
to be the truth-— and not one man nor one at^;u- 
Bient opposed to him, which he fears t* mett or is 
afraul of conquering. In both situatioaa he appears 
a man and an Englishman : bnt on the husttnga he 
■^Mua aa an Eni^fanan, with masy of the prt^u- 
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dices of those who feel, but do not think ; while in 
the House, hiH thuughu and his feelings are in anch 
actmiraljle keeping, that he is the very qiodel of in* 
depcndrat men xnd captivating speakers— and th* 
rush of all parlies into the House when he rises, 
the deep sileace during the statement of hit argu- 
mcDts, and the triumptiani and involuntaiy cheers 
which burst out when be makes his appeaU to the 
pinciples of the English Constitution, and to th« 
feeliaga of the £nglish heart, prove that he com* 
naods this character even from those who are, 
poUtically speaking, the most violeatly opposed 19 
him. 

Now, if the Sir Francis Burdett of the botise In 
■o very superior a personage, in aU that can render 
a statesman efficient and valuable, to the Sir FrancU 
Btirdett of the hustings, then it must follow, that, 
DOtwithatandtng all its imperfections and its errort, 
■here is something is die British ParUanent which 
tends to elevate and to ennoble the human charac> 
ter; but which might be destroyed, and ceruinly 
would be veakeoed, if each member of that house 
were to have his original educatioD and his anngnl 
otrcise upon the huatingt. 

But if the repreaestatiYee of the Britisb people 
vere whoUy diosen by tiiat people in public aaacm- 
bliei, for very ahtqt periods of time, then the public 
could not excrcive over them ^t watchful jcalomy^ 
~thtt power superior to all Farliamentt and to all 
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kings, which is one of the most valuable attributes 
ef the present system. It would not be a whole- , 
some state of the laws, if the juOges and the jury 
were to be the familiar associates of alt perscms put | 
upon their trial j and as little would it be a whole- | 
some sute of the British government, if there were i 
any strong bias on the part of the people in favour '■ 
of their rcpreeenutives. Public opinion (not in I 
any meeting that can be assembled, for public 
opinion is not the opinion of public meetings, or, | 
at any rate, it is never expressed there,) b the graDcl 
bulwark of I^nglish liberty ; and so long as it is 
kept in vigorous exercise by the general diffusion 
of intelligence, the people have an advantage, which 
it would be dangerous to exchange for any theo^ 
retical reform or change of the constitution that 
could be named; and an opiate which would make 
John Bull slumber at his post, would be dearly pur- 
chased by the best constructed piece of mechaDism 
that could be set up and called a constitution. 

As they at present exist, there may be, indeed 
must be, faults ia all the three branches of the 
British Government ; but while the British people 
retaiii their energy and their intelligence, there is a 
far more certain corrective of those feults than it 
would be possible to write upon scrolls of parch- 
ment, and seal with official signets. Deterioration 
is the tendency of every human institution; and no 
form of governmsDt ever did or ever will become 
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purer by its own effects. Insteid, therefore, of 
seeking afterjt |>erfect system, which, were it even 
poBBible to obtsin, would not remain perfect for a 
day, the safe plan, and the phin which ^vet England 
Its politieal advantages, is, that, if practical wrong 
be done, the people have a voice whidi can make 
the proudest peer tremUc, aai the aecnittt ministet 
totter in his seat. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THB HOUSE OF LORDS a. 
" A Lord's acqnwBtuKe !— Let bin Gle bia bil)," 

Th£BE ia nothing which more clearly indicates 
the advance that has been made by the people of 
England, than the change that the lapae^of cen- 
turies had produced upon ihuse titled personages 
who compose the Upper House of Parltament. 
The aristocratic principle is all that is left of the 
spirit of those haughty Barons, who were once the 
tyrants of their vassals and the dictators to their 
King ; and even this principle is now changed 
in its operation— it is acted upon by that part of 
the Aristocracy which is connected with the ad- 
ministration, having a leaning toward and a de- 
pendence upon monarchy ; and that part which Js 
in opposition, Kaving a leaning toward and a de- 
pendence- upon the people.' It is this diyisioa of 
the Aristocracy which produces confusion am6ng 
the political parties of England, and makes it 
always difficult for a foreigner, and sometimes dif- 
iitult for a native, to tuinivel the perpleziQ^ «>^ 
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understand the nature of those parties. What 
renders this mare difficult, especially for foreigners, 
is, that there is no such division among the Aris- 
tocracy of any other country ; beeause in no other 
country have the nobles who are not in office 
and con&dence at Court such a power on which to 
lean, as that of the people of England. It may 
be galling to the pride of the Engiiah opposition 
nobles, thus to find the people the main tower of 
their political strength ; but that does not alter the 
fact from being so or becoming more so every 
day ;— -although the nobles be aometimes too blind, 
or too haughty, to use it as they should in policy, 
or make a return for it as they ought in gratitude. 
Whoever attends to the members that vote upon 
opposite sides of any great political question in 
the~ House of Lords cannot fait to be struck that 
the numercial array for and against the Minister, in 
that House, are pretty nearly in the same ratio to 
each other as in the House of Commons'; and yet, 
considering that instead of being chosen by any 
popular infiuencc, the Lords, both spiritual and 
temporal, hold their offices immcdijitely from the 
Crown, and hold them for life if spiritual, and 
with succession to heirs if temporal, those who 
regard the mere form of appointment and dura- 
tion for which the appointment is to last, as the ' 
sole foundations of liberal principle and indepen- 
dent conduct ia the persons ttppoioted, wotdd na- 
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tunilly condode — at Icftst in coDsisteney with their 
doctrineft thej would conclude^ d»t the wht^ of 
•n uscfoUy thiu appointed, would be iadifferent, 
•nd in opposition to that people who have so voice 
whatever, in their Domination. But if one arguea 
IB the safe manner — from the fact to Ae cause 
of it, one finds that aa the hereditary Peers and 
CourWappointcd Bishops do divide for and agiainst 
opinions, in nearly the same numbers as the sep- 
tranial Comiqencrs, some of whom are elected by 
general poll, and moat of them by aome number of 
persons— then oOc cannM help coming; to the con- 
ddsion, that the oradc and time of apptnntonent 
have not half as much. influence as the contnd 
which is exercised afterwards. Nor does it appear, 
Aat though the additions to the House of Lords, 
by creatioD, have been very considerable daring 
Qte last thirty years, the state of parties in that 
House has taken a much more iUUxral or Courtly 
bias, dien it had in former times. The fiut is, 
that before a Commoner can procure aa elevation 
to the peerage, he must either be a man so conspi- 
coous for taleots or public services, as to have m 
character, his own respect for which must prevmt 
him from doing uiy thing very degrading ; or be 
must have been so Icrng and so dcvoiedly a Court 
Civouritc, as to have detached aaold Peer from Aat 
]Mirty, and thrown him t^Mn the oppoute one. 
While the Houae ot Ommuam hare* good dciA 
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*f the bustle, the activity, sod the brawling of har- 
Ti^tera in their composition and oiaaner, the Lords 
possess much of tl^ solemnity of Judges ; and 
whether it be from the presence of the Church dig- 
nitaries, the groater softness of the woolsacks, the 
greater delicacy of lordly polish, the presence of the 
throne, or the occasional presence of the Sovereigs 
in propria persona, \t may, perhaps, be difficult to 
say, but there is a alowDcsa and quietude — an 
orderly softness about the Upper House, which haa 
a good deal of the appearance, and probably also 
a little of the real essence, of dullness. 

Besides the power of making and repealing laws, 
which the Peers possess in common with the King 
and the Lower House, they constitute the supreme 
Judicature of the' country— take cognizance of 
treasons and other high crimes, try all who are im- 
peached by the Commons, and deliver their seu- 
tcDces, not by oath or conscience, but laying their 
light hands upon their breasts, give forth their 
** guilty," or ** not guilty,"—" upon their honour ;"— 
" So are s11, all honourable men." 

Far^crmore, they form the ultimate Court of ap- 
peal, as well in law as in equity — which latter 
branch of their power has, in as far as the equity i( 
concerned, a slight trace of absurdity ia it— inai- 
much as, in the matter of English cases at least, 
it is merely an appeal from the Chancellor on the 
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bench at Lincoln's Inn, to the Chancellor upon 
the Woolsack in the old Court of Requests at 
Wcstmii^ter. # 

One naturally feels an anxiety to be wilJiin this 
house, and in consequence of its being a court of 
justice aa well as a court of taw, one maf, upon 
ordinary occasions^ enter it without paying that tax 
by which every public exhibition — I mean every 
axhibition of that which is really the property of 
the public — ia disgracfed— a disgrace which pro^ 
claims more loudly that Mammon is the idol of the 
Babyloniaa worships than any other circumstance 
that could be named. Turning to liit left, afiler 
you have gained the tcrmimition of those steps 
vhich lead from the south end of Westminster 
Hall to the lobbies and labyrinths of the Senate* 
bouse, you enter a small and dark door upon you 
right, and after two or three turnings more you 
oiter die House of Lords — an apartment which iav 
prcsses you with any ideas save those of grandcuT> 

At tkc fnrtha- or upper end of the room aiandi 
ibc throne, with gilded columns of the Corinthian 
order, and drapery which, whatever may he its in- 
dividual taste, 1^ no means accords with the grsy 
' sobriety M the ■ anelent tapestry with which the 
•rails are hung, and which shows the portruturc of 
the once formidable Armada, piled ship i^ve ship 
in defiance of every principle of perspective, and 
Ac effigies of the great men of the daya of Quce* 
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BcM, BB dtrk and grim as heart can desire. To 
the ri^t of the l^irone is a seat for the heir appa- 
rent, and to the left, another for the next in pre- 
sumptive succetaion. Below the heir apparent, on 
the same side, nt the Lords Spiritual, who are 
allowed becks to their seau upon all occasions. 
Further down are ^e seats of the Members of thA 
Administration, atid of those Peers who are under- 
stood to vote with them ; and further down still is 
a small matted space, where the sons of Peers, or, 
I believe, members of the other bouse, may stand 
or Ue, as they feel inclined, and listen to die solemn 
voices of the beneficed and titled orators. On the 
other side are the benches for the opposition ; and 
in the centre there are tables for the clerks, and 
wofrfsacks for the Chancellor of England and the 
twelve Judges. Whether it be that the upright- 
ness (^ jusUce is understood to preserve these at all 
times in a perpendicular position, I know not ; but 
certain it ia, diat they can have no physical leaning 
white they^ are in the house, as there are no rests 
for the back or the elbows even of the Lord Chatf- 
iqcllor, whs, in this respect, is less comfortably ac- 
commodated than the Speaker of the Lower House. 
The office of that personage is one of much influ- 
ence and emolument j but truly it would require to 
be so, because, taking the number and the import- 
ance «f his •vocations into consideration, tiiere is 
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Bot in England, and perhaps not in the world, au 
officer who has more severe or constant labour. 

Below the har, where you tak< your Btat'ion, un- 
less you are favoured with a peep by the side of the 
curtain behind the throne, is the place where coun* 
■el plead and witnes&es give evidence, and also 
where the reporters fur the newspapers, whom the 
House considers as not being there, take note of 
the stream of eloquence as it runs and broudens. 
Here they or the other strangers have nothing 
whereupon they may sit — it being understood that 
the things said are either of so much importance aa 
that people shall be glad to be allowed to stand and 
bear them, or so very soft and opiate, that the most 
natural position is that of sleep. 

You enter just as the Chitncellor has taken hu 
seat upon the woolsack, and while there is no other 
person in the House, save a casual Biiillop, who 
comes to render darkness visible upon that inter- 
minable subject of profound — or, as I should rather 
■ay, bathotic legislation — the marriage act; or to 
" set forth and show" as much of the wisdom of 
the Deans and Doctors of his Dioccss, as can be 
embodied in a petition ; but, as your very pious or 
Tcry profound man is always so far of the order of 
Pecora, ai that he ruminates— chews the cud on 
that which is within him, the head of the Lord 
Spiritual is so deeply delved in between his lawn 
ilecves, and these repose with such firmness and 
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quietude upon Ac tnck of die scats which are 8et< 
apart for fhcir Graces of Cnntcriiury and Tork^ 
upon the which haply the edge of hia meditation 
naj be turned, that he has more the appearance of 
a sinless and snowjr thing, thao of a partaker in 
those vaywardnessea and vanities which the eatings 
of the fatal apple has entailed upon the children of 
the earthly Adam. 

The Chancellor is ftierefore— except mere door- 
keepers, ssid messengers, and clerk*, with a linger- 
ing and apparently lifeless teportrt" or two, stretch- 
ed Tecupibent upon the .floor— beings whom a strata 
gcr with his eye in quest of lordly looks, and hia 
car pflrked up for lordly eloquence, has no dispo- 
silioo and indeed no power to recognize — the 
Chancellor ia the only person you behold, sittiag 
wiA the impertturbable serenity and unbrokeD 
cheerfulness of a Bramin at hi»^evpt)oas, amid the 
xichoess of some fndian solitude. You cannot help 
£ecUng pleased that you are enabled thvw to con- 
templMe this man-^many would compliment him 
by a^iog this nobleman — ^this foremost uf England's 
Peers, in iqiportance of office, and (discounttog 
pKJudices) I may also, with perfect safe^, add, in 
dearocss and' in grasp of intellect — many would 
compliAWttt Lord Eldon tlius ; but, it is more due 
to his being the architect of his own for^nes, with- 
out mosey to pay or friends to ptead for his act- 
voncemeof — ^to his unbouaded knowledge of Justice 
Vot.1.— O 
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.and of eqmty between maa and man — to Ui ud' 
wearied attention to his professional and parlia- 
mcntaiy duties — to bis undeviatbg straight-for- 
wardness in his political course, even in all its er- 
rors aod-sU its antiquated darkness, which will not 
bend themselvei to At line, or tcome out to the 
li|;fat of the spirit and practice, of an evcr-chasging 
world, to pay the tribute to man. You are pleased, 
and you have great reason to be pleased, that you 
are enabled t« contemplate Lord Eldon, without 
any thing to distract your obserratioo or disturb 
3rour reflections ; and when you look upon him, you 
ouioot but feel that you are looking at a personage 
of no every-day occurrence. The lines of his lace, 
deeply as they are marked, have none of ihote 
twistings and angularities which say that the spirit 
within, whatever may be its stjcogth or its spark- 
ling, la apt to be Uawn about by the winds of ad- 
rerse passions. There is a shrewdness — a perfect 
afprofonduaement in every point of his visage, which 
shows you that his mind can in an instant scan the 
whole, and measure the parts, of the most extensive 
and most complicated subject that can come before 
him ; there is a firmness and yet a softness— or ra- 
ther, perhaps, I should say a self-confidence and re- 
pose, in the strong muscles about his lips, wliicb 
at once tdl you that he will never utter what he does 
not himself believe, and that he will never utter it 
in a.*8y which .shall not be agreeable. His eyes, 
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though they have the stttlneas and the apparent depth 
of mountain lakes, when the wind dares not even 
whisper, and though they indicate that some pro* 
foond mental operation is going on within — some 
knotty point, darkened by all the sophistry of the 
har, and damaged by the blundering of less clear- 
headed men of the bench, is in the act of being re> 
solved, and brought back again to clearness and 
consistency — or some deeply laid and cunningly 
conducted fraud, by which generations unborn were 
all but spoiled of their heritage, is in the very ar^' 
tide of being detected, exposed, put an end to — 
though they tell you this, they have none of that 
dull filnrinesa, -dtM oblivious gliinmer.. of hunting 
after thought, which deadens the eyes of minor meo 
while ia cogitation upon minor subjects: there 
plays a gentleness, a perfect good humour, a wi^— 
happy lud harmless as that of an infant, and a some* 
thing else which no one can name, about them, 
which, if you have any speculation in you at alt, 
force you to come to the conclusion that die cheer- 
fulness which Lord Eldon has uniformly possessed 
during the very long period of his labours, is a 
cbeerftilness resulting from the consciousness of 
having d«ie his duty — a consciousness in which, if 
you be free from prejudice, you cannot bring your* 
self to believe that he is misbken. 

I jup not praising the ptditician, for, if polities 
were any part .of my present o|yect, I .think that 
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even I could demonstrate thsC the whole trnour of 
Lord Eldon's has been wroog ; and I think 1 could 
be able to show, that not a little of the error ^ere 
has resulted from the contradictory nature of the 
duties which he is called upon to perform, and from 
the intense application with which he has given up 
lui mind to the awarding of equity among ** things 
M they arc." If a constitution or a code of laws 
were to be maeie for a country, Lwd Eldon is, per- 
haps, the very last man that should be chosen to 
"niake them ; because the fuundation of all that he 
.has thought and decided, has'been in laws pre- 
itxistent ; and ao intently has he devoted btauelf 
to these, that be must have pveriook«i many parts 
of the mechaoism of society— parts which are 
the most essential to original legislation. As little 
could any man recantmend Lord Eldon, as one who 
could help forward human nature, either ia intel- 
lectual or in social iraprovement. Improvement of 
every kind, though not illegal, is extra-legal — there 
is no recognition of it, and no provision for it, upon 
the Statute-Book;, and therefore it follows, by nc- 
ccnary consequence, that upon all points of spe- 
culation, whether pcditical or commercial, Lord 
Sldon, or any man circumstanced and acting like 
Ltn^ Eldon, should- take the iHiberal side. The 
law » no where » school of liberality — I mean, of 
Qourse, liberaUty of views. It ties men down to a 
rale, and levels all Uk aspirations of aniiition and 
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genhis to one uniform tenoor of precedent or equi- 
ty. ThM there are liberal, and even specuhtive 
men, Aelonging to the legal profession, cannot be 
denied ; but they are liberal in spite of their pro- 
Fessioo, and not Id consequence of it i and where- 
ever such a lawyer exists, it will, upon ezainina- 
tion, uniformly be Found, that the books which he 
voluntarily reads, and the themes which come 
bidden to his contemplation, are very different 
from rescripts, and decretals, and comments, and 
statutes, and cases. Brougham, for instance, is 
lawyer ; and he is at the same time one of the best 
informed, and the most liberal man, upon all sub- 
jects that bear upon the improvement or the hap- 
piness of man. But though Brougham be a very 
able and exceedingly eloquent lawyer, it does noi 
require an inquisition into the fact, to know thai 
the law cannot be the single or even the main sub- 
ject about which the gigantic mind of Brougham is 
interested- Upon examination, it would be found 
tiiat Broogham has always some grand scheme — 
Eome intellectual hobby, for which his thoughts are 
ever and anon deserting the society of John Doe 
and Richard Roe, and to which they turn with a 
fondness, and cling with a pertinacity, 'unknown 
in his profession of a lawyer, weD versed and suc- 
cessful in that as he is. 

That Lord Eldon — that the humbly descended, 
and for .a long time unsuccessful and neglectd 
.. OS 
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John Scott, should have risen to the very aummit 
of trtifit-wortby and political office— should have 
been for ao long a period Lord Chancellor <^k£Bg- 
land and Lord Keeper of the Great Seal and the 
ICing'a conscience, is equally credible to himself 
and to his cpuotry, I do not say that his conduct 
as Lord Chancellor and Lork Keeper of the 
Royal conscience has b^n equally honourable, 
or equally advantageous to either party; because 1 
am not sure that those high offices are so compa- 
tible with each other, as that those talents, ami that 
turn of mind and turn of study, which qualify a 
man for being eminently valuable and successful in 
the one of them, may not prevent him tram being 
so valuable and successful in the other. What 
theoretical connexion there may be between that 
profound judgment in mailers of equity, which is 
essential to a good Lord Chancellor, and the keep- 
ing of a Royal conscience, I do not pretend to 
know i neither can I, for the soul of me, find out 
upon what principle they have been united toge- 
ther ; but of this I am certain, that the duties of 
the Lord Chancellor of England, as Lord Chan- 
cellor, are quite enough for any man, without 
troubling him with so nice and ddicate a function 
Is that of conscience-keeping — a thing which, of 
all things in the world, is ever the most in danger 
of slipping through the fingers even of him to whom 
by birthright it heloogs. Conscience is alt^gedier 
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an inexplicable, and even a contradictory matter i 
for, even in common language, the increase of it is 
accounted precisely the same sis the diminution; 
and to have an over-large conscience, and no coo* 
science at all, is, in ordinary parlance, one and* the 
same thing. 

Probably the incompatibility of these two parts 
of his oSGce may account for the doubtful naturs 
of Lord Eldon'a judgment m politics, while to 
law it is so very profound and correct. Altogether, 
however, he is an uncommon man— uncommon, not 
in a party or an administration merely, but uncom* 
mon in a nation or an age^-even in nations or 
ages. Even his enemies, and they have been nei- 
ther few «or silent, must concede to him the pos* 
session of natural talents and capacities of the 
very highest order ; nor can they deny to him the 
largest stock of acquired knowledge — that is more 
especially, or rather perhaps excluaiveLy, of ac- 
quired legal knowledge, of any. man now living. 
As might be ez{>ected, his logic is close and clear, 
where his judgment is profound ; and dwindles 
into flophistry, or drawls In assertion, where his 
judgmeift Is clouded or imperfect. His ingenuity, • 
indeed, is always such, that when he is combating 
even the clearest proposition, either of his avowed 
opponents, or of the more generally enlightened 
part of hia cotle^ucs in the Ministry, there is aT- 
ivays^a semblaoce of ratioeiiutioii ia hta speech— 
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a begiDDlng and an end in his argument, however 
much it may be disjoinced and broken in the middle. 
From his voice, his language, or his style. Lord 
Eldon derives but little assistance. Bom a North- 
umtt*iRn, as 1 believe, the uncouth huskiness of the 
Northumbrian orthoJtpy still ckares to him ; nor 
does it appear that he has attempted to change it — 
at any rate, he has not succeeded ; and I should sup- 
pose, that Lord Eldon attends too much to the ideas 
which he is delivenog, to have any leisure or any 
wish to set the syllablea id which they are delivered 
to the music of sweet songs. His language is simple 
and natural, with an occasional looseness, which 
one would not expect in so acute a discriminator, 
and so clear-headed a Judge. The style of his 
speaking— and that may in part be derived ftom 
his interferences in reefing the large and lombmng 
•ails of Uie Chancery barristers, is homely and 
colloquial ; and though he not unfrequently sins in 
a joke, or spots the solemnity both of the bench 
and the woolsack with a remarkably good-natured 
and generally well-timed witticism or piece of hu- 
mour, yet he ia never guilty of blowing tropes and 
^gurcs into those tornadoes of rhetorical rage, by 
which some orators confound alike their own ar- 
guments and the understandiogB of their hearers. 
When Lord Eldon speaks without sophfstry, you 
«re always sure to understand him, and convinced 
that he understands himself; md ev^ when he 
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takes to his sopbisms, you can see perfectly well 
what he is afterj and cannot help suspecting that be 
himself is perfectly aware that the end he has in 
view, the means by which he ia approaching it, or 
both together, are not just exactly what they sboolcl 
be. 

But the disadvantages (if they are disadvantages) 
under which I.Qrd Eldon labours, in voice, in Ian- . 
gnage, smd in a^le, arc made up, and perhapa 
more than made up, by his temperament, his ex- , 
pre^sion, and his manner. His temperament is 
more uniformly cheerful, perhaps, than that of any 
other tnan upon record, who had the same impor- 
tant and laborious duties. As Chancellor, this 
cheerful, bland, and soothiug appearance never 
leaves him ; and in politics, though he be a strong, 
and often a prejudiced and bigoted party man, he 
is nevex an angry or a peevhh one. The perfect 
intelligence and acuteness, too that sund confessed 
in his every feature and his every look, give great 
con&dence to his friends, and much confusion, and 
not a litde disarming, to his opponents ; while his 
mild, and aflable, and prepossessing manner is cal* 
culated to win the hearts even of those of whom he 
cannot command the understandings. 

Such ate a few traces of the character of Lord 
Eldon, as they might strike any one who came uop 
prejutUced to see him^, either on the Chancery bench 
^upDD which, by the way, I may visit him another 
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time) or as Speaker of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment ; and the reflections with which I have ven- 
tured to intersperse them are those which occurred 
to myself when I saw him (and it was the first time 
I saw him) sitting solitary among the woolsacks.— 
The importance of the place, the great nauonil 
events of which it had been the nursery, the grand 
displays of legislative and judicial power of which 
it had been the scene, its limited size, its lonel; 
furnishings, and, above all, its being calm and al- 
most deserted, made such an impression upon me, 
that they drew me into a reverie about woolsacks 
and Lord Chancellors, and bowing Lords and nod- 
ding Bishops, that I did not, till I was jbrcibly 
pushed to one side, perceive that the House, both 
above and below the bar, had filled, and that room 
was making f«r a deputation of the Commons, who 
■were to present some Bill or other for the further- 
ance of industry, in the principalis of Wales. 

If I may be permitted to use the expression, thii 
deputation was headed by the hospitable owner of 
Wynnstay, and acknowledged Lord of North Wil«, 
Sir Watkins Williams Wynne, Baronet. The su- 
periority of station which the members of the House 

' of Peers assume to themselves ever the members 
of the Lower House, is not more strongly marked 
in any thing than in their official communications^ 

' which are, in fact, copied after the way in which > 
peer aod a peasant are understood to perform theti 
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u'dinary business. The Peer sends his servant to 
do the work, while he himself remains in unoc- 
cupied and lordly state. The Commoocr, when 
Peers Erst came into fashion, had no mental, and 
therefore did the business himself. It is much the 
same in the intercourse with the two Houses : the 
Peert send a message, and the Commons go upon a 
deputation. The messenger in the former case ia 
a footman, with his cudgel of office j and though 
the officer of the House of Commons shoulders his 
mace, and ntarshals him the way, upon leave of 
entrance grant^ by the Speaker, yet it is only the 
servant who comes and makes his hows in the Lower 
House, and he turns his back upon the Speaker 
the moment that those are made. The Commons, 
on the other hand, upon permission being granted 
to appear at their Lordship's bar, conje in with as 
many and as sapient noddings of the head, as a 
wooden mandarin performs in a tea-dealer's win- 
dow ; the Chancellor advances to meet them, daz- 
zling them with the tinsel of his official bag, as Mi- 
nerva did the Trojans with her £gis ; and when 
they have said their say, in as hasty and as humble 
words as possible, backwards they nod agun after 
the same mandarin fashion, and keep their eyes 
upon the mysterious satchel, until the click of the 
foldiag doors tells that they have vanished. 

The deputation to which I allude cam; in thta 
manner ; and certainly the majority of the Upper 
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Honte received them with lordly nonchalance. The 
Chancellor himself was the only one that made even 
BD iocIinatioD of the head, or returned a smile as 
the price of all their noddings. In the meanwhile, 
a Bight Reverend Lord was making a spealcing- 
trumpet of the Earl of Liverpool's ear ; Lord Hol- 
land, with his legs crossed, and both his hands on 
the top of a hazel BtafT, appeared to be hamming a 
tune ; Lauderdale was casting in, below thebencHes, 
a glRnce which would have made one suppose he 
was afraid of rata ; Earl Grey had his lips squeezed 
together, and a tenseness and rigidity over all his 
muscles, as if something had been pinching himi 
and he scorning 10 tell it ; sundry coroneKd brows 
and mitred heads were nodding, but assuredly not 
in return for the nods of the Commons' deputa- 
don ; and even the soft Kenyon hardly exchanged 
a Ionic with his compatriot. While this deputation 
was returning, the House became more and more 
crowded, the powers of slumbering got themselres 
imo ^eir places of repoac ; and the -whole Lords, 
l^trituat and Temporal, haraessed themselves for a 
debate— the appearance of the House during which 
was in itself too interesting, -and to ^me too novclf to 
come in at the end of thb -chapter. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
THE HOUSE OF LOBDS f. 
■'Now the stotin begins to lour." 



Whatevir influence the titles and the honours of 
the English nobility may have upon their talenU 
and their morality, there can be no question that, 
both out of their House of Assembly and in it, they 
give a tone of order and dignit}' to their conduct. . 
This may, in some measure, arise from the circum- 
stance of most part of them being older men than 
the members of the House of Commons : the occa- 
' sional presence of the Monarch, and the continual 
presence of the throne, may also have an eSect i and 
very probably the presence of the Church dignita- 
ries may not be wholly without influence. But - 
whatever may be the causes — and it is not worth - 
while to analyse or investigate them — it is certain 
that there is a suavity and a decorum in the con- 
duct of this House, which belong not to any othec 
assembly, whether of laymen or of churchmen, ihat 
I ever witnessed. It is true, that their harangues 
are not j ust so briUiimt as some of those in the Lower 
Vol. I.— P , 
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House; but it is equally true, that ttiey are less 
discursrve, stick more closely to the matter iu de- 
bate, preserve a greater shoir of civili^^ towards 
cadt otlier, do not cackle so much when they are 
pleased or triumphant, or make such attempts to 
' browbeat when they are apprehensive ; nor do they 
carry their animosities so often beyond the areoa 
of their oratory, as they of the House 'of Com- 
noBs. They have been taunted by men of more glib 
tongues and more flexible notions : they have been 
called the House of Incurables ; but, to me at least, 
they appear to be incurable only in the aame wny 
with a man who is already in perfect health. Nor 
ought it to be forgotten, that, notwithstanding the 
Commons are the Constitutional watchmen in every 
thing that concerns the rights and interests of the 
people, the Lords have often detected fiaws,. and 
.resisted encroachments upon rights which did not 
belong to themselves, as a body, and which the 
Commons bad wholly overlooked. At the present 
moment, notwithstanding the mass of business 
talent which is in the Lower House, it is the Chair- 
man of die Standing Committee of the Lords, who 
is the grand assay-master of all private Bills, and 
who certsinly discovers, and as certainly strikes i 
out those illegal but concealed clauses, which the I 
framers of such Bills often smuggle in, in order to 
forward their own interests. I bad myself occasion 
to know of a case in which the public had to light 
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■gainst as imprineijAed * let of jobbers as ever dis- 
graced office, in a situKtioti so femote as to be witbr 
out the control of the high mod honouraEle servants 
of the Crown, and guardians of puUic right. Clause 
after clause, and sentence after sentence, of the draft 
of the Bill had, by those who bad no par^ interest 
to serve, been foughten as hard, Jind won as fairly, 
as ever were the inches of a battle-field. When the 
Bill was brought into the House of Commons, it ' 
was known that there was one faulty little clause— 
oDe provision for a job — a job not better than a 
beggar's alms indeed, but still a job ; and it was 
hoped that the wisdom of the Hoase of Commons 
would wash out the little spot. But they did .not. 
It passed that House without a single observation : 
and those agents ahd members who were aware o( 
it, and hostile to it, were afraid to bring tt into 
notice lest tiiey should thereby Stir u[^ ao opposi* 
tJon which would be fatal to the whole measure. 
The moment, however, that it went to a Committee 
in the House of Lords, and the Earl of Shaftsbury 
laid his finger upon the faulty clause, he dashed it' 
out as unparliamentary. This, of course, is but 
one instance out of many ; and, trifling though it . 
he, it shows the prejudice which exists, or rather 
which occasionally exlsu, that the capaci^ and- 
utility of this House do not rest upon the veiy 
surest of all foundations. It is true, that the 
coronet is often placed upo9 brows, where it cm 
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neither dignify nor be dignified ; but it is not less 
true, that the Peers of Parliameiit are as thoroughly 
imbued with the principles and the love of liberty, 
and with the knowledge of every thing that can 
advance the interests of society, as any class of , 
British subjects. Nor are they the less likely to 
exercise those feelings, and defend those rights, 
because they are somewhat more measured in their 
temper and their eloquence than the members of < 
the other House. 

7'he debate which followed the presenting of the I 
Welch Bill, and sundry other minor matters of > 
form and detail, was long, latere sting, and animated ; 
so ihat in the course of it I had occasion to see and ' 
to hear most of Ae leading speakers of the day. i 

*Oi]e of those speakers, and in point of ardent love I 
of liberty and of man, of perfect and impassioned 
eloquenoe,*of keen perception, of overpowering 

.. elegance, of commanding manliness, and of un- 
rivalled empire over every passion of the human 
heart, has since then paid the final tribute to nature ; : 
and no equal or near follower to him, in any of his I 
higher attributes, has yet been found. I need not 
say that I allude to the late Lord Ersktne — a man , 
in whom the sheer and almost unbidden power of 
genius planted itself with a firmness, and shot up j 
with'a strength and a sublimity, to which there is 
nothing counterpart in the recent annals of the I 
world. Bom not under the most auspicious cir- 
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cumatances, and nurtMred not upon the world'^ 
most Sovtry side, a portion of the geBuine spirit of 
man — an istcDse breathiog of that afflatus which 
not all the Courts and all the Colleges in the world 
can inspire, came upon the Hon. Thomas Erslcine, 
and enabled him, in the teeth of mioy fip advern^ 
dvcumstance, to make a stand for English liber^, 
and take a station among British patriots, <^ which 
the genuine instances are but too easily numbered* ' 

When a general movement towuxl revoluoon on 
the part of nations, and a general disposition to 
meet that movement with haughtiness *nd harsh- 
ness on the part of their rulers, .threatened to la- ' 
cerate the social compact in many of the European 
States— when Ae Government of this coontry, yet 
feeing the dis|^ce and defeat which it had sustain- 
ed from its own ctJonisU in the West, apd dread- 
ing the dark clouds which <«ere cvtry where 
collecting in the most lowering and appalling shapes ^ 
in the East, was disturbed from its usual wisdom . 
^as one would suppose) and driven away from its 
usual patsnal soticilfde for the happiness, the prcM- 
perity, and (may I also add ?) the liberty of its sub- 
jects, and proceeding or preparing, or at least seem- 
ing to prepare, for modes of actions and lines of 
policy which, had they been adopted and pcooeeded 
in, might have embroiled it in ^e iopendiag rain, 
Thomas Ersktoe arose, and did perhaps mone for 
tlw Govfinnuat, aad certamly more fco" the people 
P2 
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of England, than any odier man of almost any 
time. When they who looked only to the stability 
of the throne, or rather to the security of their own 
places under die throne, were preparing, in the 
anguish of begun dispair, to do that which even 
tbey never would have dreamed of in the exercise 
of judicious courage — whtn even the orators, who 
profess to despise that which they had schooled 
themselves in oratory in the hope of obtainiog, 
were wavering and irresolute, or, at any rate, wast* 
ing their time and dissipating their abilities in 
Utopian projects of general reform, which never 
were fitted, and probably never intended, to come 
into practical operation— when the very corner- 
stone of England's Palladium was threatened to be i 
moved from its place — when the most glorious leaf 
in the volume of her liberties seemed about to be 
given as dry stubble to the blasts of anarchy — when 
that Jury of his Peers, by which England's best 
law says that every man shall be tried, was tn jeo- , 
pardy of being made a piece of idle mummery— 
when there was some danfjh- that justice would 
fling clean away the scales of equity and the cur- 
tana of mercy, and grasp the crooked falchion of 
vengeance with both her hands— when, in short, 
England and England's weal were rocking to their 
very bases,' and the governors and the governed 
were in the very act of being burst asunder, to meet ■ 
•gain ia the collisioa of national ruin — it was then, I 
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then that Erskine, with no weapon save that of 
truth, and no auxiliary but that of tranaceodcnt and 
overpowering genius, sprang' forward at the very 
point of extremity, andiy preserving the integrity ^ 
of the law, worked at once the salvation of the throne 
and of the people. 

Such was the service which the late Lord Erskine 
at one time rendered to his country, and to human 
nature : but nothing connected with individual man 
is immortal. The good king of the former hour is 
forgotten, for the sake of the better king of the 
present — because the one has the power of giving, 
while with the other all power is at an end ; the 
wonder of yesterday is lost sight of in admiration 
of the wonder of to-day ; and the patriot of a former * 
year ceases to be named, lest he should detract 
from the merits of the patriot of the present. New 
men, like new shapes of furniture and new patterns 
of dress, are valuable because they are fashionable; 
whilti those to which mankind have been long ac-. 
customed are, though they be ever so much more 
substantial or convenint, laid aside as useless, be- 
cause they are old. Lord Erskine lived to the - 
extreme limit of man's duration ; and though he 
retained an uncommon degree of vivacity and vi- 
gour to the last, and never lost with the people 
one tittle of that admiration which he had so glo- . 
riously won, yet among political men he received 
not in his last years that consideration which he 
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had cotnmaDded in the prime of his meritorious 
servicea. The fame of Lord Erskine is still safe 
cnougb, however ; and though it were not, it is fat 
better that Englishmen fjieuld not be sufficiently 
grateful to the man who saved their liberties, than 
that those liberties should not have been saved. 

Of the existing members of the Upper House, 
those whom provincial people talk of roost fre- 
quently, and look up to with most respect, as the 
leaders of the Ministerial and the Opposition party, 
are the Earl of Liverpool and Earl Grey ; and 
those who live at a distance, and who have never 
had personal opportunities of studying those noble- 
men, run some chance of making an exchange in 
several of their qualities — of picturiog Liverpool, 
the steady Tory, as a man of haughty bearing and 
austere front ; and Grey, the consistent Wig, as 
one who is all mildness and conciliation to the 
people I but the reality is just as much the reverse 
•f this as can well be imagined. Liverpool is one 
of tTie most candid, or at least mild and kindly men 
living! while Grey is haughty and stubborn to ab- 
solute moroseness. The one seems an universal 
philanthropist, whose house, whose hand, and whose 
heart, are open to every body ; the other lo<rfc8 i 
proud and haughty Baron, who would retire from 
the contamination of the people, shut himself up 
within his castle, and command the ialcons aud 
demi-falcoas -to play i^too then from the buttle* 
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meats, if the^ would not get tbetn gone freu his 
baronial .vicinity. 

I^ord Liverpool possesses a moderate and reason- 
able degree of original talents ; and they have re- 
ceived a moderate share of cultivation, though that 
has been a cultivation in business details rather 
than in oiiginal or theoretical principles. His 
judgment is respectable, although it has by no 
neans the acute and searching profiindity of that 
of Lord EldoQ ; and though upon the whole he be 
a clear logician, he is apt to fall ioto many blunders 
upon many subjects ; and this, evidently because 
many of the subjects with which he has to grapple, 
involve combinations which are too intricate for his 
disentanglement, and principles which are ton large 
for bis grasp. In his appearance there is something 
extremely prepossessing ; and no man can be more 
specious in his manner, or more mild in his ex- 
pressions ; nor do these agreeable qualities appear 
to be in the least assumed— they are so easy and 
so habitual, that he must have received them from 
nature. His voice is loud and clear ; and his Ian> 
guage, though not of the most powerful or classical 
character, is notwithstanding good. . Nor is there 
any great reason to quarrel with the structure of 
his speeches : they are rather loose, to be sure, and 
generally somewhat lengthy ; but as both the loose- 
ness and the length have the, appearance of being 
the result of a continual endeavour to make himself 
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perfectly underatood, they are never nther tire- 
some or offensive. Lord Liverpool ia an agreeable 
apeaker, as well for the qualitiea that I have no- 
ticed, as tor the air of perfect carneatneas and good 
faith which are always playing about him. When 
he blunders, though there scarely b« any one la 
whom we regret the eustence of a blunder so 
much, there is perhaps no roan in whom we feel 
so Uttle disposition to he offended. We tifce some 
jnen on acceunt of the doctrines which they pro- 
pound ; and there are many instances in which 
Lord Liverpool claims our regard upon this ac- 
count: but there are others in' which one, who ia 
independent and unprejudiced, can neither refrain 
from disliking the doctrine nor firom liking him by 
whom it is set forth. Notwithstanding the mild- 
ness of his manner, and the soft, persuasive, and 
diffuaive flow of his words, Lord Liverpool is a 
man of sanguine temperament; and though his feel- ' 
ings have not the mass or the hardoeaa of those 
of men of more stern and vigorous character, per- 
haps there is not in the whole Houae one - whose 
feelings are keener, or who is so delicately sensible 
to that which runs counter to his opinion of the 
principles of right utd wrong. ' 

Earl Grey is very mu^ the reverse of all this ; 
one cannot help assenting to most of the doctrines 
which he delivers, and admiring the mode in which 
they are delivered; but really H would require 
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fflore coaxini; than the pride of Earl Grey could 
be expected to submit to, to make one very mucli 
in love with ttie man. With a better knowledge, 
herhaps, of the popular rights of Englishmen, more 
perfect judgment in their defence, and a more com- 
manding, dignified, and forcible declaration of- 
diem, than any other man in either of the Houses, 
the whole bearing of Eari Grey, whether truly 
or not, I take not upon me to determine, pro- 
claims, and proclaims it in such way as that no 
one can posaibly mistake it, that he does nut con- 
sider himaelf one of those people of whose rights 
he is, notwithstanding, so bold and so able a cham- 
pion. Earl Grey is an elegant man in his person; 
and his usual dress is tight and trim,- bordering 
upon priggism. When he sits still, there is a 
querulous and hectic air about him, which would 
induce one to believe that he feels sore both in 
body and mind ; and when he first rose to speak, 
1 felt a kind of mixed Bensatioa.that never came 
across me upon first observing any other public 
nan. During the first sentence or two, it seemed 
as if the subject had been too great for his bodily 
strength, and too little for his mental feelings— 
as though he had risen to perform an act of duty 
to which his strength was unequal, and to do a deed 
of condescension by which his notion of himself 
vas to be humbled. This expression however, by 
Agrees, wore off; and he had not proceeded far. 
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whcD his strength appeared more than commeoBU- 
rate to the task ; and, if his mind had not de- 
scended to what seemed at first the level of the suh> 
ject, he had soon contrived to elevate the subject 
to his own vantage ground. Never did I bear 
^e parts of an argument chosen with bencr judg- 
ment, or put together with more fitneas and force 
of logical concatenation. His voice, which had at 
first seemed the voice of a man ready to' gasp or 
to faint through feeblenesb, caught a peculiar man- 
liness of emphasis, which was in no way diminished 
by its Uightly (juttural tone. His language, though 
simple, and never strained after gaudy ornaments, 
seemed to me nevertheless to be a perfect model of 
elegance ; whil^ in his air and his gestures ihtre 
was BO much of genteel dignity, and polished lofti- 
ness, that I could soon see a- reason for his being 
looked up to as the leader of a party, (since I must 
mention parties,) in the composition of which pride 
- doest not form the smallest ingredient. 

If Earl Grey seems the portraiture of the haughty 
Baron, who with circumstances a little changed, 
might exist in any country, Lord Holland is the 
express image of John Bull himself, and could 
neither have been produced, nor could exist, out 
of England. Every thing about him is English. 
You would tell a secret to Liverpool with perfect j 
confidenrc, and, touching your hat to Grey, ts a i 
highly respecubk: and respected po-sonage, you 
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would pass by on the other side ; hut the moment 
that you see Lord Holland, a very strong disposi- 
tion comes across you to walk up to him, and shale 
him by the hand with as much cordiality as you 
would a twenty year's friend after a thirty years' 
absence. He is so perfectly plain, and even homely, 
though certainly without the least trace of vul- 
garity, in his dress, his person and his manners — 
there sits such a demonstration of good feelings, 
good intentions, good heart, and good cheer, very 
where about him — and there are with all so many 
" wreathed smiles" about his mouth, and such a 
glee, and a desire to be happy and to make happy, 
in his eye, that, instead of meeting with him in 
the cold solemnity of the House of Lords, yoii 
would far rather that he and you should retire and 
crack a bottle and a joke together, after the business 
of the House were over. 

Notwithstanding, however, this plain and unpre- 
tending, this amiable cKterior, you somehow or 
other cannot help keeping your eyes rivetted upon 
Lord Holland. There is a lightness and a play 
in the muscles of his countenance, which, clogged 
with no inconsidetable degree of obesity as they 
are, you cannot discover in those of any other 
of the congregated Peers j for the sparkle— or, per- 
haps, rather one should say, the ripple — upon the 
countenance of Lord King, has a hardness and A , 
satirical asguliriqr, which is wuitiog in the other; 
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and the good humour of the Chancellor is some- 
what too subdued and stilly for all, or even for 
ordinary tastes. There is a transparency and a 
gleaminess io Lord Holland's eye too, which charms 
you — if not after the fashion in which creatures 
are said to be charmed by the eye of a basilisk, yet 
charms you, perchance, somewhat more than you , 
would expect to be charmed by the eye of a Lord. 
While looking at his figure, you would imagine 
that he was sitting in a state of listless helpless- | 
□ess ; but if any position shall be taken by those on 
the other side, which strikes him as peculiarly ab- i 
surd or untenable, or if any thing is attempted to ' 
be defended, which appears to him unconstitutional i 
4>r unjust, there beams a glance from under his very | 
marked and expressive eyebrow, which has more 
both of commentary and refutation in it, than many 
long and elaborate speeches. You continue to look 
at him ; the whole of his expression gradually un- 
dergoes a change — either becomes animated in it- 
self, or you become animated to the perception of it: 
BO that even before he rises to speak, you have been I 
worked iiito a sort of prophetic belief, that, in as I 
far as the poetry, the music, and the feelings of ' 
eloquence are concerned, he is the most eloquent 
Peer around the woolsack. 

As soon as the noble Lord rises to speak, you 
find, at least as far as the gifts of nature, and the 
iatenuil machinery of an orator, tve concerned, that 
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your prophecy was a correct one. Even here, how- 
ever, external appearances are decidedly against 
him, and prevent aupcrficia, observers from giving 
to his genius and his heart that credit which they 
unquestionably deserve. In his manner he is phiin 
and ktnd; but there is a hesitation about htm, 
which. Joined to his appaiently coaetitmional art- 
lessness, makes you feel a species of sympathy for 
him, which, to whatever extent it may increase 
your afTcction, is by no means calculated to draw 
forth your admiration. His voice is soft and musi- 
cal, his language invariably pure and classical ; and 
his style, though light, sketchy, and varied, is al- 
ways eloquent. In the substratum of his mind 
there is considerable power; and you cannot help 
thinking, that had he cultivated it with more assi- 
duity, the result, both to himself and to his country, 
vTouM have been extremely beneficial. Lord Hol- 
land ia by no means a close logician i and though 
the individual parts of his oration be remarkably 
good in themselves, and exceedingly well managed, 
he seldom puts them together in such a way as to 
give to the mass the sum of the forces of all the 
constituent parts. Of all party men ia the upper 
House who speak often, and apeak with passion. 
Lord Holland is perhaps the man of the least as- 
perity. Some go to work by an attempt to break 
down, by forcible and forward means, the arguments 
of tbcir o^onents, and a very few level their dead- 
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liest shafts in a personal way ; but of personal hos- 
tility Lord Holland has very little, if indeed he 
have any, and of straight-out fighting in argument 
he has not a great deal. No doubt he can declaim, 
and declaim with great power or great pathos, as 
circumstances may require; but still, if declamation 
vikc the form of iovecttve, the object of it is usu- 
ally something more abstract and general, than a 
man or party of men. H'la Jorte in speaking is two- 
fold : he can, by a succession of brief and brilliant 
sallies, put those against whom he is arguing into 
;nuch better humour with him than they are with 
their own arguments, or even with themselves ; and 
no man can make a better display in warmth and 
width of illustration. Lord Holland is, in short, 
apparently the best-humoured man, and certainly 
the best modeller of a single figure (of speech I 
mean,) to the upper House of Parliament. 

But notwithstanding all the warmth of his own 
heart, all the warmth which he inspires in the hearts 
of others, all the glowing pictures which he draws ' 
of departed liberty, and all the poems which he ■ 
sings to the memory of his favourite — seasoped by 
snatches of the most pointed and penetrating satire 
against those by whom, in one country or ano- , 
ther, she has been overthrown-^there is about \ 
Lord Holland, besides his hesiution, a subdued, 
in-eBolute, and half -desponding tone, which makes 
one doubt his belief; that any of the glowing scenes 
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which his fine imagination can paint so well, shall 
ever be realized. In smooth times, and with the 
voi<;£ of ^e nation to back him, Lord Holland 
vould be one of the most deli^tful leaders in the 
cause of graeral freedom and general prosperiQ', 
and no man could better point die indigination of 
an enlightened and manly Government against 
an open or an insidious foe ; but the structure of 
Lord Holland's mind is all too delicate, and the 
chords of his heart are all too slender and too sweet- 
ly tuned, to enable' him to grapple with any imme- 
diate danger, or to be strong in dmes of peril, or 
against a party of obdurate hearts, overbearing pre- 
tensions, or overpowering strength. 

No doubt, if the dispositions of all men were as 
they should be, Lord Holland would be one of the 
most efficient, aa under any circumstances he must 
be one of the most pleasant, Parliamentary Peers ; 
and at the present time, when the disposition of a 
majority, if not of the whole of the British Cabi- 
net, is to do good, there can be no question that he 
is belter qualified to stimulate their intentions, and 
accelerate their progress, than a more haughty and. 
stubborn orator. When it is further considered 
that the line of his Lordship's political course has 
been, aH tilings considered, a straight one, and that . 
the ardour into which he has been betrayed, has 
proceeded more from the warmth of the heart than 
from the ambitioB of the head^ I should natui^Ily 
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suppose that there is not in the ranks of Opposition, 
in that Houae of which he forma one of the bright- 
est ornaments, a single individual from whom the 
adverse party would tate a hint with more franlt- 
ness or q^ore grautude than from Lord Holland. 

Lord Harrowby, though of the very opposite 
politics of Lord HoUand, and though unlike bin in 
several poinU of his character, yet, perhaps, comes 
nearer to him in a considerable number of them, 
than any other member of the Peers. It is true, 
that he is wholly without that jolly expression of 
boon companionship, which makes one feel so heart- 
' ily toward the other, and he wants entirely the 
classical language, and the light and playful elo- 
quence of style. Nor is the matter of his speaking 
more similar than those points of the manner; for 
while the charm of Lord Holland consists in the 
generous glow of ever-varying illustrations, that 
of Lord Harrowby consists in the clearness of de- 
tails. In talents they are, perhaps, pretty nearly 
vpon an equality ; and what the one possesses as 
an eloquent scholar and man of letters, is compen- 
sated ii» the other by an acquaintance with official 
machinery and movements. In consequence of this, 
though Lord Harrowby would not withstand Lord 
JHoUand for a single minute, as a fine and fervent 
orator, he would ultimately be more than a match 
for him as a man of business. 
Lord Horrowby's judgmeBt is vergr coosiderable. 
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and his logic is connected and good ; so that though 
he never can be an overpowering or commanding 
speaker, he is always intelligible, and often convinc- 
ing. That mind, ttto, would be sadly prejudiced* 
which did not like the roan : I speak not of the 
man as he acts in private life — as he conducts him- 
self to his family and his relations ; because in that 
respect he, or any other man, is not the property 
either of those major historians, who write in sound- 
ing periods that which they do not very well un- 
derstand, or of those minor and desultory anno- 
tatota, who, like me, tinderstgnd tolerably well a 
good many things which the gentleness and for- 
bearance of their own dispositions forbid them to 
write ; I speak of the man, as he is the property of 
tlie public — as he stands up to deliver his stmt!- 
nients and do his duly in the grand Council of 
England ; and, putting prejudice and passion aside, 
I say, and I defy contradiction, that there are few 
persons there, with whom, as men, one has reason 
to be better pleased than with Lord Harrowby. 
His expression is not merely mild, it is absolutely 
benignant ; and his manner is so imposing, his- 
Btyle so artless, and his language so, simple, that in 
spite of the smallnese and the feebleness of his voice, 
his in0ueiicc is, and deserves to be very consider- 
able. Under no circumstances could Lord Harrow- 
by be ft showy character ; but it is as difficult to 
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imagme any circumstances under which he would 
not be an useful and an ag;reeable one. 

No Peer is aiorc diiFerent from both of these 
than the Earl of Lauderdale, whose character is 
about as sulleo as that of Lord Holland is soft, and 
whose expression is about as *' irony" (there is no 
managing his Lordship's expression without coining 
a word) as that of Lord Harrowby is Ijienignaot ; 
for the Earl of Lauderdale, it does not appear that 
there is a soft seat in all the Upper House. He 
has not, indeed, tried the Bishop's benches, or the 
vootsacV, or the throne ; but he has made tentation 
of scats in divers other places, and I have never 
heard that he retained any of them very long, or 
appeared to feel very much at his ease while in them. 
That the Earl of Lauderdale has seen meet thus 
to change his position, I am far from wishing to 
characterize as any thing wrong : the Apostle's 
maxim, " Try all things," is a very good one, even 
in politics, provided that it be followed in close 
juxta-position by the words which are inseparably 
connected with it in Holy Writ— -""Hold to that [ 
which is best." But even here, if I were making | 
the concessicHi ip an argument with the *' shrewd" | 
(I cannot even coin the right word here, for it is not < 
exactly shrewd, it is not exactly acute, it is not 
profound, and it is aiiy thing but either judicious | 
or circumventive,) Earl himself, I should have to 
' ooucade tlie last word With a gloss as laog, and, if I I 
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could, almost as learned and logical, as one of his 
own political pamphlets. The scope and tendency 
of this annotation would be to establish clearly both 
the ^uid and the necgvid, as to whom and what 
" the best'-' should be for, what should be the law 
of its application, and by whom that law should be 
administered. 

Far be it from me, however, to entangle myself 
in the niceties of so very curious and complicated 
a piece of machinery, as that which produces ths 
kind, the consistency, or the contradictions, of any 
man's politics. Rational liberty demands that a po- 
litician should, if irresistible motives prompt him 
thereto, be a tory this year, and a Whig the next, 
just in the same manner as some stripling saonterer 
in the Babylonian Bear-gardeit garnishes his face 
with nock mustachios there, and claws them off 
when he goes down into the country, to recruit the 
exhaustion of his purse and his person by the libe- 
rality of his indulgent parents. 

That they are not honest and conscientious men, 
— men who are able, and, if necessity required it, 
witling, to give satisfactory reasons both for the 
faith and the practice that are in them, it would be 
worse than absurd to suppose— unless, indeed, in 
those out'of-the-way cases where an individual forms 
the whole p^rty within himself; and these, like the 
Philosopher's Stone, or the Irreducible Case, and 
probably alao the North-west Passage, are not to 
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be discovered or solved by any established rule or 
koQWD formula. But if this be once conceded, (and 
he who will not concede it is not a person with whom 
to argue,) the propriety of a man's changing from 
one party to another is in the high road to demon- 
stration. It must be supposed that those honest and 
conscientious men espoused the par^, upon a firm 
conviction that their so doing was right ; even if 
wrong, the charge against them is merely one of 
error in judgment, and it would be somewhat dif- 
ficult to prove it to be even that j for he who is 
tinable to find any sinister or selfish motive fen- ano- 
ther man's belonging to a different party from him- 
self, would require to be more than usually free 
from party feelings, and party prejodicea, before 
he could venture to decide whether that other were 
or were not in error. It is the fault or the feeling 
of many men, and of none more than politicians, 
who write themselves down for a large credit in the 
books of liberality, to be more watchful over the 
purity and consistency of other men's motivea than 
of their own. This may be very natural, but it is 
not very wise ; inasmuch as every man, being best 
acquainted with his own failings, would conduce 
most to the general good, by attending to and cor- 
recting them. 

When, therefore, I say that the Earl of Lauder- 
dale has occupied seats facing various ways in the 
House of Peers, I state it as a matter of iaaulated 
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fact, and not as one of the argumentative poaJtioas 
from which any inference is intended to be drawn. 
My object is not "to point a moral," but "to adora 
a tale ;" and if the tale which lies in my way has not 
many ornaments, my duty and my interest both, 
conspire in disposing of the few that it has to the 
best advantage. 

The Earl of 'Lauderdale, though he clatma con- 
siderable pretensions both to range and to depth as 
a politician, always struck me as being acute by 
nature, rather than well-informed by regular and 
unsophisticated study. I should not be disposed to ' 
repose much confidence in his judgment; and I 
ground this scepticism as well upon the changes 
which conviction (of course) has caused him te 
make, as upon the arguments that he has used, and 
the conclusions that he has arrived at, both on the 
one side and the other. But though I would not 
restmueh on his judgment in the selection of the 
principles and the arguments which he selects, I 
must allow him great merit for the logical skill 
and logical clearness with which they are managed. 
If he were as much a master in the taking up of 
good positions, as he is in the defending of them 
after they are taken up, few men of his time would 

' have, or deserve to have, more power, or make r 
stronger impression. 
In the air and manner of Lord Lauderdale, there 

I is not much to command either aflfcction or admi- 
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ration, and if he be by turns tired of both sides of 
the house, I rather think that both sides of the 
house are by turns tired of him, and that in this 
respect accounts between them are very nearly ba- 
lanced. His aspect is angular and hard— indicatiTe 
of a sulien temperament. His voice, though strong, 
is harsh — grates upon the ear tike a piece of unpo- 
lished and unoiled machinery ; his language, though 
very forcible, is perhaps coarser than that of any 
other Peer; and though his style be bold— very 
bold, there is about faim a hardness of manner, and 
a continual expression of partisanship, which render 
hia influence more limited than from his talents, 
and especially from his acuteness, one would be led 
to suppose. 

Considerations in which parliamentary eloquence 
and senatorial skill have certainty no concern, in- 
duce one to look round in the House of Lords, in 
order to discover the Duke of Wellington ; and be 
who like me catches there his first glance of that 
successful warrior, can hardly fail to feel a little dis- 
appointed. Nothing proves more forcibly the utility 
of the division of labour, and of a man seeking for 
honour and emolument, in that way which his ta- 
lents and his desires point, than a comparison of 
the Duke of Wellington's great renown as a war- 
rior, and his comparative want of renown as a 
statesman. Either war or debate, or both, have 
<hanged, or the Duke of Wellington has not such 



;, Google 



BABTLON THE GREAT. 181 

a range of powers as the great Argyle, of whom the 
puct Bung, that he shook the senate and the field 
with the same sort of shaking ; for though the gal- 
lant Duke unquestionably did shake many a well 
foughtco field with most tremendous charges, and 
the loudest trumpet notes of victory ; yet it struck 
me, that if ever he were to shake the Senate at all, 
he would give it a shaking that would excite few 
men's envy. It is impossible for a Briton not to , 
feel anxious to see this famed Peer ; but really it 
would be decidedly for the interest of Lord Welling- 
ton himself, and no way injurious to the interests 
of his country, that his senatorial displays should 
be as few and as far between as possible. In the 
field he has won glory enough j and for aught I 
know, or wish to know, he has won it by means, 
with which I at least have no desire to quarrel ; but 
from any exhibition in the way of eloquence, which 
I have seen him make, or heard of his making, I do 
not think that the laurels of the warrior will become 
more green in their leaves, or more lasting in their 
nature, by any addition that can be made in the 
House of Lords. In those requisites, both of na- 
ture and of education, which fit a man for gaining 
victory there, his original conformation, his path in 
life, or both together, have made him veiy deficient. 
Nor need it be said that the Ducal warrior has been 
too much occupied in fields of battle for attending 
to the principles of business, or the force and graces 
Vol. I^R 
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of rhetoric ; and that now that he can attend to his 
duty as a senator, he will improve in these : for no 
man can contemplate his chesful temper, his per- 
fect satisfaction with himself as he is, and the air of 
importance with which he delivers what would be j 
mere triSes ia any ordinary Peer, with any hope 
4hat he will improve. Whatever may be a man's 
power of improving himself, he never will put that i 
powtT in operation without a conviction that it is | 
Heeded ; and, indeed, without the evidence of such | 
a conviction, no man can be certain that the power . 
exists. Nobody has a right to quarrel with the | 
Duke's appearance in the House, or the way in i 
which he essays to make an impression upon its { 
wisdom ; but every man who wishes well to the i 
permanence of his fame — and the fame of a British ! 
warrior is not a thing to be trifled with, will be i 
anxious that he should stake the security of it upon 
as few Parliamentary displays as possible. There i 
may not be any necessary connexions between those 
talents which enable a man to marshal soldiers, 
and those which enable him to marshal syllogisms ; 
and, indeed, one whostudiesthe subject, must easily | 
«ee that the profession of the hero rather tends to I 
eradicate many things which are requisite in that of i 
the orator. No doubt, in as far as both are disci- 
plinaries, both are the better for it j but here, and 
the advance is by no means a great one, the parallel 
stops. Though the commander of the army ar- 
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ranges and directs, he contributes nothing to the 
essence of that which constitutes the strength of the 
a.tmy. The men and the materiel are not furnished 
by him ; and if the greatest conqueror that ever 
conquered were forced to depend upon his personal 
resources, the tale of his actions would be by no 
means a brilliant one. The orator, on the other 
hanj, ja gsoorsl and army together ; he is the blun- . 
dcrbuss and the blow, as well as the supcrintendxnt 
who tells when the one shall be fired and how the 
other shall be sU'UcI:, The one is in a great mea- 
sure dependent upon the exertions of others ; the 
other depends wholly upon himself; hence the exer- 
cise of any one of the vocations is hostile to the 
perfection of the other. There is another difference : 
Ae warrior, unless he has warred in a particular 
manner and for a particular purpose, cannot feel 
the glow of that internal fire — has not room for the 
play of those elements of freedom, which are essen- 
tial to the formation of a first-rate orator. A well- 
disciplined mercenary or standing army, is either 
useless and unsafe, or it is a despotism of the very 
closest kind. The great body of those who compose 
it, instead of being permitted to exercise their judg- 
ment as to whether what they are about be right or 
wrong, must not even be informed beyond the sing^ 
step they are talcing, lest that information should 
be communicated to the enemy. Such a school is 
')y no means the one in which to learn that scruti- 
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nizing into the causes and consequences of things 
which constitutes an able orator, or that indepen- 
dence of feeling and of thought, which forms the 
very essence of a splendid one. A successful pub- 
lic speaker must always affect the highest regard for 
the principles of liberty and independence ; and the 
enly difference is, that if he really be the advocate 
of liberty, he expresses this regard m saod cM^cat, 
and consistently throughout ; whereas if his leaning 
"he the other way, he endeavours, like the Athenian, 
to conceal the deadly weapon in the wreath of 
flowers. 

I have ventured upon these reflections, without 
any view either of condemning the Duke of Wel- 
lington for not being an eloquent man, or of justify- 
ing any-attempt at senatorial display which is not 
supported by the requisite degree of power. The 
world is continually convincing us that no man can 
be great in every thing ; no man~ should therefore 
he over-greedy of making the attempt; and really 
there are few persons of the present age who have 
more reason to rest satisfied with the reward and 
the renown which they have gotten, than the Duke 
of Wellington — nor can he in any way add to these 
by any effort that he can make in the House of 
Lords. But when men have arrived at the Duke's 
. eminence as public characters, there is no standing 
BtilL If a new effort, and especially an effort in a 
new direction, does not bring an accession of glory 
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it is always sure to cloud a little the brightness of 
that> which was formerly acquired ; and when once 
men of great name begin to descend, they, like 
bodies.^ of great weight, descend with a rapidly 
increasiag velocity. 

lo his proper element the Duke of Wellington 
is a grand climax'; — and there cannot be a better 
oDc at which to at^ourn my debate on the Lords to 
another chapter.- 
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CHAPTER X. 

THIS HOUSE Of LORDS >. 

» What 1 will the Uoe itretcb oat ti 
Another yet !" , 

Haviko closed the last chapter with my humble 
attempfto add ooe little leaf to the laurels of the 
" Great Captain of the age," I cannot begin this 
one in a more appropriate manner than by JBSt 
touching a point or two in the outline of his elder, 
and, soldiering apart, his jnorc able, and perhaps 
more influential brother, the Marquis of Wcllesley. 

It matters little what was the cause of his being 
called upoUjto accept the great " Chiltern hundred" 
upon the other side of St. George's Channel, nor 
does it matter much for my prestpt purpose whether 
his sojourning in that land, where nothing appears 
to thrive but the Church— and it thrives mainly, 
because the majority of the people profess another 
faith, apd thus the eaublished pauon, haviag only 
some half dozen of persons to convey to heaven, 
can convey them with greater case and certainly, 
and at the same time have more leisure to msugc 
his .own matters — has been eSective in bettering his 
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evn condition, m iDcttering the condition of Ireland, • 
in bettering both, or in injuring the one or the 
other; but this much is certain — that the rtmoval 
of Marquis Wellesley has left in the Upper House 
of Parlianent a blanic which has not yet been filled f 
up. 

When " in voice," the Marquis was a very 
gpleodid, and by no means an ineffective declaimer. 
His temperament possessed all the sanguineness and 
ardour which characterize his countrymen when 
their hearts are unstung and their hopes unblighted. 
He is a man of very considerable natural powers, 
and those powers he has cultivated with more than 
lordly assiduity and success. The Marquis never 
struclc me as belonging to the class of philosophical ~ 
orators, strictly speaking ; nor unto those whom I 
should reckon the best qualified for legislating 
either to a great people, orto a people in great dif- 
ficulties, i never could bring myself to think that 
his judgment was the very sottndest in the world ; 
and his logic always struck me as being, though * 
often pleasurable, loose, and without even that . ' 
peculiar concatenation which characterizes Irish 
argument in a shrewd and well-educated native of 
die Sister Kingdom. To make up for any deficiency 
of this kind, however, the Marquis i^ exceedingly 
well gifted in the externals of oratory. His voice 
is just as powerful as diat of bis ducal brother is 
fedilc; «ad the sctf^satufaction which, in the war- 
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rior, one feels half disposed to characterize as being 
' petulant, takes in the Lord Lieutenant that more 
exalted form to which one feels disposed to give the 
appellation of consequential. His language, although 
. it be not covered and coloured with the wild flowers 
which are indigenous to the Hibernian fashion of 
the Kihg*s English when warmed, is exceedingly 
showy ; the structure of his orations is highly 
rhetorical, and in his bearing and expression he has 
all the Btatesman-like indications of a Machiavel. 

There are few members in the House of Peers, 
whose appparancc, whose manner, and indeed whose 
general effect, are calculated to make a more im- 
mediate and agreeable impression upon a casual 
■ visitor, and one whose prejudices have not been 
previously won by a name, than Lord King. This 
'nobleman has, perhaps, the most playful tempera- 
ment, and he certainly ^oes make the most frequent 
attempts at wit, of any one in the assembly. Not 
that he deserves the character of one whose object 
•* it is to make others merry : diat would be an ob- 
ject altogether incompatible with the composition 
and the business of the House ; and if the Peers 
of England, in Parliament assembled, were to oc- 
cupy themselves, in joking or in listening to jokes, 
it wcHild be much more a cause for Sorrow than for 
mirth. The dignity, the decorum, tbfe self-import' 
ance, and, above all, the real importance of the 
Upper House of Parliuneot, demand a stttctivw 
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ef deportment, ameasuredness of speech, and a sus- 
pension of all the more light and frivolous qualities 
of human nature, which, though they occasionally 
give to their lookings and their sayings, what gay 
and giddy men would reckon an overseasoning of 
absolute dullness, are yet essentially necessary in 
order to make the boundary, which one is led to 
suppuac should ever subsist between high-bred and 
nicely trimmed nobility, and the wild exuberance 
of nature in freemen of common rank, as dear and 
definite as the canons of precedency require. It 
is with this limitation, that Lord King may be 
accounted the wit of the Upper House— 
■. "A wit *moDg Lord*, 'iboii; wtta a lord." 

Neither his original powers, nor his acquired in- 
formation, appeared to me as being of the very 
highest order ; but still they are very considerable, 
and a good way above the average. Although there 
be playfulness and wit in the manner of his speak- 
i"gi ^^ matter is always argumentative, managed 
with considerable judgment, and close and clear in 
its logic. He is not a very profound reasoner, but 
he is always intelligible, and generally sparkling. 
He is somewhat given to fables and apologues ; 
and though he perhaps introduces them too often, 
and continues them too long, he becomes more 
powerful by usmg them, than if arguments of the 
same weight were stated in plain and simple terms, 
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His appearance both to the eye and the ear is 
very much in his favour. His manner is elegant, 
with a liveliness that never degenerates into fami- 
liarity on the one hand, or into unpleasant sharp- 
ness on the other j and his expression is so open 
and candid, that you cannot help regarding him as 
being as honestand consistent in heart and conduct, 
as he is prepossessing; in his general appearance. 
His voice is very full and clear ; so that without 
any of that apparent straining and effort which 
make it painful to hear some speakers, or any of 
that mouthing or rumbling which makes it disagree- 
able to hear others, the ear catches without difficulty 
every syllable that he utters : his language, too, is 
correct, and there is a neatness and closeness iu his 
style, which do not usually accompany that figura- 
tive and allegorical kind of eloquence in which he 
is BO prone to indulge. 

Another warrior Lord now put in his claims for 
attention, and put them in very different, both in 
substance and in manner, from the " First Captain 
of the ages" this was the Earl of Roaslyn, who, 
though far behind the Duke of Wellington in the 
'-, fortune, if not in the abstract merit of a soldier, is 
immeasurably before him in all the attributes of a 
Statesman ; indeed, he looks much more the con- 
quering hero than any other personage. There is 
that Btaidness in his temperament, which one would 
presume of an Abercrombie or a Washington ; anO 
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lie semed so cool, so self-centered, so intimately 
acquaiated and satisfied with the ground upon 
vhicb he stood, and withal so decided, that the 
impression which he made appeared to be one of 
more unmixed respect for his ability and his in- 
tegrity, without any reference to his influence at 
Court or connexion with party, than that of almost 
aoy other Peer in the House. TYained in early 
life in the knowledge of the Constitution and laws 
of his country— an eloquent advocate of the liber- 
ties of Ae people, and at the same timf a gallant, 
devoted, and successful officer in the service of the 
King, Lord Rosslyn is calculated to command the 
attention and win the respect of all parties. His 
natural powers are very considerable, and he has 
neither stinted them by confining them to a single 
object, nor wasted them on trifling or momentary 
topics. He is a very close logician, shows very 
considerable judgment, and though he has few of 
the more shining ornaments of a professed rheto- 
rician, he is a very able reasoner. He never by 
any chance captivates the fancy, or takes such a 
hold of the passions as makes his hearer lose sight 
of the grand object he has in view — the establish- ■ 
ment of truth. Wit and humour, satire and de- 
clamation, he has none ; and there is an air of plain 
and stem dignity about him, which, when he speaksj 
makes you regard those lighter attributes as things 
of too filmy and inefficient a structure for being 
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(rafted upon the solemh grandeur of lordly elo- 
quence. His voice is hard and unmusical, bis 
language plain, and his style simple ; his whole , 
manner, indeed, and his whole matter, proclaim him 
to be a man .of the most undaunted courage, the 
most unshaken firmness, and the most straight-for- 
ward conduct. To one who attends the House of . 
Lords as a place of elegant amusement, and expects 
to hear fine things said, and in a fine manner. Lord 
Rosslyn must appear somewhat cold, and stiff, and 
formal ; but to those who weigh what is said in the 
balance of reason, he will always appear in a favour- 
able light ; and, from the attention which both sides 
of the House pay to him, I should suppose that 
though his adherence to Whig principles has been . 
|)crfectly steady, he is supposed, and indeed found 
to be, remarkably free from the bias and prejudice 
of a mere party man. 

Considering the length of time that I had heard 
great political importance attached to his name, 
there were few with whose appearance I was more 
completely disappointed, than with that of Lord 
GrenviUe. That his Lordship has not a con- 
siderable degree of the power, and a very great 
.degree of the pomp and the state of a Senator about 
him, I do not mean to assert, because no man could 
have been listened to as he has been listened to, or 
have led as he has been supposed to lead, without 
those qualities ; but there is a studied artifice and 
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a repulsive haughtiness about him, which con- 
stantly force one to suppose that he likes the opt-" 
nion which he states, more on account of its being his, 
than from any conviction or even care about its ab- 
stract justice or practical value. You find it utterly 
Impossible to feeltowardaLordGrenvillcanyof that 
hear^ sympathy which you have for Lord Holland, 
or any of that regard which you cannot Itelp feeling 
for the mildness of Liverpool, the benignity of 
Harrowby, or the calm manliness of Rosslyo ; 
neither do you attribute to him the moroseness of 
Grey, nor the sullenness of Lauderdale. His lip 
has not the stern and unrelaxing pride of the ontf 
of these noblemen, neither do his whole features 
pucker into the irony corrugations of the other. 
The moroseness of Grey seems to arise from a& 
inward feeling, that he is not himself so great tf 
man as h« could wish ; the sullenness of Gren- 
Tille has more the appearance of springing frbm 
a question that he holds, as to whether the world 
do hold him, or are capable of holding him, in the 
same estimation in which he holds himself. Grey 
looks as if he had, in the pride of his own nature,- 
and the consciousness thAt the line of political 
action which he has taken is the right one, cheam 
that path without a calculation of its remote con-- 
sequences ; add he evinces that his own approbation 
it the grwid meed of applause which he has had' 
constantly in vitw i Orenville bean lUraseU as 
Vol. I,^S ' 
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though be were less anxious about the correctness 
of his principles, and the conusteacy of his conduct, 
dian about nakiog himself dazzling and conspi- 
cuous in the eyes of others. Both are stem and 
moody in Ae subatratum of their characters ; but 
the gamiah of the one being pride, and that of the 
other vanity, accounts for the differences of their 
appearance and their conduct. In talents and in 
information. Lord Grenville is by no means equal 
to the other; neither is his political judgment so 
sound or the structure of his orations so clear and 
logical: his voice, however, is much more com- 
manding : it ii one of the most powerful, and at 
the same time the most musical, in the House. In 
his language he is elegant, even to fastidiousness ; 
and the polish and artifice of his style are injurioua 
to the effect, not only of his reasoning, but also of 
his declamation. There is a great deal of pomp 
and statelincBS in his manner, and hia bearing and 
expression are haughty in the extreme. To hear 
Lord Grenville once, and to hear him in one of 
the best of his declamatory moods is very striking; 
hut, somehow or other, frequent repetition spoils 
the whole effect — a feeling that the words which 
are selected and said so carefully, are words of 
cobrse, steals across one, and one turns away from 
the lofty tropes of Lord Grenville, as from a fire 
that consumes but does not shine. 
The Marqiw of LansdowD, alto struck me as 
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being a Peer whose abilities have hcen very much 
ovt^iratcd ; and who, had he been the founder of 
his dynasty, would have occupied a station a good 
deal different frojn that which he now holds.— 
Lansdown's talents and acquiremcuts, notwith- 
standing the hereditary claims which he has to being 
a political arithmetician, are certainly not superior 
to those of Lord Grenville j while his manner, 
although it he free from the sourness and the 
pomp of the other, is altogether of a humble caste. 
— Landsdown is cheerful, but there is a great 
deal of finesse and artifice about htm, and his 
speeches are so incumbered with words, that one 
cannot always see the object at which he drivef, 
and hence one is tempted (very unjustly, it may 
be) to suspect that he has some object which he 
does not avow. He has the sound of a political 
philosopher without .the sense, and the breadth 
of a metaphysician without much of the depth. 
It might be his mere manner, but really the princi* 
pies and the intenlioDs of the Marquis of Lans- 
down, when first I listened to him, struck me as 
being somewhat dubious, and the impression has 
not been removed by subsequent observation. 

Among the young members of the Upper 
Hfiuse, Lord Ellenborough may be " quoted" m» 
the one who speaks the most ; but whether the 
most to the purpose, I presume not to say. He 
possesses considerable powers, and, in the exercise 
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of those powejs, he somedmcs eviaces greater 
acuteness than those who have a name as orators- 
He selects and pronounces his words with a very 
commendable degree of propriety, but his air and 
fanner are exceedingly conceited — so much so, 
jhat he is very apt to leave, upon the mind of a 
stranger, an impression that that speech, which in 
all probability is the extemporary production of 
the moment, and delivered in perfect earnestness 
and good faith, is a piece of acting. But still, 
actor or not, there is a great deal of originality 
about his Lordship; and though, in as far as my 
judgment and experience enable me to decide in 
such a matter, his conceit is of more vigorous 
constitution than bis genius or his judgment, stiU 
Lord ElIcnboTOugh commands more attention than 
any Peer of the same standing, who Ulce himself 
professes to lean upon none of the great parties, 
but to stand in fiis own strength. 

It wo.uld be injudicious further to pursue this 
Sn^lytical catalogue of the Lords Temporal. Most 
of those who remain are somewhat dull in reality, 
And would of course be duller in a deliaeatlon at 
. second hand. Indeed, notwithsUnding the deco- 
rum and respeptability of the house, and notwith- 
■fanding the impression which its greater eff«rts 
make upon the countr>', >f some three or four, cr 
gt most half a dozen of speakers, were removed 
fiom It, its charm jis an intellectiiail entertainment 
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would be nearljr at an end. It may be, that ita 
capacity for doing the real busioeas of the country 
would not thereby be' dimioished, because it very 
frequently happens that the most splendid men are 
not the most serviceable ; but as both Houses of 
Parliament have a duty to perform which Is al- 
together of a higher cast than the modelling of 
statues, and the discussing of local or even general 
meaaurcs of police and politics, the men of splendid 
talents are those who, upon every account, are 
the most desiraUe. The real business, whether 
it be part of the general administration of the 
conntry, or of the local administration of a parti- • 
cular district, is never done at the grand displays 
which call forth the eloquence of the House, and 
send that eloquence abroad to delight or to astonish 
the people. That is done either by the Govern- 
ment or other parties at their businesB-meetinga 
and consultations ; or it is done partly there, and 
partly by Committees of the HouSt, who hear evi- 
dence, and scrutinize into the details and the facts, 
in a manner incompatible with the nature of a, 
public debate. Such debates are, therefore, ap- 
-pe^ to the public, more than any thing else; 
and this is the reason why it is desirable that they 
should sustain the loftiest character possible. 

One branch of the House of Lords I had almost 
forgotten: the Lards Spiritual — the Archbishops 
and Bishops of the Church of EngUnd, with'dete- 
S2 , 
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g«tes from the Protestant Cburcli of Ireland. Strict- 
ly sppa^iagf their object t» much more limited than 
^at of the Lords Temporal ; for although thejr taVe 
precedency as Temporal Barons, yet they do this 
^ther by a fiction of lav, than by any thing ap- 
proap hiag to reality' A Temporal Peer is uqder- 
atood to occupy ^is sejt in the House in coose- 
qnence of bis !(nces^-:r-t° l^YC the succession to 
lus heirs ; i^bcteaf a^i VVi^l>'>>*l*9P °^ ^i^hop, «• a 
Peer, h^s npit^pr heir por ancestor. Tbfy are 
the rfspreaentatives of fhe clergy ; and fhough they 
- may take a sharf in ^fi the legislative and judicial 
1 lofittions of the Tctfiporal Peers, their natural 
function, and indeed the function to which ihcy 
chiefly attend, is watching qver the intf rests of that 
body of which they ^re in fact the representatives. 
Those who, are nOi% fo familiar with the practices 
of tl^ Efiglfsh Constitution, aa to (:pnBide|' that it 
could uot be very mqch changed fpr the better, 
me ^pt to consider the presence of fhe faigbcr dig- 
fiitaries of the Churcl^ in the Upper Houac of Par- 
liiiment, while the lower members of the same esta- 
blishmeiit are by taw excluded from, tl^e House of 
Commons, af an anonialy. Prpbabiy it is one ; 
probably it would be better either to adput Priests 
into the HQi^e of ComiQons, pr to ^:M:lude Bishops 
4com the Houae of (.oids t ^at my qtye^t is not to 
j^cukte about what would be twtter-r-it is merely 
ID caat « h^ty gUttce i^top vhat is ; apd* ip, doing 
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diis, I cannot fielp stating thiit the Lords Spiritual,'^ 
bow much soever they may add to the dignity and 
purity of the House, contribite not much to iu 
floquence. That thry do show great afteation to 
the interest of the Church and clerical estahlishmeDt, 
is very proper, because ttic fact could not he other- 
wue ; that they should deliver their o^inioBB upep 
all qi|9«tion^ where civil ^nc} ecclesia«ticql lawa 
coiRf into cqlliBsioD, ip very advisable ; thfit the 
majority of theni sl)qu)d be s^ady frifedv of the 
aitoiiBiqtration, is a matter of coqr^e; qnd thi^t 
they as ministers of a religion, the st^tvites and the 
doctrines of which ace iniiTiutable, ehpuld oppose 
thenselves to all changep, is a matter with whWtt 
nobody has a right to quan-el-n^revided they 
do not thrust thenasclvfls ostentatiously fpriraTdi 
jn merely carnal disputes among men or nations. 
The precise line of their conduct is ^e very narroir 
and delicate, and it is so exceedingly dilScylt to 
preserve the calmness of the spiritual chara(:ter, 
upon an arena of temporal strites, that the wisMt 
course which they can pursue *S) unless upsn sub- 
jects that ate obriqusly ecctcBiasiicai, to speai as 
seldom, and say as little, i)s ever they can. Th^ 
seem to be aware of this ; and accordingly w« fiiul 
less of the clerical eloquence of Englattd recorded 
in the debates in the H.ouse of Lords, than the 
leaning and the poorer of the £nglie)i ckrjjEy wwiM 
tea4 A stnnser t9 suppose. 
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Of the whole bench of bishops, the only one 
who struck me, ss thrusting the baron somewhat 
more prominently forward than was seemly for 
the mitre, was the Bishop of Peterborough ; and 
I am not sure that, learned as he is, the church 
gains much by the ardour of his zeal. Dr. Marsh 
is evidently a man not gifted with the very highest 
natural powers, nor yet, as it should seem, with 
the clearest perception of the way in which those 
powers should be managed to the greatest advan- 
tage. But if it were possible for acquired know- 
ledge, either in variety or in extent, to compensate 
for inferiority of intellect, few men would be en- 
titled to more consideration than Dr. Marsh. Clear 
and comprehessive views of the grand principles 
of human society he cannot indeed take, because 
no teaching, no study, seems capable of enabUng a 
nan to take these : but still, in as far as ability can 
be conferred by multiforious learning. Dr. Marsh is 
an able man. Perhaps, indeed, it is his very abili^ 
in this way which renders him so unpleasant as a 
parliamentary speaker. When a man of books comes 
into contact with other men who &8ve read the 
volume of nature itself, and disputes with them 
about the proper arrangement and reading of that 
volume, he is always in danger of appearing dog- 
matical, and the stubbornness of his dogmas is ever 
likely to be in proportion to the extent of his read- 
ing : Or. Marah is accordingly the greatest dognia- 
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tist in the Upper House ; and di'is quality of the 
matter of his speaking is not redeemed by any 
thing in the manner. He la much more of a casuist 
than of a logician: his voice, though loud enough, 
has something starched in its tones, which, how- 
ever well it may be fitted for the grave solemnity 
of a pulpit, does not accord with a public assem- 
bly ; in which, instead of the many listening with 
calm and submissive attention to that which is 
delivered by the one, every man has a liberty of 
ipeaki&g for himself, sind requires to guard against 
criticism, reply, and it may be a refutation, from 
which the labours of the pulpit are entirely free. 

It mig^t be supposed that ^e ministers of a 
relij^n, the principles of which came by imme- 
(liate lospjraUon, the precepts of which inculcate 
the purest mon||ity and the moat unbounded bene- 
volence^ and the whole strain of which is iacalcula- 
bly more aubliifie and spirit-stirring, than any thing 
which coQcerna the mere regulations of tpcii upon 
earth, would be by it schooled into an extent of 
Icnowtedge, a love of liberality, and a parity and 
fervour of eloquence, against which notemporal Peer 
could for a moment stand up. It might further be 
supposed, that, as the dignitaries of the Church of 
EDgland, go through not only more of the forms, 
but more of the realities of artificial teaching, than 
the Lords Temporal, and are, by the eacredneas of 
tiicir o^ces, th« strictness of their habits, and the 
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' sustained and sacerdotal tenour of their lives, ex- 
empted from many of the frailtieB by which the 
others are necessarily beset, they should be more 
than matches for those others in every power and in 
every attribute of mind. But such is not the (act: 
those dignitaries, excellent scholars, learned di- 
Tines, orderly and studious men, and powerful 
preachers, though they be, cut, in Ae House of 
Lords, what one would feel disposed to call rather 
a Borry (igurc-7-a figure so sorry, that the hierarchy 
profits not much by the senatorial labours of these 
its most exalted sons. 

Nor does it require a great deal of reflection to 
discover that this must be the case ; for, without 
pretending to preach a homily from the text of the 
impossibility of serving two masters, whether those 
two masters happen to be " God Ind Mammon," 
or not, it may be laid down as an axiom — or if 
Aat be accounted too summary a ^ode of proce- 
dure in a matter so grave, it may be demonstrated 
from the whgle tenour of history, that no man has 
been, and therefore there is no reason to hope that 
any man shall be, a zealous, constant, and con- 
scientious minister of an established church, and an 
ardent, eloquent, and efficient politician, according 
to the flesh. In the first place, the paths of the 
divine are sn straight- for ward and so c'ear, that 
he who hs- been long accustomed to them, ard 
who loves them, cannot get forward in the crouked 
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sod clouded ways of mere earthly statesmea. The 
current of the divine's thoughts runs above all the 
wcakncBBCs and wickedneBsea of mankind ; and 
from hit aacred height he looks down upon those ■. 
weaknesses and wickednesKS as natters that are 
to be pitied and amended. Though erring mortals 
be the object of his labour, die implements with 
which he works are unerring and divine ; while 
the politician has to grapple with human infirmities 
by human strength, and roust depend on his own 
judgment, while the other has a higher guide. In 
the second place, the minister of religion, putting 
faimielf, as he naturally does, in the place of Him ' 
whose minister he is, comes forward, not to in' 
quire for the discovery of truth, or to argue for its 
establishment, but to demand implicit obedience to 
that which he is fully convinced those who hear 
him mn&t believe. Although, therefore, a minister 
of religion may be ever so eloquent in the enforcing 
of the doctrines and duties of that religion, he is, 
from the very nature of his ofiice the worst quali- 
fied of all men for withstanding contradiction, and 
debating about -subjects the foundation of which 
is floubtful or obscure. The very clearness and 
certsuDty of those matters, with which he is fami- 
liar, lead him into dogmatism, whenever he comes 
down to the level of ordinary reasoners. The myS' 
teiies of religion being above bis comprehension as 
a aerp man, it is very natural that the mysteries of 
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human society should be belov his compKhenuon 
"-at any rale, the decided manner in which be feels 
timsetf justified to state the former, dispoaes bim 
to state the latter without that process of nttocina- 
tioD to which Ae more acute of Aere men are ac- 
customed, and wiAout which they will not be ■e^ 
. tied in matters which concern only this present life. 
That the Lords Spiritual of die British Parlia- 
ment are neither the most eloquent nor die moit 
argumentative of its members, is not, therefore, 
to be imputed to any inferiority of mind on their 
part, compared with their temporal brethren ; and 
that dogmatism, that casuistry, and that pedantic 
style, which would be very offensive in Lord 
Liverpool or Lord Grey, are not only excusable, 
but unavoidable, in the Lord Bishop of Peter- 
borough- 

A minute investigation of the reasons why mea 
appear or act in one way rather than another, is, 
however, always a very difficult, and never a very 
agreeable or satisfactory labour ; nor would I have 
touched upon it at all, had it not been that an im* 
plicit adherence to truth imposed upon me the 
. ^necessity of saying of Dr. Marsh what might have 
Wen construed into disapprobation and censure if 
he had not been a churchman and a bishop. What 
■ I have offered in explanation will, I trust, prevent 
such a construction i and in this hope I shall twK 
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close my ootice of that able, oi^erly, and important, 
though somewhat dull aod slow-going eogioe— the 
House of Lords — an eogine which, however, is one 
of the most sUtely and the most useful in Babylon 
the Great. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE HOUSE OF COHIIONS «. 

Not AM 1 tbink d)ow pantOTiuiiiei, 
Who TWjr aetioii with the timei, 
Afc leM ingeDUDiu in titor art 
llwDthoM wbodnljact oBc pirtt 
Or tboie, wbo turn from nie to lidt. 
More guilty tbu the wind and tide. 

Splenbid as ii the character of the Houae of 
Lordi, grave and dignified ao are the bearing and 
upect of its mcmbcTB, important as are the duties 
which it is called upon to perfbnn, watchful as it 
is at all times of the integri^ of existing interests, 
and 6nn as have at times been the stands which it 
has made for liberfy, it is not the branch of the 
Legislature to which the petite in general look 
with the greatest interest, or claim with the greatest 
fondness as being their own. When the people 
resort to that House, they have always a sort of 
feeling that they arc mere spectators — that though 
they be listening to a splendid drama, in which the 
actors have prepared and can go through thor parts 
well and orderly* yet that it u still merely a drama. 
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to delight by its pomp and its effect ; or, if it be 
to have any practical influence, it is to have that 
rather because of the moral which it tacutcatea, 
than on account of anjr actual and earnest interest 
which the high memhers of auch an assembly can 
be supposed to take in the affairs of ordinary and un* 
tilled men. 

This may be a prejudice, and there is no doubt 
that in pert it actually is so, but still it is a natural 
prejudice, and so there is no use. for quarrelling 
with it The yeomen of the coantry, and the bur- 
gesses of the towns, cannot easily persuade them- 
selves ^at persons, who can claim admission into 
the superior Council of the State, merely because 
certain other men, who lived before en- since the 
Conquest, were their fathers, and without any 
reference to those personal powers and possessions 
which are the only fair grounds of distinction 
among yeomen and burgesses, have either the same 
ftelings or the suae views as they have. The 
peerage is a very splendid establishment, it is quite 
a Constitutional one, and it may be both necessary 
and useful — ay, and there is no doubt that it has 
been so ; that, being of a natore not to be changed 
either by the changes of the monarch, or the dyiutsty, 
or by the waywardness of the people, it has, ta 
times of trouble, saved them both ; and, if unlooked- 
for changes should operate a return of those times, 
it might save them again. But still the peerage. 
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■pleodid and useful as it may be, is an institution 
extrinsic of the people, and thus there is no bring- 
ing them to a belief that diey are any thinghut spec- 
tators of its movements and its performances ; nor 
is it at all desirable that this feeling or prejudice, or 
whatever else it may be, should be wholly removed. 
In all those stations and offices where Acre is an 
impoitance extrinsic of the personal merits of the 
holders, it is desirable that there should be a por- 
tion of that dim mysteriousness, which adds in 
greatness and grandeur what it takes away in clear- 
ness and familiarity. Place a castle upoD the 
summit of a hill, and it looks a tiny and insignificant 
thing ; set a man upon the top of a precipice, and he 
is shrunken within his native size. You compare 
the object with the pedestal, and it loses by the 
comparison : but the moment that you have the hill 
or the precipice shrouded in mist, through the fleeces 
of which the castle or ^e man is indistinctly seen, 
there is a wonderful accession both of majesty and 
magnitude. It is the same with men who are 
placed upon an artificial elevation ; and he who 
would wish to remove that misty Veil, to which no 
inconsiderable portion of their apparent greatness is 
owing, would not judge wisely. 

It is chiefly for the purpose of giving effect 
to its judicial functions, that this magnifying ob- 
scurity about the House of Lords is desirable. It 
operates much in the same way as the canonicals of 
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the nainisters of religion and the robea of the 
administratorB of law. There ia nothing abso- 
lutely sacred in a surplice, a stole or a mitre ; 
neither is there one grain of visdom in an ermmed 
robe, or a judicial wig. So much the contrary, 
that Ae things are, to the e^e of absmut reason, 
absurd. Put the stt^e and the mjtre upon « 
yeomaa, and he would be hooted hy the boys 
of the village as a fool— put the~ robe and the 
wig iip<Hi a gaMlemao of Bond-street, and yoa 
would hold the fact of his being an asa as eatft- 
blisbcd beyond all question. When a Judge 
puts on the black coif of condemnatioD, and pro> 
ceeds to pass that sentence which when once put in 
force, not even Royal clemency can mitigate, a feeU 
ing of chilly horror— a cold curdling of the blood, 
runs through alt those who have the hearts of men 
in them, and even the most abandoned and obdurate 
are hushed into a momentary silence ; but if the 
£ame symbolical cwpt all-^palling as it is in its 
proper place, were to be put on by a man who were 
to 'favour a jovial company with a song, or even by 
the same Judge when about to propose a bumper 
to the King's health, at a public dioQcr, the whole 
solemnity both of the thing and the action would 
be clean gone — {here would he something so per- 
fectly incongruous, so entirely ludicrous in it, that 
the most calm face would be worked into a amilef 
and the most substaiUlal and quiescent sideq shake 
T2 
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with laughter. Now when the Lords sit in judg- 
ment—and their civil judgment ia formal and with- 
out appeal and their criminal judgment the naost 
aolemn that can bci there are none of the external 
emblems of original or even delegated authority. 
Great as their power is, they ever use it, not be> 
cause they, have been chosen by the King or the 
people, as die fittest persons for exercising it — they 
do it from the mere foct of then- belonging by crea* 
lion or descent to the peerage ; and dierefore it is 
fitting for the purposes of justice, that some sort of 
veil should be drawn between them and the people. 
With respect to the House of Commons, there is 
no such necessity. They are, or are understood to 
be, both of and fco- the people themselves ; and 
therefore the interest which the public take in them 
is of a more hearty kind than that which they take 
in the Peers. Wh~en a Peer delivers a sentiment 
which is not in exact accordance with popular no- 
tions, folks are neither surprised nor angry because 
they have no personal relationship with him by 
^bom the sentiment is uttered ; and when a Peer 
utters any thing eminenUy popular or liberal, the 
people do not cheer and applaud him as they would 
a Commoner. The whole esprit de corps of the 
iwople, in short, leans toward the Commons. It is 
there that they are most upon the watch against 
inproprieties, both of the men and of the system i 
and it is there that they bestow the varmeit of their 



d.t Google 



BABVLON THE CHEAT. • 211 

applaates, when they think that applause is due. 
When you epeak of the Lords, you invariably make 
use of the cold third person ** they ■" when you 
speak of the Commous, you instinctively speak of 
them as being of " us." It is " their" house when 
you get into the Old Court of Requests ; but when 
you enter the Chapel of St. Stephen, it is "ours." 
You feel at home and at your ease, without any of 
that consciousness of inferiority which steals upon 
you in the Upper House. 

Nor is it merely on account of this felt or fancied 
relationship tia yourself, that you prefer the House 
of Commons ; there is a variety, an energy, and an 
expression of nature about it, for which it would be 
vain to look in the artificial statelincss of the House 
of Peers. In that House, be the speaker ever so 
eloquent, one, somehow or other, never loses sight 
of the coronet or the mitre ; whereas, in the House of 
Commons, even in those members which belong to 
the peerage, the man himself is the grand object of 
iDierest- If not all of one party, the Lords are all 
of one profession; but the Commons show all the 
changing shade of society. You not only have 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, delivering their 
peculiar opinions in their peculiar way ; hut yoa 
have a trace of all counties, and all castes of society 
ID each of these divisions of the Empire. John 
Bull is every jot as gruff and as honest upon the 
benches of the House, as be is behind his counter 
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or his plough I Sawoey is evciy bit as " pawky," as 
if he were setltng a drove of black cattle or makiDg 
application for an office ; and Pat, in the House of 
Commona, is just as warm and as headstrong, as 
{none to throw away the trammels of logic, in order 
that he may run the faster with hta words, as if he 
were upoti the Curragh of Kildare, or the mountains 
6f Ballynahineb. You never for a moment can 
mistake the one for the other. The English mem- 
ber has all the peculiariues of ^e Englishman. If 
be takes a position for the public, be takes it blunt- 
ly and frankly : he never conceals it, or goes about 
the establishment in defence of it by any alnister 
means. If be pursue a private object, he is alike 
candid t he never strives to hide the personal inte- 
rest which himself, his party, or hit constituents, 
nay have in it; he merely bends all his force to 
prove that that interest is deserving of support. 
The English orator has not much of the theoretic 
and general philosopher about him: he does not 
argue from the abstract rights of man, or the ori- 
ginal principles of government, as arising from a 
sort of universal social compact, and being suited 
to the condition of all mankind. England is the 
regulating principle in all his disquisitions ; and the 
test of political right or wrong with him, is mainly 
what has been done in England. If he be a sup- 
porter of the administration for the time, the pre> 
sent practice of England is his standard of right ; 
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and if he belong to the Opposition, or oppose the 
goveramcnt upon what are called independent prin- 
ciples — not meaning thereby that sort of indepen- 
dence which is a sort of signal hung out by the man 
faimself that he wishes to defend — then he takes his 
standard from some time gone by—a time distant 
from the present, very much on the ratio of his 
own opposition. If he be no more than a Whig, 
he lets fly at the last Kings of the House of Stuart, 
denounces the measures which he opposes, as hav- 
ing a bias towards their policy, and places his con- 
fidence in the glorious revolution of 1688. If he 
go beyond this, or above it, or below it — for there 
are men who give it all these names— he takes his 
stand at a mach more remote point of the English 
history — a point so remote indeed, that if what he 
advances cannot be borne out by satisfactory evi- 
dence, the opposite proof is just as impossible, and 
this serves the purpose equally well. 

Whatever, indeed, may be the species of an Eng- 
lishman's oratory, its generic character is always 
matter of fact; and therefore an English orator, 
independently of the superior style of his diction, 
the superior grace of his manner, and the greater 
purity of his elocution, is always much more easily 
understood, and consequently much more agreeable 
to listen to, than a Scot or an Irishman. In his 
ordinary speaking, he deals with the ordinaiy oc- 
currences of human nature — the plain practical rc- 
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■qIs which are level to every capacity ; and vhca 
he ris^s into eloquence, it is the eloquence of his- 
tory, much more thaa of philosophy or of passion. 
Ab the English merahers of the House of Com- 
mons far outnamber, and very far outweigh, those 
of the other two divisions of the empire, the gene- 
ral character of the House, both in the questions 
that come before it and in the manner in which they 
are discussed and disposed of, is decided^ English. 
The Scottish members, as such, arc so few in num- 
ber, 80 feeble in their powers, sod generally so in- 
tent upon objects quite different from those which 
form the bases of as Englishman's parliamentary 
glory, that they hardly deserve being uken into the 
account. If, indeed, the talrats and feelings of ^e 
Scottish nation were to be estinwted from the ma- 
jority, or even from the aggregate, of those mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, who, as one might 
say, " represent the representation" of that end of 
the island, then the estimate of them might be taken 
as moderate as heart could well desire. Almost, if 
not altogether they are miserable speakers; and fe* 
of them have much to boast of on the ground of po- 
litical character. To the general interests of the 
British Empire this mayde no great harm; but that 
it is highly injurious to those interests of Scotland 
which Englishmen do not understand, and therdcue 
cannot be expected to advocate, is very evident. 
The laws, the municipal and the political institu- 
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tioDs of Scotland, are so very differcBt from those 
of EsgUnd, that no zeal and no knowledge in the 
EngUah ones can qualify Englishmen for prevent* 
ing or removing thnr corruptions. It may be that 
die same general principle is applicable to both ; bat 
as even the ablest of die English deal much more 
in facts than in general principles, the consequence 
is, ^t the evils of much that is peculiar to Scotland 
pass without remedy, because nobody who can ap- 
ply the remedy knows of ^eir existence. 

The Irish members are more numerous and more 
bustling than dw Scots ; and if they fail in bringing 
die esse of Ireland fairly and clearly before the 
House of Commons, they certainly do not fail 
through taciturnity. But eloquence, or perhaps it 
is more cprrect to say words, may be faulty through 
excess, as well as through deficiency ; and that man 
who needs to be told, that speaking too much upon 
aoy question may occasionally render it more dark, 
and remove the solution of it to a greater distance, 
than barely mentioning it, or even not speaking 
about it at all, is moat assuredly no conjuror. In 
that whii^ has never been mentioned to the collec- 
tive wisdom of the House of Commons, there is 
some chance that the said collective wisdom may 
stumble upon the right path, even without a bint ; 
or, if a hint be given, the wisdom and the subject 
win then meet together without any of the distrac- 
tion of an ancient prejudice, and even without that 
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aversion which all wise men and wise 
have at being lectured. But if a matter be rung in 
the ears, day after day, and season after season — if 
there be almost a third of the set debates in the 
House about Ireland; and if, upon all cases where 
a little supplemental noise can be tolerated, the ora- 
tors of the Sister Kingdom stand up to beat the 
never- failing calf skin to the unchangeable bnrdea 
of her interminable wrongs — then it is not in the 
ears of any assembly — were they even ten times 
longer, and ten times more anxiously pricVcd up 
^an those of the sages of St. Stephen's, to bar the 
conclusion, that that in which there is so much gra- 
tuitous thumping and sounding, must have the sense 
pretty well battered out of it. Those who have 
been in the habit of attending the Gallery of St. 
Stephen's, and who have listened to that vox non 
scri/ita— thai fine ethereal efflorescenceof the tongue, 
which no pencil of reporter can fix down upon pa- 
per, and not the prince of ptinters' devils can con> 
Bolidate into types — who have, in the more lively 
jnoDients of the House, heard the shrill moan of the 
venerable Sir John Newport — and who, as late 
hours and the leaden god stole softly over the 
benches on either band, have started from their 
own shares of the coming slumber, at the priggish 
prattle of Thomas Spring Rice, Esq. or the clicking 
hammers of Hutchison and Grattan, (not the other 
Grattan, God wot !) Macadamizing the particles of 
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gravel from eloquence's shallowest brook, will both 
understand and appreciate what I mean ; and must 
with me regret, that that has been lost in the infi- 
nitude of sound, which, long ere now, might have 
been won by a very, very moderate concentration of 
sense. 

In consequence of the, very probably interested, 
taciturnity of the Scots, and the unceasing whirl- 
wind of the Irish, it is impossible to say that the 
character, or the characteristic eloquence, of either 
of those nations, in their own representatives at 
least, presents a breadth and permanence upon 
which the eye can take hold, comes with a power 
and an unity which can command an entrance by 
the ear, or shows that calm earnestness which can 
make sure of taking up a permanent abode in the 
heart. Your Scottish representative is constantly 
biting asunder his own words with his own teeth, as 
if something in his throat, which he is very anxious 
should not be discharged, were occasioning spasm 
and derangement in his organs of articulation ; and 
he is also ever and anon concealing his breast with 
one, and sometimes with both of his hands, as if he 
knew that there was something there, which, if seen, 
would neither increase his honour nor promote his 
success. Your Irishman, on the other hand, seems 
to have too little both of occult and of avowed pur- 
pose, in that about which he sets so fiiriously tci 
work ; and while he is filling the house with the 
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filmy shadows of things which never have had, and 
never can have substance, and making the broken 
and disjointed particles of the King's English whisk 
about and about, 

" Light as Uie mote tbat diunceth in the bean," 

you cannot help thinking, that if one of those 
*' rows" which keep the spirits of his cauntry ever 
rippling on the surface, were to take place in the 
lobby, he would leave the woes of Ireland to take 
. care of the wrongs, snatch up the mace in lieu of 
a sprig, and dash heedlessly and heroically into the 
thickest of the fight. 

But though, in consequence of Scottish subjects 
and Scottish eloquence being deficient, and Irish 
being in excess, Si. Stephen's does not furnish you 
with that perfect portraiture of the three oa^ons, 
which an assembly of their representatives,iLl allot- 
ted as the members are, would lead you to expect ; 
yet this is more than compensated by the great va- 
riety of individual character— there being not a 
single shade of mind, from philosophy to absolute 
fatuity, and not a single rank or occupation in life, 
from the king upon the throne to the beggar on 
the dunghill, but might find one there worthy of 
aspiring to its possession, and capable of perform- 
ing its duties. It is this congregating of all that 
is contrasted in aspect — this gathering together of 
all that is diversified in talent and in taste^ which 
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aiakcs the House of Commons so high an intellec- 
tual treat both to natives and to foreigners. Ita 
privileges are siich, that however a man may have 
to muffle and mystify himself before he gets in, he 
may show off in his true colours the instant that 
he is there ; for if he observe the forms of the 
House, which arc not very difficult to be observed, 
and submit to its statutes, which upon its own 
members are not excessively severe, he may give 
his tongue the utmost range against all the world ; 
and be his artillery great or small — be it a cannon 
that would breach a stone revetment at a single 
discharge, or a pop-gun which would not ruffie the 
plumage of a humming-bird, that monarch is Aot 
so elevated, and that principle not so pure, as that 
he may not rattle away against them with the ut- 
most impunity. This is a glorious privilege: and 
though a member may now and then run riot in 
the exercise of it ; yet, to it more than to any thing 
else, are we indebted for that freshness and force 
which always characterize the debates of the Com- 
mons, and render them more striking, and, in as far 
as the public opinion of England, and indeed of the 
civilized world, is concerned, more successful, than 
the proceedings of any other assembly of politicians. 
This perfect freedom of the House of Commons 
— this uncorrupted,' and I may say incorruptible, 
independence in license, if not in construction or 
in conduct, is a sort of pledge, and no inefficient 
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pledge, to England, that neither her representatives 
nor her ministers can be in whole, or in the majo- 
rity, at the same time, very weak and very wicked 
men — that whatever may be the theoretical defects 
of this House, and of that part of her goveramcDt 
which depeods upon this House, both must be 
practically strong and efficient, and have much of 
the show, and a good deal of the substance, of libc* 
rality. No doubt, the great range of opinion of 
which the House of Commons admits, and the un- 
bounded license of speech which it confers upon its 
members, produce a good deal both of coarseness 
and of nonsense, which a system of severer disci- 
pline .would repress. But no discipline, however 
tasteful and well managed, could be productive of 
that exuberant vigour to which perfect freedom 
leads ; and, for the sake of the Broughams, the Can- 
nings, the Huskissons, and the Robinsons, who 
hum, and shine, and illuminate, and please, within 
the walls of that chapel, one can easily be brought 
to forgive the prattle of fops, the puerility of fools, 
and the dullness of solemn and systematic drivellers. 
One knows that in a country, or even in an age, 
truly great men are never many — never any thing 
like one in a thousand ; and therefore if among the 
six hundred and fifty-one members of the House of 
Commons, there be found, upoh the average, half 
a dozen of very able or very brilliant men, then 
that Ho\ite may with perfect safety be said to be 
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ten times better than if it were ballotted from the 
geberal mass of the people. When, too, it ia borne 
in mind, that the performance of real bauneas re> 
qutrcs more dull and slowgeiog agents than those 
splendid members of the House, aad that very of< 
ten dbe man who has been the mOat skilful hi adopt- 
iag a mcaaire to Ae very best interests of thsae 
for whom it is to pass into a law, is the least capa> 
ble of making a clear and captivadng statemeDt in 
a public debate, then our reason for being aatisfied ' 
with the House as it is receives a c<Hiaiderable ad- 
dition of strength. 

That the whole menbers of that assembly should 
ever dwindle down to mere committee-men— Attor> 
neys for examining or cross-examining witnesses, 
or juries to decide'upon the facts of local caacs aa 
given In evid^Dce, ia by no meana to be wished.— 
That is very good and very secesaaiy as far as it 
goes, but it goes not the whole length, or any thing 
near the whole length, of parliamentary importance. 
Thia mere detail and business-part of the institu- 
tion, is indispensable to its acting aright both in 
general and in local legislauon ; but there ought to 
be, within the walla of St. Sephen's, a sfurit of 
UDCOnfined liberality and wibending manlinees not 
<Hily to answer to the call of the apirit of liberality 
and manliness without, but to be the watchman to 
arouae and the pilot to direct that external spirit. 
If all xhe members of Parliament were to give 
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themselves up to the forma and the details of parlia- 
mentary business, they could never perform even 
that busineu aright ; and the progress of society 
without would leave them so far behmd, that they 
would become objects of pity instead of admiration, 
and of ridicule instead of respect. If the fame of 
Parliament rested upon the Wynns, and the Brog- 
dens, and the Giddy Gilberts — csxellent and ^- 
pert routine and committee-men as they are— few 

'would throng to the Gallery of St. Stephens, and 
not many more would read with avidity the reports 
of what would be spoken there. 

The Hoiue, independently of all ptditical diffEr- 
eaces, must invariably contain two parties^-one 
' laborious, patient, and heavy, who would drudge 
for the public, and who, upon the principle of not 
muzzling the ox, are perchance, allowed occasion- 
ally to drudge a little for themselves ; and one who 
do less in the deuils, but who have the nation and 
the world for their audience and their judges — 
whose business it is to keep themselves up to every 
step which the world takes in' its all multifarious 
improvements — who must be merchants and philo- 
sophers, literary men and men of taste — and whose 
lives must necessarily be, in a very great measure, 
devoted to those subjects. It is farther necessary 
that this higher and more intellectual order of par- 

' liamentary men should, in some ratio or other, be 
divided into those who support and those who op- 
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pose the administration of the time. The flint aad 
the steel may lie aide and side till the one be de- 
composed and the other consumed widt rust, with> 
out eliciting a single spark : to do this they must 
come into smart collision ; and it is just the same^ 
in the more unrestrained and eloquent department 
of the British Senate. People cannot help siding 
with one party or with another — wishing their 
favourite into ofitce, and him whom they do not 
like, out ; and possibly there may be cases in 
which such changes would be salutary for the 
country ; but it requires no excess either of phi- 
losophy or of penetration to discover that the 
motives of the man thus wishing for change are by 
□0 means pure : if great politicians do not take a 
side without some personal motive, it is difficult to 
conceive how a side should be otherwise taken hy 
small. It is impossible, however, to understand . 
ihc Chapel of St. Stephen's by speaking about it; 
and so I shall bid my readers took at it in the next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTEK XII. 

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS C. 

lliCiiiiodoii hu been bniitedt j<)IU of parehincnt 
For week;! h«ve mule tbe tabkigroui; dieaeati 
Are tsken, tad the gallery throug'd i the ipckken 
iire conning' o'er their notes ; uid expectation 
b reitlen, till the mighty nybe sud. 

Aios. 

Imagine that !iome mighty field day— some Ar- 
nageddoD of tbe Gog, the Magog, and the Saints 
of Paiiiament, has come round — some day which 
has stood bi^ in the hopes of the parties or of the 
public for years, and rubnc in the notices of the 
House for weeks — some debate which has been 
thrice delayed at the request of the one party, and 
thrice at the request of the other, in order that tbe 
petitioning tools all over the country might have 
time to do their work — has been finally fixed by a 
formal call of the House — that each orator has 
stuck his name upon the seat from which he means 
to hold fonh, in order that his friends in tbe 
Gallery may not mistake him — that the order of the 
leading combatants has been fixed— th&t tbe times 
:i^vc:l?<eHEa appointed, at which all shall be in the 
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House ready to cheer, and when they may whet 
iheir eloquence upon the touchstone of Bellamy's 
wine, till the leadeu members have poured their 
heavy periods upou the agitated House, as oil is 
poured upon the waves of the tumbling sea — that 
the voters have been counted — and that the whole 
staad with charged barrels, primed vent and light- 
ed portfire, ready to let off one of those discharges, 
which, by their bullet, and yet more by their sound* 
do such havoc upon the feelings and the undcr- 
mndings of men : imagine this { and imagine fur- 
iher, that it is about mid-day, and that you who 
have come from a distance, and for the first time, 
for the express purpose of seeing with your own 
eyes, and hearing with your own ears, those mighty 
looks and words of wisdom and eloquence, with 
:he second'hand report of which you have, so often 
been feasted. By " advice of friends," you have 
^lulled your pockets with sandwiches, and are 
elbowing your way amid the motley throng that 
aie moving toward Palace Yard. You pass through 
that, without deigning a single word, or even look, 
of comment upon the exquisite beauties of the old 
architecture, or the unrivalled deformity of the 
aew. The stately hall, with its shapeless courts, 
might, for aught you care, be at the bottom of 
the Thames. Your object is beyond; and hard 
though be the struggle, you are determined to 
nccomplish it. After perilling your neck upon one 
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awkward step here, two or three awkward steps 
there, your coat and yoar pockets every where, ! 
from the freedom of the populace, you at last gain ' 
the lobby : but you gain the wroag one ; the fold- ' 
ing-doors which open over against the screen 
through which you entered, have no admisaioB for I 
you. The Cerebrus, who gives ready admission to ' 
the rcpresentativea, necessarily excludes the re- 
preaenud ; and though you produce the order from 
your County or Borough member, for whom you 
voted and tossed up your hat when he became Euch, 
and at whose expense you then dined— and haply 
did something else — it proves not more availing 
than as much waste paper. You attempt to catch 
just one little glimpse at that grim chair, and those 
gloomy benches, about which you have heard so 
much; hut in doing so you are forcibly pulled 
away and threatened with the vengeance of the 
Sergeant at Arms, which, as you have been lolJ, 
extends as far as Newgate. Escaping from the 
Scylla of the door-keeper, you stumble upon the 
Charybdis of a Jewess's orange-basket, the con- 
tents of which are immediately sent spinning all 
over the lobby, and you make your way toward the 
staircase which conveys you to the Gallery. Youc 
agitation and your haste conspire to give you a 
business-face, and so the lingering and listless 
crowd, which hang upon the unshapely ascent, 
readily make way, and you find yourself — outside 
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2 closed door in the dark. After a good deal of 
noise and kicking, and it may be swearisg, espe- . 
cially if you are of the Sister Kingdom, and the 
question be Irish, the slit in the door i« withdrawn, 
and your bnsiness demanded by a personage whom, 
from his self-importance, you would imagine to be 
tlie Speaker himself, but who is in reality nothing 
more nor less than Wright the door-keeper.- Your . 
Member's order is again presented ; but it is again 
rtfiised : yOu are told that admisaioB cannot be - 
obtained for several hours, and even then it cannot 
be procured for that ; and when you are fairly in 
possession of this satisfactory piece of intelligence, 
the slit is closed, and you are left as much in the 
dark as ever. Here you are constrained to stand, 
with the door immovable on the one side, and the 
crowd continually pressing closer and closer upon 
the other. Your riba are elbowed, your toes trod 
upon, your sandwiches almost squeezed laterally 
into your stomach, and yourself heavily taxed in 
perspiration and in patience for three long hours — 
toward the close of which, however, Wright again 
opens the slit, and you have the satisfaction of 
seeing those whose passes happen to be better 
countersigned than your own walking at their 
leisure into that Gallery which you are so anxious 
to enter, but cannot. 

At last, however, the Speaker enters — the door 
opens — Wright pronounces the word "half-a-crown" 
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—it is paid, and you are discharged away from the 
landing-place up the steps, and to the door of the 
Gallery, with as little effort, and as much velocity, 
as if a barrel of gunpowder had been burned at 
your heels. At the door you have time to pause 
again — for you find that though you are the fore* 
most of the public, and enter by the acknowledged 
and legitimate gate, yet, by some miraculous means 
or other, that public have previously contrived to 
fill that small cocb-loft, which is denominated the 
Strangers^ Gallery. Your pause is but a brief one, 
but you have time for a little meditation ; and that 
which most readily and forcibly conies across you, 
is the different estimation in which your member 
is held at home and in St. Stephen's ; nor can you 
help wondering, that so great a man should have 
given pounds to procure a seat in an assembly, 
where he is not reckoned worth half-a-crown, even 
by the door-keepers. You get into the Gallery, and 
modestly seat yourself on the rearmost step of the 
matting, from which, however, you are ejected by 
a very summary process by one of the representa- 
tives—of the morning p'apers, who enters the House 
with an air of as much importance, and perhaps 
discharges as important, and certainly as difficult, a 
duty in it, as any one of the representatives upon 
the benches below. Ejected from this humblest 
place, you stand irresolute, the messengers ordering 
you to sit down, and you not seeing exactly where I 
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you arc to sit down, till the same representative 
who displaced you, pulls you down upon the step 
immediately is front of him, and obligingly be- ' 
comes your Cicerone, in as far as you require an 
index to .the men and things that are before your 
eyes. It may he that he plays off upon you a few 
ioDoccQt waggeries, in consequence of your anxiety . 
to be in a place which, to him, has many of the 
horrors of the tread-miil ; but he is sure to set you 
right in the end, and equally sure to leave you in 
charge to his successor. Indeed, if you have never 
been in the House, and know not mtiny of its 
members by sight, always attempt to get upon the 
seat next' the reporters. You may hear them 
treating with scorn the men whom you worship, 
and cursing that eloquence which you are drinking 
in as the nectar of the gods j and if you are over 
inquisitive, or inquisitive at improper times, you 
stand a chance of being yourself rebuffed not in the 
softest phraseology : but still the real information 
which you may acquire from those shrewd and 
intelligent, though not over-courtly personages, will 
hi taoic than counterbalance those little maners, 
which, taken alone, would be any thing but agree- 
able. 

While you are snugly seated, and they arc scrap, 
ing their pens and pencils, handing round the jokes 
of the morning, and between whiles telling you the 
names of the members who we kicking their heels. 

Vol. L-X 
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conning their notes, or consulting their papers, 
you have leisure and spirits to glance round the 
House, and take notice of the theatre before the 
drama commences. The first thing that strikes 
you is its mean and sombre- appearance. When at 
home you heard the Chapel of St. Stephen's spoken 
of, you naturally supposed that if there was not 
■omething of the grandeur and the grace of a 
national hall about it, there would be at least some 
of the venerable and imposing appearances of an 
ancient church. But you find that this place — the 
place where so much wisdom is accumulated, and 
whence so much eloquence is distributed over th* 
world, ought to be called the Chest of St. Stephen, 
nther than the Chapel; for its square form, and 
its wooden texture, make it seem better adapted 
for a linen chest to the nation, or a storehouse 
to the Patent Steam-washing Company, than for 
Accommodating the collective wisdom of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. Not one vestige of the 
ancient structure is to be seen. The whole walls 
are of wainscot, as dark and dingy as heart can 
desire ; the flat roof is so close upon the Gallery, 
that it seems as if intended for a general extin> 
guisher to the House ; the Speaker's chair, bating 
the Royal arms, would do no honour to a provin- 
cial Masonic Lodge; the chandeliers and seats 
are not more tasteful than those of a dissenting 
meeUng-house in a manofacturing village ; and 
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though seme architect of exterDal surfaces has 
contrived to garnish the end toward the Thames 
with funeral plumes, as if the whole wisdom of 
Parliament had gone into mourning for 'somediiog 
dead which durst not be mentioned, yet the three 
windows which throw physical light upon the 
House are as common-place in their structure, and 
as round in their heads, as the country gentle* 
men who show forth their intellectual glimmering 
from the third bench upon either hand of the 
Speaker. The Strangers' Gallery is, aa I have said, 
and you have seen, equally small and inconvenient: 
but OD these accounts, it suits better with the name ; 
because, were it larger, more easily accessible, or. 
more convenient when one does get into it, thea 
that part of the public who are fond of senatorial 
eloquence, would not be so great strangers to St. 
Stephen's Chapel as they are at present. Im> 
mediately before you stands the Speaker's chair ; 
and in it reclines the Speaker himself, with the 
greatest urbanity, and the greatest order set forth 
both in his person and in his wig. The table is 
before hinn, with clerks at the comers ; a hole below 
for receiving such petitions from the people as are 
ordered to lie upon the table ; in the^ centre there 
are a few hooka and memoranda; at each side an 
empiy box, upon which the Ministerial or Opposi- 
tion speaker may beat the drum, when his argu> 
Bienta or his eloquence fail to awaken the nodding 
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House at a late hour ; and at the end nearest 
yourself, lies the mace — that venerable symbol of 
the power and privileges of the House, which was 
BO much <foDteinDed by Oliver Cromwell. I may 
tell you, io passing, that those two sounding-boxes 
arc peculiar to. the House of Commons j and that 
they have given existence and name to a species of 
argument, which ia as peculiar and as efieetive 
in St. Stephen's, as the cushion-thumping of Di- 
vines, or the argumentum ad tabulamacaoag tavern 
politicians — the argumentum ad arcam — that most 
sonorous figure of parliamentary rhetoric — a figuT.e 
of which the late Marquis of Londonderry made 
constant use, and which is not despised or neglect- 
ed by his eloquent and elegant successor, the Right 
Hon. George Canning. 

To the Speaker's right — that is, upon your left, 
muster those who spealc and those who vote with 
the AdminiEtratton. ' Ministers themselves, with 
the leading orators upon their side, occupy the seat 
next the table, stand upon the Boor jof the House, 
and show the whole length of their figures when 
they address it : and it is they, and tliey only upon 
t^is side of the House, who are permitted to resort 
to the argumentum ad arcam. The Opposition 
muster, io like manner, upon the Speaker's left — 
tliose on the floor having privilege of the bdl:, in 
like manner as the Ministerial members ; and they 
who class not of the foremost rank being like those 
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festricte.d to the sound of their own voices, which 
is, of course, held quite adequate to the expression 
of the most lofty tjiings that they can utter. Thtt 
country gentlemen, as having the greatest breadth 
of countenance — as being the most measurable 
statesmen, are posted about the middle, in order 
that they may lean against the pillars, like other 
Sampsons, when diey weary, and that they may be 
seen to the best advantage. The two sets of benches 
are rounded inwards so that they meet together 
behind the Speaker's chair. This is deemed a sort 
of neutral ground ; and upon it civilities and snuS*- 
boxes are exchanged in the most courteous manner, 
by those who scowl defiance at each other whenever 
they come forward to the battle-field. 

The side-slip over (he Treasury-benches is set 
apart for such members of the Opposition, as are 
not fond either of the stimulus of eloquence in the 
House below, or of that of wine in Bellamy's 
above ; Mid the slip over the Opposition does the 
same service for Ae Treasury mutes. The benches 
in those slips are made so roomy, that the members 
upon the opposite sid»-<-of whom Dennis Browne 
and William Ramsay Maule appeared to me to 
be the maxima, can recline upon them without 
restriction ; and they are so soft, that sleep upon 
them must be both balmy and refreshing, promoted 
as it often is by the lullaby that sounds from below. 

No icmale is allowed to enter the Gallery of this 
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House, unless she submit to wear that in public 
which, it may be, she wears regularly at home with- 
out any thing like aubmiaaion; but females may, 
notwithstanding, have a bird's-eye view of the ■ 
House, and hear the sound of its wisdom. There 
is a large ventilator just over the taUe ; and if 
there be any thing very fine or vety curious going 
forward, you may — if the House be stilly enongh 
— ^hear the light patter of feet, and the softened 
hum of whispers there : or ^ould you not be able 
to do ^is, then you may, by a very peculiar look 
that the Speaker puts on upon such occasions, 
know that some of the softer sex are aloft. Some 
may ask, why females are excluded from the gallery 
of this " public" House t to which I know not 
better what to answer, than by asking, why they 
arc prohibited from voting in the election of its 
members ! and when this is answered to ny satis- 
faction, I doubt not but I bhall be able to solve the 
lesser enigma. 

If you had been there on an <»^inary evening — 
an evening upon which nothing of mightier sound 
was to be done than the distribuuon of some ten 
millions of the public revenue, <»- the disposal of 
some iSty Bills, each of which involved an object 
of great primary interest to the district by wUch 
it was desired, then the aspectof the House wwild 
bave been different. The door which yoo foimd 
90 long closed against you would have atood open, 



d.t Google 



BABYLON THE GREAT. 335 ■ 

your Member's order would have procured you 
admiasioD, you would have had the g:reja,ter part of 
the Gallery to yourself, and you would4iave found 
the House as desolate upon your entrance as I 
first found the House of Peers. Upon such an 
occasicm, the first business — prayers excepted, 
which never astonish any Jjody — would have asts- 
niahed you; and you would have been apt to 
suppose that Mr. Speaker was giving the few 
members present a lecture upon the first principles 
of arUhoaetic, after the fashion of Dr. Bell or of 
Joseph Lancaster; for you would have heard" 
him cepeating the names of the cardinal numbers 
in a most melodious, though somewhat formal 
voice, and with very prolonged and incompreh'en- 
aible pauses between — keeping his eye all the 
white upon the clock, pleased apparently that it 
was outrunning his arithmetic. If it had got to 
four o'clock, before he got to the mystical member, 
thirty-nine, he would have adjourned, and gone to 
take his rest os his amusemsnt ; but if he had pt«- 
viottsly been enabled to count that number, he wotild 
have adiJed himself to the list, and the forty would 
have proceeded to grapple whh the business of the 
night, however intricate or however important. 
. Even upon a great day, such as that which 
braoght you from the country, you find the first 
stage of the business any thing but Interesting i for 
though taadry {ffivftte and puUic KUb be forwanl- 
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ed a stage, you cannot understand what they are 
about ; and though sundry petitions be presented, 
and questions put, you are unable to guess at the 
drift of the one, or the answers of the other. In 
those short readings, causa brevitatis^ the Bills are 
often very amusing; and all that you can hear of 
a solemn legislative proceeding is as follova :— Dr. 
Phlllimore, or Mr. Solicitor-General Wetherell, or 
some such profound but prosing personage, U 
called upon by the Speaker. If he be present, he 
answers to the call, by rising, smoothing down his 
face with his hand, looking wisdom itself, and 
moving the second reading of " A bill for amend- 
ing an Act passed during the last Session of Par- 
liament, for amending another Act passed in the 
Session before that, for amending the then existing 
Acts for regulating the solemnizalion of Mar> 
riagea." Upon so joyous a subject you very 
naturally look for something which shall at the 
least be lively and amusing. But the Clerk moves 
to his feet with as much solemnity aa the mover of 
the second reading, and delivers, in a voice which 
neither rises nbr iaHa a single semi-tone during 
the delivery, these oracular words : "'Whereas, 
great inconveniences have arisen from the solemni* 
zation of marriages :" upon which the Speaker tries 
the metal of the Members, " by. yea and by nay;** 
and pronouncing that ^^ the ayes have it," he- sits 
dewn^ and the deed of legislMioa is peifonoed. 
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Whether you happen to have been a principal in 
the solcmmzation of marriage or not, you do not 
question the truth of the proposition ; but you 
caoDot help poodering why so obvious, or at least 
ao simple a truth, should need to be declared by 
. the wisdom of the legislature. The amusement 
which you find or fancy at the solemn declaration 
of .this nonae^uhur — springs wholly, however, from 
your own ignorance of Parliamentary business, 
and is no way chargeable upon the good sense of the 
House. Indeed, it is the reverse: the members 
are supposed to be already acquainted with all the 
details and etuictments of the Bill ; and therefore, 
in those jtaAm^i pro forgia, they'require to hear 
nothing more than the first clause of the first sen- 
tence. 

After the marriage ' Bill is sent to enjoy its 
honeymoon, previous to being read a third time 
aOd passed, the learned Sergeant Onslow, or, as he 
is sometimes termed, Siaw-oji, rises to make hts 
annual mouon for the restoration of the remnant of 
Israel, by a repeal of the laws against, usury, and 
a consequent permission to Solomon io exact as 
many per shents as his own liberal conscience will 
allow him for the use of de monish. Out of doors, 
opinions are somewhat divided upon this piece of 
legislation — because it aeens doubtful whether it 
would or would not Enable profligate young men 
to get rid of their money wit^ less loss of time than 
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by the means now existing ; and, ia a matter of 
such perplexity, the people without the House 
could not have had a better representative within 
than the learned Sergeant, who, though he has 
been working at it for years, yet has contrived to 
manage it in so very lawyer-like a style, that it 
does not appear to be one bit nearer being either 
adopted or rejected, than it was upon its first being 
brought forward. The learned Sergeant, however, 
contrives to make a long and a rare speech upoa 
the subject— I say a rare speech, because not 
even the most voracious of the newspapers ventures 
to report it ; and as it can be understood by very 
few of the listeners, there ^cannot be above one or 
two oral copies in existence. 

After Israel has journeyed quietly through the 
desert of the Sergeant's eloquence, a petition comes 
for the abolition of the Corn Laws ; and the country 
gentlemen declare their readiness to acquiesce in the 
pr^er of the petition, provided a new monopoly ia 
to be granted, of which the little finger shall be hea- 
vier upon the national industry than the loins of the 
old one. Tb the Corn Laws succeeds a whole list of 
Private Bills for the draining of millponds, the set- 
ting up of turnpike-gates, and the further securing of 
abundant and wholesome dinners to Justices of the 
Peace and Church-wardens of Parishes, throughout 
England and the principalityof Wales. These meet 
with no opposition, except from two members, one 
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•f whom is, upon examination, found to have beea 
struck off the roll of the Quorum, and another re- 
jected by a select vestry. Joseph Hume, who has 
been all this while smoothing the dog's-ears from a 
vrell-used copy of the Ready Reckoner, rises to move 
for twenty or thirty returns, all of which, excepf a 
return of the silent members of the House, for which 
he is called to order, as being a breach of privilege, 
are granted j and Joseph sits down with as solid an 
air of self-satisfaction as though he had disproved 
the circulation of the blood as a doctor, confuted - 
the whole Senatus of Aberdeen College as a casuist, 
superseded the Chairman as an East-India proprie- 
tor, or discovered the philosopher's atone as a pri- 
vate adventurer. 

The great leaders for the evening not having yet 
joined their forces, the business lingers for a litdc ; 
and Mr. Richard Martin, of Galway, introduces the 
■victim-cattle, which are adorned for the sacrifice 
with bunches of ribands from Mr. Peter More, the 
appropriate Member for Coventry. 

It may happen that, in the course of those minor 
weapoD-showings, which precede and prepare for. 
the great battle of the night, you may be treated 
• vrith that singular movement called a division of 
the House— an operation which, as spectators are 
bundled out at one door of the Gallery before it be- 
gins, and received in by another after it is over^ 
gives atrangers like yourself an advantage over more 
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practised or more favoured people. For the conve- 
nience of counting those who are for and those who 
are against the motion to be decided, the one party 
goes out of the House and the other remains in. If it 
be the first introduction of any measure upon which 
the division takes place, then those who advocate that 
measure withdraw from the House, or, as it is tech- 
nically termed, " the ayes go out ;" but if the mea- 
sure be in the House, that is, if it have passed one 
stage, then " the noes go out." Upon this and some 
, other practices the following rhymes have been com- 
posed : 

THE FIVE SENSES OF ST. STEPHEN'S. 

So joa doubt the pretence of the Comnions to aaus? 

Why, they've got all the Jive in perfection ! 
In totting %-aAfeeting they aliU will be de«Jingi 

When fkte brings about ki election: 
And then Mto enrc, their thundering "hearl heirs!" 

Show not Balaam's instructor had longer j 
While, for right and for cmell, their practices tell 

No eagle or hound has tbem stronger. 

When, through thick and through thin, they bring niktten io. 

They knowingly put out their ayei ; 
When what's in tbey oppose, they poke out their noei .- 

Which is strictly impartial and wite. 

But, notwithstanding those slight matters, and 
■otwithstanding the high expectations into which 
you had been worked by the fame of the House be- 
fore you took your journey, and the difficulty of 
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getting admission to it after you arrived, you are - 
apt to become a little restive, aad cannot altogether 
keep down the suspicion that the reeds of the ia- 
struments behind you have more to do in forming 
the din into soul-stirring harmony, than the mouths 
from which it is blown in front. The sages in the 
body of the House, indeed, with their endless va- 
riety of countenance, and their motley diversity of 
costume — some sitting as prim and immovable, as 
if a heavy hammerman of Babylon had done them 
into stone ; others capped, jacketed, booted, spurred, 
and, if not whipped, at least whip-armed, put you 
in mind of jockeys gaping and yawning for their 
beef and their bowl after the fatigues of a chase or 
the follies of a horse-race; and others again, hav- 
ing that sort of solemnity which beams forth in the 
sages of your vestry, when they meet to settle the 
important point, whether his Reverence shall first 
draw the tithes of turnips or of potatoes. 

You must not, however, allow yourself to be de- 
ceived by unpromising appearances at the beginning. 
It belongs to all nature and to all art, that that which 
is elevated shall sink down, and that which is lowly 
shall arise. The debris of the lofty mountains ele- 
vates and fattens the valleys between them; the 
abrasion of theboldcst shores — and they are ever the 
first to be abraded, furnishes materials for the ma- 
nufacture of new land in the most lowly bed of the 
ocean ; the high spirit and proud purse of the heed- 

Vol. I.— Y - : 
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less lord cuccumb and sink, in order to raise up the 
wily Jew ; the men of high birth and of high prin- 
ciple had wont at least to roll away from the Court, 
in order to make room and glory for the smooth 
flatterer and the sticking parasite ; the man of ge- 
nius lies down in the dust, in order that the dunce 
may stand erect upon his grave ; and 

" Ab beudi, the nearer that they tend 
To the earth, still grow mors reverend ; 
And cannoni shoot the lugher pitches, 
The lower we let down their breeches i" — 

so this unpromising appearance of matters in the 
House is the most certain evidence that something 
of no common sound and fury is in the wind. If 
you had been to witness a mere common-place 
wrangle, you would long ere now have had the 
small tilting of the little men ; and the voices of 
Wynn, and Wood, and Rice, and Ellice, and Palmer, 
and Martin, et hoc genua omne, would have been 
stunning and terrifying the legitimate sense and the 
legitimate sound of the English tongue, into the 
holes of the wall, and the chinks of the wainscot : 
in a moment of preparation like this, however, " fear 
holds them mute," with the exception of the inter- 
minable and incomprehensible Joseph Hume, who, 
•' alone untaught to fear," is continually " about it, 
goddess, and about it," reducing his vulgar fractions 
tu a common denominator. 
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It comes ; and as the tempest gives the first sig- 
nal of its approach, by the biDding and whistling 
of reeds, and the twittering of leaves upon the 
aspen-tree, the first idea that you catch of the com- 
ing majesty of the House, is in muttered growls 
and curses from the labouring men in the rear of 
the Gallery, and the cowering and crouching of the 
chickens of party upon either side, in order that 
they may find stay and shelter beneath the wings of 
their leaders : Sir James Mackintosh enters the 
House, and moves towards the middle of the Oppo> 
sition bench, where Lord Archibald Hamilton had 
been doing the incubation of warming goose upon 
the seat, while the Knight had been helping a gifted 
member of the Upper House to destroy the memory 
oi the speech-securing bottles. Sir James moves 
along, hemming as he moves, as though the pas- 
sage for his words were as difficult to be made, as 
General Wade found tfic military road in his native 
mountains of Stratherick ; and he comes armed with 
documents, as though during that night he were 
to give to the wishing and waiting public that his- 
tory of England, which seems, as it is anticipated 
to be all rich and lovely as a rainbow, to Q'lt as that 
meteor flits before the anxious boy who pursues it 
with avidity, but pursues it in vain. 

Having disposed such of his cargo as are to vic- 
tual himself through the speech, by the side of the 
sounding-box, and distributed the others among 
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the crews who were to follow him, he rises with 
that slow majesty which indicates that the weight 
of times and of states is placed on his shoulders. — 
He beams a look of inspiration upon those in whom 
he puts confidence, frowns deRance against Copley 
and Wetherell, aims a nod of half>coaxing, half- 
threatening, at Canning, glances toward the Gallery, 
to see that all is ready for preserving even the 
smallest fragment of that intellectual feast which 
he is about to prepare, and then he begins. His 
£rst sentences are so low and so croaking, and his 
bearing and expression have so little of elegance or 
of fire about them, that you wonder at the length 
of ears that is stretched out to catch the sound ; 
but as he proceeds, his sentences stretch out in 
breadth, and swell up in sound, till notwithstanding 
the oratorical care with which they are modelled, 
you fancy that your whole apparatus of hearing 
is to be battered to pieces, in order that the oration 
may at once, and without opposition, charge its way 
to the inmost recesses of your understanding. Your 
ears shiver as though the whole House were filled 
with tinmen and braziers, all vigorously at work ; 
and your teeth are set on edge, as though opposing 
men and opposing sentiments were not to be beaten 
by argument, but mown down by countless scythes, 
which were at that moment undergoing the process 
of sharpening. 
The learned gentleman shows such an intimate 
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acquaintance with English law, and so ardent a 
love for the broad and general principles of liberty, 
that you wonder why be has not completed his His- 
tory of England, or been more active in the real 
furtherance of that about which he can declaim in 
so measured language, and so unmeasurable voice. 
If you have power remaining to think at all, you 
cannot help thinking that there is, in all this, a pur- 
pose, or a want of purpose, which is not confessed. 
Nor are you long in finding that all this illustratioD 
from history, and all this warmth from principle, 
are auxiliary to a more congenial object of the 
orator. All is a mere beating of the bushes, till 
the scent of a quotation is found ; and when that 
is the case, off he scampers full speed, bounding 
over every hedge of the question, coursing all the 
field of declamation, and never stopping, till a 
score of lines from Cicero de Republica be fairly 
worried, and the brush displayed in his cap. Dur- 
ing the chase, Canning takes up a newspaper, and 
Huskisson's finger slides over the items of an es- 
timate ; while the junior members on both sides 
stare with astonishment, and some of the country 
gentlemen fall asleep. Chase is however taken 
after chase, figure after figure cleared, and quota- 
tion after quotation run down ; and at each brush 
that is displayed to the wonderers, a roll of cheer- 
ing ensues. These rolls of cheering form one of 
the three estates of applause, by which English- 
Y2 



.,c,l,;M:t Google 



246 HABYLON THE GREAT. 

men, when heated, show their approbation. In 
theatres, which are supposed not to take any par- 
ticular hold on the understanding, of indeed in 
any way to affect the head, the hands, and more 
especially the feet, ari: the OTgans of approbation ; 
and- the gaping auditor kicks off his delight by- 
battering the boards with hia heels. At taverns, 
where the sources of gratification are held as being 
partly rational and partly animal, demonstration 
is made by bawling till the air vibrate, and thump- 
ing the table till the glasses reel again. In the 
House of Commons, the exhibition of which may 
be accounted the feaat of reason — the plum-pud- 
ding, par excellence, of English enjoyment, the 
thing is done by reiterating the word " Hear!" till 
all power of hearing be utterly at an end, and the 
organs of hearing be all but destroyed. It begins 
with distinct and pattering "Hear! hear!" but 
those syllables roll, and rumble, and jostle each 
other, till it resembles the emptying of small stones 
out of a cart, or the chafe of pebbles on a beach, 
rolling after a returning billow, more nearly than 
it does the sound of any thing human. At last it 
fades away. You find a few lagging " Hears !" 
dribbled out, like the lagging shots of frightened 
volunteers, after the roll of afeu-de-joie on a birth- 
day, or the last drawled minim of some ancient 
dame in a Methodist chapel, whose inclination to 
sleep has spun her psalmody to more than visual 
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length: and looking about you, you discover that 
the last and laziest ones come from two recumbent 
representatives in the side gallery to your right, 
Avho went there to dose till they should have occa- 
sion to cheer the Ministerial aide of the House; 
but vho, awakened by the din, and fearful that they 
might have overslept themselves, throw in a few 
random notes to swell the fugue, and then finding 
their mistake, and blushing thereat, again address 
themselves to sleep, and leave the "Hears!" to 
those who are more intent upon hearing. 

At the first of these demonstrations of Parlia- 
mentary approbation, you are very apt to be seized 
with utter amazement— to look, if you have the 
power of looking, for the grim ghost of Cromwell, 
with its accompaniment of jacks and halberds, 
come again to clutch at the mace, and disperse " the 
Wisdom" to seek the Lord elsewhere — or to ask, if 
you have collectedness left for asking, whether 
there has been any new Guy Fawkes a rat-catch- 
ing with his lantern In the cellarage under the 
House. But as it passes on without any flight on 
the part of the members, you are reconciled to it 
by degrees — nor, if you be not all the more stupid, 
is it long before you learn to know, from the sig« 
nal-look of the speaker, and his signal-thump upon 
the box, when, and to what extent, this hammering 
of others is to clench the nails of his argumenta- 
tion. If, indeed, your first experience of tl^ w- 
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seemly practice, (for though it be a Parliamentary 
practice, and for that reason liberal, coostitational, 
and wise — qualities which arc, or at least ought to 
be, predicable of every thing Parliameiitary, it is 
nevertheless unseemly,) shall happen to be at the 
end of a brilliant speech, and when " other cattle," 
as Richard Martin, Esq. hath it in his speech or 
Bill, I forget which, are apt to beep the House going, 
till the whittles have been again wetted in Bellamy's 
cofTee-house, then you have some apprehension that 
Guy Fawkes is in the rat-hole, hammering his 
flint in good earnest ; for there is such a tumbling 
out, both of the House and Gallerj', and the Speaker 
appears so fidgetty in his chair, that you find your- 
self escaping by mere instinct, before you are 
aware, and do not return until you have been 
assured by the door-keepers that not a rat is in 
jeopardy. 

In this manner. Sir James and the House work 
their way through sundry hours of eloquence by 
" Shrewsbury clock i" and, in as far as eloquence 
is concerned, leaving out sweetness of tone, and it 
may be firmness of purpose, the display is not a 
bad one. Sir James is indeed a master-builder! 
and though the pyramids which he erects be not 
all of the same size, or arranged in the lines that 
you would raost approve of, they are individually 
formed according to the legitimate rules of the 
profession, and the gilded quotation which glitters 
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upon the top of each, is so placed, aa not only to be 
seen from every directioQ, but to be predicted from 
the very founding of that upon which it rests. 

That Sir James Mackintosh is a person of great 
natural powers, no man who knows any thing 
about him will deny ; but it is equally true, that 
he has directed those powers more to the study of 
what is showy in theory, than of what is sound 
in philosophy or useful in practice. His mental 
tactics, though somewhat too artificial, are also 
good ; but his voice and appearance are very 
much against him. His words, instead of flowing 
in that mellifluous strain, or swelling into those clear 
volumes of sound, which are essential to the pro- 
per effect of impassioned declamation siich as that 
in which he deals, come grating from him, aa if 
they were bruized out by millstones. His lan- 
guage, though always flowery, and often fine, is by 
much too rhetorical ; and his manner is too artifi- 
cial, and his expressions too hard to be understood, 
for admitting of that sympathy with him, which 
another orator, deHvering less elevated sentiments, 
in less classical language, would be able to com- 
mand. It might be mere fancy : but 1 never could 
bring myself to feel that those glowing and glorious 
sentences which I have heard Sir James utter, and 
which produced upon the House, both in intensity 
and duration, the influence of electric shocks, were 
in keeping with the look that accompanied them ; 
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for even when they were beaming and bumiDg in 
the hottest and the happiest of their coruscations, 
the eye of the orator was cold. Stitl the sentiments 
themselves are good ; and if they should not (and 
perhaps in that I am mistaken) warm the orator 
himself, they are the cause of warmth in others — 
which is one of the best and moBt legitimate- — I beg 
its paxdan—constitutianal use of Parliamentarj' 
eloquence. 

When eloquence and applause have won for the 
Knight that which he seems pre-eminently to de- 
sire, the motion is made, haply for some alteration 
of the criminal law — put by the Speaker — and, in 
order that no minor mass may disturb the collision 
of bullets from two great legal blunderbusses, it is 
seconded in a nod from John Cam Hobhousc ; and 
forthwith Sir John Copley, his Majesty's Attorney- 
general, well skilled and well habited to understand 
both sides of the question and of the House, rises 
in cool self-possession, to obliterate with calm and 
clear logic the dints which the forky lightning of 
Sir James has made upon that order of things which 
Sir John Copley has seen meet to espouse and to 
advocate. 

Sir John Copley does not set your nerves on fire 
and stretch your imagination on the rack, like him 
of whose points he rises to dim the gloss ; but Sir 
John Copley, nevertheless, grapples your under- 
standing and lays hold of your conviction in a much 



.,c,i,icd.t Google 



BABYLON THE GHEAT. 251 

more powerful manner than the other. He 13 a 
man not inferior in natural powers ; and though his 
acquirements have not the glow and the sparkle of 
those of Sir James Mackintosh, they have fully 
more of maner in them. Like Sir James, he de- 
rives little advantage from his voice, which is as 
cold as ice, and as inflexible as a brick-bat : it is 
wholly without inflexion ; it rises not with a high 
subject, it sinks not down with a low one; it be- 
comes not slow when he is Solemn, and it hurries 
not along when he should be impassioned i it cannot 
even point the master-words of a sentence, or the 
master- sentences of a paragraph, with any emphasis 
of which an ordinary ear can take hold ; and, upon 
the whole, if this solid and successful personage 
had nothing else upon which to depend, he would 
rank among the most inefficient even of the long- 
winded men of briefs, who take their turn in twin- 
ing out a luUably to the rocking-cradle of legislation. 
But Sir John Copley, as you will instantly perceive, 
looks a person who not only has stuff in him, but 
who knows to turn that stuff to proper account : his 
language, though plain, is remarkable both for its 
neatness and for the nicety with which it is adapted 
to the object in view ; his manner, though void of 
every thing like flourish, has a great deal of force 
in it i and his look and expression are very acute 
and shrewd. Nor is the strain of his speaking at 
all at variance with these : he displays great judg- 
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ment both in the selection and the application ol 
his arguments ; and one seldom meets with a clearer 
logician, or a closer reasoner-^at least in any two 
propositions, or two steps in the establiahment of 
one proposition, that are immediately consecutive; 
for if you attend closely to him, the chance is that 
you will assent to every part of the speech as you 
go along ; but if, when it is over, you compare the 
two ends of it together, you will be at a loss to com- 
prehend what delicacy of doubling in a course so 
apparently straight- forward and clear, should have 
enabled him from such premises to arrive at such a 
conclusion. You know, or at least you suspect, 
that there must be some lurking sophistry — some 
nicely -concealed paralogism, in that chain of rea- 
soning which to you seems to flow in so uniform 
and orderly a manner ; but before you can discover 
the sophistry, and expose the paralogism, you would 
require to be as much a master of the art of little 
deflections quietly made, as the very able, and ap- 
parently very straight-forward Attorney- general • 
You never find that the sum of those deflections is 
such as very much to offend you ; but when he con- 
cludes, you are provoked at your own inability to 
find them out by the way. The impression left on 
your mind is one of high respect for the talents of 
the man, and not a very inordinate desire, even al- 
though you may differ from him, to quarrel witli 
the politician. You feel convinced, that if you had 
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a case which required just a very littte twist in the 
working to make it answer the end you have in 
view, there is no person to whom you would sooner 
intrust it than Sir John Copley. 

The " gong-peal and cymbal-clank" of the open- 
ing oration had rent the air like a sail in a storm, or 
a banner in a battle, and awakened and frightened 
the rats to the foundations and unseen fastnesses of 
the Chapel; and the speech of, the first objector to 
the motion has flowed in so uniform a strain, albeit 
nothing like " the dulcet sounds of flutes and soft 
recorders," that it has rendered the atmosphere of 
the House calm again, and brought the murine ten- 
ants not only to a sense of safety in their places, 
but it may be to something like a consciousness of 
fraternity, or at least of friendship ; and when those 
opposing powers have tried the balance and flung it 
by, various cahdidates offer themselves for the ho- 
nour of the sequence. OLihese, the figure of Den- 
man first, as they say in the House, " catches the 
eye of the Speaker ;" or, as you would say out of it, 
" the eye of the Speaker catches the figure of Den- 
man j" and the Wynnes, the Wctherells, the Lambs, 
and the Lockhatts, drop down upon their respective 
benches, like humming-birds upon the discharge of 
a blunderbuss loaded with sand. 

Mr. Denman rises with as much cold gravity, as 
if old Father Thames reared his head above the 
massy waters, rich with all the votive offerings of 
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bis thousand worshippers, and gives you the depth 
of a bassoon solo. His expresaion is absolutely 
sepulchral, and his voice sounds as if it came hol- 
low from the tombs at midniE^t's blackest hour. 
His natural powers do not strike you as being of 
the very first order, and his acquiremeats are of 
the breadth rather than of the depth of things. You 
iDBtinctively admit, that nothing can be in finer 
congruity than his appointment to an office under 
the Babylonian Corporauon : for he has all the solid 
and substantial qualities of every thing that be- 
longs to that Corporation ; and, would he take his 
illustrations directly from the state barge and coach, 
the installation dinners, the Guildhall statues, or 
even Gog and Magog themselves, the keeping would 
be perfect. The progress of his logic is sure, but 
it is peristaltic, and propagated from one end 
of the subject to the other, like the twistiogs of 
a well fed eel, when it ^orks its way upon a tour 
of pleasure, from side to side, of a citizen's pond. 
The grave manner, the rhetorical language, and 
the ponderous and verbose style in which Mr. Den- 
man delivers himself, taken in combination with 
the stately gloora of his visage, make you believe 
that somethinj; of a wondrous weight is to cQmc 
at the close ; but you wait and wait, and at last 
find that, though the arguments which he uses be 
very lair in themselves, and not badly Joined to- 
gether, yet that they are so obese with mere words. 
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that you caonot easily discover either a bone or 
articulation. You must not, however, be displeas- 
ed at this ; for among orators, as among oysters, 
the largest shell seldom contains the most ra^ 
kernel. 

The oratoiy of Mr. Denman is a signal to the 
Irish and the country gentlemen, that now is the ' 
time for them to get into port, and victual for the 
itorm diat yet awaits them. So they bundle off.for 
Bellamy's cofTee-house, and there by beefsteaks and 
bumpers of the best, and jokes of the other kind, 
they become more expressly the representatives of 
their constituents, than if, like Mr. Peter Moore, 
and Mr. Fysache Palmer, they hung, like two cold 
and- pale moons, upon the stilly but meanwhile 
starless concavity, of the House. It is more than 
probable, that you may feel a disposition to follow 
the multitude ; and I x:an assure you, you may do 
worse. Bellamy, I believe, gets his license through 
the Speaker ; ^nd if the speaker alao choose the 
wines, the choice does him no discredit whatever. 
But good wine can be had any where ; and as there 
is not much charm in the coffee-house eloquence of 
M. P.s, you find your way back to enjoy a new 
chapter of the House, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

■niE HOUSE OF COMHONS i. 

A Geld-ds}', like ■ wisp or fiddle. 
It ttw»yi slender at the middle : 
And if adjourned, it cloaei stringless 
Like fiddle's half, or half-wasp stingleRS. 

RhIHES ill TBI 11EF0BT1S5. 

The deep-mouthed call oFthe Common Serjeant 
to the Corporation of Babylon the Great is answer- 
ed by the " learned Lord," from " the Modern 
Athens"— hia Majesty's advocate for his Majesty's 
interest, prince of all the Dogberries, grand inqui- 
sitor in all crimes, and Crorfn reporter in all offi- 
cial story -telling, for the provinces, and those who 
dwell therein, poleward of the Tweed, and mem- 
ber of Parliament for the ghosts of five departed 
Burghs in the kingdom of Fife, " to boot and boot." 
Those boroughs have always been well and truly 
represented ; but never, except in the case of the 
present learned Lord ex o^ch, and wise Baronet 
ex gratia^ have they been more so than in the case 
of Umquhill Sir John Anstruther of that ilk Baro- 
net, who, after a war of semi-Trojan duration, came 
down upon them with banners flying, and bearing 
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the inscription— -"^frimm nisi perhsitn" — which 
being interpreted, signified, " You have attempted 
to diah me, and therefore I shall dish you." That 
importaat personage was remarkable for the exer- 
cise of three patriotic and personal virtue s-~politicB, 
coal-pits, and sleep. The politics as being alto- 
gether beyond his depth, he intrusted implicitly to 
the Administration for the then time being 1 the 
coal-pits, being deep matters also, he intrusted to a 
very profound personage of the name of Gawitt 
Hogg; and the sleep, as being the most gentle' of 
the three, he contrived to manage in his own 
person. This had been his practice for many years 
previous to his representing the five ghosts in St. 
Stephen's, and as before that great event he bad 
come as near to that great epoch of discretion, aa 
it is given sdch personages to come, he very pru- 
dently adhered to it afterwards. A field-day of 
those times had come round; Sir John had seen 
the nmateifrrolls, and listened to the opening can- 
nmiade : after this be had poured out his drink- - 
offering at Bellamy's during the discharge of the 
small arms ; and as his rest diere was disturbed 
by sundry little men who were filling themselves 
to the speaking point, he went into the aide Gal- 
lery, and was soon made happy through the com- 
posing lullaby of the third bench men of the day. 
So generous had been the drink-offering, and ao 
balmy and profomid was the sleep, that the thun- 
Z 9 
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ders of the last charge could no more awaken the 
Baronet, than the thunders of the battle-field can 
awaken the slain ; and so when the House came 
to " put out their ayes," of which Sir John was 
known to be one, although closed in steep in the 
mean time, he still lay motionless as the bench 
itself, amusing his dreams with the vocal perform- 
ance of his own olfactory apparatus. When the 
last waking " aye** of the House was in the act of 
being put out, a messenger was despatched to rouse 
the Baronet to the performance of his voting.— 
After a few hearty shakings, he arose, looked, be- 
wildered, and asked what was the matter. *' Your 
TOte, Sir John ! your vote !" said* the messenger. 
" ^ vote ! what needs ye fash me about a vote, 
when ye have Gawin Hogg \ Canna ye spier at 
Gawin, and be hanged to you, and let me tak my 
rest!" 

Z will not take upon me to decide whether the 
ghost of the five Burghs aforesaid, be better or 
worse represented in the Sir William, whom I 
heard as respoader to the Common Serjeant, than 
they were in the Sir John of whom the above anec- 
dote is almost the sole Parliamentary remain ; but 
I must say, that if your mind be constructed in any 
way like mine, the Learned Lord will pour such s 
flood of doubtings upon you, or rather be the cause i 
of your pouring such a flood of doublings upon 
yourself, as will induce you to lose sight of the , 
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five Burghs altogether, and imagine that that 
which, " ID such a questionable shape" as Ham- 
let says, stands and speaks before you, ia neither 
more nor leas than the representative of the ghost 
of David Hume. You doubt, first of all,, whether 
an officer having such civil, political, and criminal 
powers, as this same Lord Advocate is vested with 
in Scotland, ought to be a member of the House of 
Commons at all. Again you doubt whether, ad- 
mitting the perfect congruity of the two officer- 
namely, that he who, when 10 Scotland, represents 
the Eing, can and will, when in England, represent 
the people— whether this same learned Baronet be 
equal to the discharge of the two ofices jointly, or 
even the one of them singly. Yet, agajn, you doubt 
whether there be not, on the part of the English 
officers and lawyers of the Crown, a feeling toward 
the Scottish Lord, which all the penetration that 
you can muster is not able to translate or twist 
into a maximum of admiration. Moreover, you 
doubt whether the learned Lord will be able to 
grope to the bottom of the Common Serjeant^s 
dark arguments. Furthermore, you doubt whe- 
ther it would not be just as well for him to follow 
the example of Sir John. And finally, you doubt 
whether, before the conclusion of his holding forth, 
the ever wakeful eyes of the Speaker himself riiftU 
not be scaled in soft slumber. 
Havins such « broa4 baie of doubting on which 
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to rest, you cannot be certain that you are right in 
any one trait of the public character of this learned 
personage. It will strike you that his powers are 
feeble, and that, however much he may be skilled 
in the law and practice of Scotch official politics, 
be' neither can understand, nor has studied, those 
large and liberal principles, which make England 
the most delightful of lands, and Englishmen the 
most commanding of orators. His Lordship, in- 
deed, bears himself as if he knew them all ; but his 
appearance is dull and clumsy, his style disjoint- 
ed, his language feeble, and his voice, thotigh it 
Bounds of the horn, and occasionally of the crooked 
horn, has assuredly no relationship to the *' mellow 
horn," which Collins has immortalized in song ; and 
therefore no " bubbling runnel" of applause, even 
from the Treasury benches, except half a " Hear !" 
from Sir George Clerk, or three quarters from 
Lord Binn'mg, cheers the lonely speaker on his 
tedious way — a way which, at its termhiation, 
glides into the misty oblivion of a nan seguitur, in a 
. style which, if you understand, you are not only 
wiser than I am, but wiser than the Lbrd Advocate 
of Scotland. 

A« the progress of his Lordship's speech has suc- 
ceeded in clearing the House of three-fourths of its 
members, you find that the close of it has nearly de- 
prived all who remain of power of speech — the only 
person who rises to reply being Lord Arq^iUnld 
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Hamilton, and the i^obable cause of his Ttsmg is, 
that being deaf, or at leaat very dull of hearing, tb« 
tranqnillizing power of speech has had the less ef- 
fect upon him. Lord Archibald is a very plain man: 
his bearing is honest and mild, but bis voice is per- 
fectly tuneless ; and, as he is unable to hear disuncly 
wlut is said on the opposite side, be is very apt to 
answcc that which no man has asserted, and to assert 
that which no man will take the trouble of answer- 
ing. When he replies to the Lord Advocate, you 
do not regret those qualities, because it matteis lit- 
tle what the reply shall be ; bnt when you find the 
state o'f the Scottish Representation to be such, as 
that questions connected with the most vital inte- 
rests of that end of the Island have to be confided to 
the almost unassisted powers of Lord Archibald, 
shame comes over you on account of the represen- 
tation, and pity on account of the people. 

The last pair of speakers whom you have heard 
have succeeded in separating the debate from the 
question, and in taking off that interest which you 
were disposed to feel at the beginning ; and thus 
you are enabled to enter into a formal estimate of 
the .general talents of those who present themselves 
to the speaker's notice, rather than a detached judg- 
ment upon their ability and conduct in respect of 
the question more immediately before the House. 
For a little they had followed in some sdrt of train, 
baladcing each othar as if by a conventional agree. 
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ment ; but now ther« is neither principle nor order 
in th« sequence, and thus you feel disposed to con- 
template them much in the same way that you would 
a gallery of portraits which had been arranged and 
huBg up according to the mere caprice of the artist. 
Mr> Wynn is one who, out of this mass, forces 
himself upon you— not so much by the peculiarity 
of what he says, as by the odd way in which he 
puts hinsef forward to say it. Mr. Wynn rises 
from the bench, advances his right foot half a pace, 
throws back his head till Ae facial line makes ex- 
actly half a right angle with the ceiling, and looks 
round the House as though be would not exchange 
his opinion of himself — no, "not for Cadwallader 
and all his goats," and squeaks away in a voice as 
high in the gamut as he is in his own self-ap- 
probation. Mr. Wynn is neither a logician nor an 
orator — he cannot argue, and he cannot declaim : 
his words, too, are feeble ; they are put together in 
the most confused way imaginable; and the whole 
mass of qualities, ghostly and bodily, which he 
puts in motion, grate painfully upon the ear. 
Mr. Wynn, however, has his sphere j and it is 
not without a feeling that he deserves it, that he 
has taken up that comfortable opinion of himself 
which consoles him for the want of that admiration 
which he does not command in the House. Mr. 
Wynn is an adept in the only science — if science 
it may be called, which is truly and exclusively 
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Parliamentary— he knows what is order and 'what 
is not — when a Member may, with impunity, state 
that which is doubtful both in substance and in 
lOrm, and when the visitation of the Sergcant-at- 
Arms is in danger of alighting i^n one who states 
that, the abstract truth of which nobody can feel a 
very great disposition to gainsay. la this way he 
is at times exceedingly uMeful; and there is no 
doubt ihit he, and a few others that follow, but 
are not equal to him in this mystery of manners, 
have prevented many a two-hauded debate, the 
violence of which could not be quelled by the loud- 
est canon in the House, from finding its quietus, 
with tremblings and triggers, upon those more 
doubtful fields, where fools demonstrate the worth- 
lessness of their brains by staking the chance of 
their being blown out against an idle word. 

There are no two members of the House of 
Commons with whom you are apt t« be more dis- 
appointed than Mr. Hobhouse, the member for 
Westminster, and Sir Robert Wilson, the member 
for Sottthwark. So much noise has been made 
about those two persons ; and the one has gotten 
hims^f so much renown as a peripatetic scholar, 
and the other as a peripatetic soldier ; that yod 
are apt to come prepared to behold Mr. Hobhouse 
conquering St. Stephen's by the immediate inspi- 
rations of Mercury, and Sir Robert subduing it 
by the aid of Mars : but those two champions of 
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popular deetioQ, instead of conquerlog the House 
of CommoDB, are hsrdly able to conquer a third- 
rate quMtion, or even to triumph over their own 
tempers. If one were to give the character of ]V[i> 
HoUiouse in a few words, one woidd describe him 
■9 a caviller— a caviller, too, not upon broad 
grounds or comprehensive views of a subject, but 
upon little matters in comers. HU manner is very 
much against him : it is pert and forward ; and he 
roars ont his little exception to some little point, as , 
if he were settling the affairs of all the world. Hti i 
vtMce IS loud even to roaring, but it is barsb and ' 
unmusical ; while his language, though strong and 
inflated, is so coarse — laid so near to the language j 
of the hustings, that it alone would be a great bar ! 
in the way of his ever having much influence, either ' 
in the House of Commons or out of it— unless, 
indeed, when a troubled state of the waters of 
society happen to cast up to the surface things 
which had betur remain at the bottom. While 
UsteaiDg to him, it is impossible for you to Iceep 
out of your mind the thought of a gift which the 
goodness of the Dunciad bestowed upon one of her 
former legitimate Bona — 

" To cavil, jud^, sad censure, ri^t or wron^, — 

Full and etemsl privilege of tongue." . 

But notwithstanding all this sound and fury of the 

younger glory ot Westminster ; notwithstanding 
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the bold front with which he puts himself forward; 
notwithstanding the zeal with which, upon his elec- 
tioti, he w*a3 puffed and pantphleted all over the 
counUy ; notwithstanding the variety and the rea- 
diness of his scholarship ; notwitfaatanding a certain 
restless activity of disposition and a certain mi- 
croscopic eye in politics, which enable him to find 
and to fix upon flaws and frailties which greater 
men are but too apt to overlook; and notwith- 
standing what ought, perhaps, to give him greater 
weight than all those — his being, by report at least, 
the political pupil and prot€g£ of Sir Francis 
Burdett — the foremost of England's politicians in - 
eloquence, in hardihood, in inflexibility, and in free- 
bom strength — all his sound, all his fury, all his 
pertness, all his captiousness — ay, and all his better 
qualities, (of which, if he would put them forward 
as prominently as he does the leas agreeable ones, 
he is by no means deficient,) count for very little : 
and perhaps there is not a man within the walls of 
St. Stephen's, who throws so many things really 
smar^, and meant to be pointed, into the lumber- 
house of its neglect. During the time that he has 
been a member in that House, if all the unparried 
attacks, all the disregarded sarcasms, all the un- 
exposed assertions, and all the unadmircd furies of 
speech, were to be collected and restored to their 
rightful owners, there is no member tfiat would 
come in for a larger share than John Cam Hob- 
Vol. I^A a 
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houae. Bat Joha Cain Hobhouae i» a good Bcholar 
ceittioly ; be im abundantly liberal in hit potitics, 
lie represent* one <A the largest bodies (I sa; bo^i) 
of electors any where to be met with in dw country, 
and he by no means hides either his light, or the 
candlestick from which that tight glimmers forth, 
under the bushel ei^er of natural or affected 
modesty ; and yet, notwithstanding all those advan- 
tages, he is, and must rcmaio, a member of inferior 
weight and value. 

Sir Robcr(*Wilson does not possess the same ad* 
vantages as to scholastic cultivation, that are pos- 
sessed by the member for Westminster ; and Ms 
natural powers are, to asj the best of them, not of 
a high order. Sir Robert also wants that quality 
of the other orator, which Butler says gives a man 
great pretence to all things. His expression is 
peevish and querulous ; and though his raaBser be 
abundantly violent, titerc is something in it which 
prevents its ever being cBectlve. His voice, though 
abrill enough, is hard and wiry, and there is a 
vague and sicetchy texture running through the 
whole of what he says. When you look at Sir 
Robert Wilson, you can never doubt for a moment 
that he is perfectly sincere in every thing diat he 
utters : a glance will convince you that he is bb 
enthusiast, but that be belongs to &at class of 
enthusiasts, who arc unable to exerdse much judg- 
ment in adopting the subject of tiieir entfaiuiasm, 
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or to display much hardihood in abiding by it. Sit 
Robert Wilson is one of those creations of bvuble- 
some times, which, had the nations remftincd tnia- 
quil, would have been a very good, but a vttf 
common -place m«mber of common society. 

"nirough a succession of such orators, and atich 
eloquence as those and that, the House and Uie 
hearers ebb away, wave after wave, and drop oftw 
drop, tiU little remains under the still moon-beam 
of the Speaker, save such buccinx as Mr. Peter 
Moore and the Hon, Henry Grey Bennet, and 
that eternal barnacle of the beaches, Joseph Home. . 
It is the nature of all tides, however, tliat those 
which ebb farthest, and expose the most <dry and 
shallow banks,' retiu-n vUll the greatest raindity,' 
roar in ^e most angry foam, and rise to the 
greatest height. The first signal of the return— 
and it is but a signal, is the rising of the learned 
Dr. Luahington, who comes upon the House with 
the special pleading of a c(»islstorial case, and looks 
so solemn, aod so proof against alt change of tone 
and of temperature, that, instead of a very able 
pleader before the Court of Arches, you would 
almost fancy that lie ia the abutment of a physical 
arch. The Doctor's manner is lend itself— dull 
enough in all conscieDce, but so cold withal, that 
under its influence you cannot sleep. Hia voice n 
harsh, his language dry and technical, and his 
style so exceedingly tedious ttiat even the dllU«St 
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hearer is unable to lose pace with it : stilt there 
is a redeeming sincerity about the Doctor, and it 
he could give up about ninety-seren vords out of 
eTcry hundred, what he says, especially upon pro- 
feasional subjects, would have a considerable effect, 
and would deserve to have it. P.enons of Bmall 
effective power should be very careful how they 
encumber that power by extraneous matters : an 
ounce of lead, if sent forth of a musket naked, will 
cleave a deal board at the distascc of two hundred 
yards ; but place it in the centre of a ton of goose- 
feathers, and an equal force would not make it 
break a cobweb at the distance of twenty feet. It 
is somewhat after this fashion, that the laborious 
words of Dr. Lushlngton, and speakers of his pro- 
fession and calibre, come between the understand- 
ings of them that hear and the sense of that which 
is spoken — 

" Like feather bed between a wall. 
And beavj brunt of cannon ball." 

While the Doctor's oration leaves you for a good 
while in doubt, . whether the House is to ebb away 
to final dryness or to return in a returning, swell, 
that doubt begins "by degrees to be cleared up : 
members, one by one, re>occupy their places ; the 
recorders shake off their sleep, and sharpen their 
pens and pencils ; the slumberers in the side Galle- 
ries turn themselves ever } and when those indica- 
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lions hftve ioGreased for a litUe, the Unth wilve of 
wisdom TtAla inward about the tenth hour, uid 
Brougham, Canning, and the otiiqr buoyant and 
sparking aubfttances, We borne in on the top of the 
tide. 

When die learned gentleman hn- wtared himself 
to a close, another gettdeitian, not less learned, but 
the very reverse of this one in ^the substance and 
an the attributes of public spiling, flings himseH 
upon the rising flow of the House. Mr. PhinkeW 
is a man of very coasiderabte talents, and he has 
not neglected their cultivation. His aspect, too, 
after die solidity that has just passed, is like a flash 
of Heaven's (ire trota forth of a datic cloud. He it 
nor an elegant inaa, neither does he strike you as 
being a prefound one. When be speaks, yoD do 
not feel your heart warming as at a Burdett, yout 
belief in human nature kindling as at a Canning, 
your love of human integrity strengthening as at a 
Robinson, or your dread of human power i^akiirg 
yoa an at a Brougham— you have none of diose 
feelings ; and you do not lean forward to drink in- 
Btruction as you would do from Huskisaon, or sit 
riveted and still aa to Wilbcrfbrcc — to a- song- of 
delight by ooe^ who hath a pleasant voice, or play- 
Vh cimningly upon an instrument ;" but still yoa 
* are forced to listen, comyelled to wonder, and^ 
wCten tbe arrowy speed' of the orator will let you, 
you arc comtnuned to admire; As old Katerfrfto 
Aa 2 
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said, " it is not de lightning, it is not de dunder/' 
but it is a pelting of as hard and as hurried hail- 
stones as ever ijere made to rattle upon the outside 
or the inside of a house. For aa Irishman, Mr. 
Plunkett has wonderful command of himself ; and 
diough you could not for one moment mistake 
which is the land that honours and is honoured by 
him, you do not in him meet with any of those Crom 
a booa which rouff men to moral or to mental ra- ' 
pine, or any of those Ulttiooa over the damage that 
has been done, which are sung, and sung with some- 
what of truth, as being characteristic of the genuine 
' speakers of that Und of impassioned hearts and 
more impassioned elocution. — Plunkett has a great 
deal of judgnenti and thou^ his speech be rather 
too curt and snappish for a musical ear, he speaks' 
orderly and well i and if it were not that the intense 
hardness of the small individual -masses prevents 
their aggregation into one wbc4e, Mr. Plunkett 
would, if not the greatest, be the keenest master of 
invective in the House. He is a very acute logi- 
cian, but be is not always an accurate one i yet he 
hurries on from cue proposition to another, with 
such impetuosity and such bounds, that he succeeds 
in clearing those fissures and gullies in which an 
orator of less buoyancy would be sure to droi>~- 
probably to rise no more. • 

When Plunkett has trundled his gemmy drvp* 
tar the requisite period of time, both the Hoiise and 
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the Gallery let you know what is coming next. 
' There sits upon the first bench on the Speaker's 
left, tL figure which seems as though it had hung 
over the lamp of study, till not all the bloom of life 
merely, but even the energy of life itself, had been 
on the very verge of extinction ; and yet, upon this 
apparently helpless figure the whole eyes of the 
House are turned, and its first mechanical and au- 
tomaton-like effort at rising calls forth a muttered 
curse from the quill-men in your rear, while every 
cranny of the Gallery becomes wedged like the 
arch-stones of a vault, and pressed by an immense 
load at each superincumbent portal. The House 
beneath seems to partake of the kindling interests 
for that which, to a stranger like you, promises any 
thing but gratification ; for during the time that the 
figure is slowly uncoiling itself to something like a 
verticle curve, or rather like a verticle zigzag of 
stifly-jointed lines, half-a-dozen of heedless zealots 
upon both sides, who had attempted to interpose 
their sounding sconces, drop down as if the Speaker 
had an air-gun concealed under his robe. 

Afiter this bustle of preparation, and amid die 
breathless silence which follows it, Henry Brougham 
takes a slow and hesitating pace towards the Uble* 
where he stands crouched together— his shoulderi 
pulled up, his head bent forward, and his upper lip 
and nostril agitated by a tremulous mo^on, a* 
thoagh be ircre aftaid to utt«r even a eioglc sen- 
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tence. His bair and manner are very much those of 
a field-preacher — not such as draw the idle holiday 
crowds of modem times, bat them of old, by whom 
tfie purity of religion was preserved and propagated 
in the wilderness, when it had been banished from 
the city,, and even from the church : the tones of his 
voice are full and melodious ; but they come fmlh 
slow, hesitating, and, as it strikes you, with pain- 
so that you are left in doubt whether the tntcllectital 
power of the man be unable to master the subject, 
or his fAysical strength to give it utterance, Hia 
first sentences, or rather the first membera of his 
senMnce, for you soon find that with Mm a sentence 
ia more extended, both in form and in subatsDce, 
Aaa the whole oration of many other men, come 
lorth cold and itreiolntv, and withal so wide of the 
question, that yon are unable to perc«ve how tfaey 
aball be bent w> as to bear upon it. Each trf them is, 
indeed^ profoimd^ clear, and satisfactory in itself, 
evidently deduced by the most chosen art from the 
c^icest materials ; and, come they fitMn what tide 
of the wide Encyclopedia they will, the very es- 
sence of them is given, and most satisfactorily 
given, in those words. There seems' to be some 
one direction' in wluch diey arc all bent, and bent 
by a mighty power; but that power is as yet view 
kss as; the wind, andi Hke the spirit, you cannot tdl 
irtience it- com«th or whither it goeth^ 
WheB, hovrevH', a sufficient oamber of Aosc 
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propositloTiE^ have been envmciated, and the enun- 
ciation is always such as to carry .the demonstration 
with it— when every auxiliary that the range of 
huntan knowledge can furnish for the firm esta- 
blishment of the ultimate conclusion has been 
pressed into the service — when every objection te 
its force has been efFectually turned aside by a 
single touch^whcn the whole array of political 
and moral truth has been put in order ; it moves on 
towards the conclusion, firm as the Macedonian 
phalanx, and irresistible as a bayonet-charge of the 
mountaineers of the North. . 

One position being thus carried with the ap- 
pearance of weakness and want of resolution, but 
with a reality of power and of determination which 
make themselves to be felt in the certainty with 
which it commands your assent, the orator rises 
upon it both in body and in mind, and wins a 
second by a more bold and brief attack. To a 
second succeeds a third ; to a third a fourth ; and 
so on, till the whole principles and the whole phi- 
losc^hy of the question have acknowledged their 
conqueror — till every man within the House, who 
has ears to hear and a heart to understand, be as 
irresistably convinced of the abstract truth as he ia 
of his own existence ; so that if Brougham were to 
pause even here, he would be entitled to take his 
station as the foremost master of reason within 
the Chapel of St. Stephen's. The resources of the 
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man arc really astonishing; and one 'q^puld almost 
imagine that he bad realised the aocleot Scythiaa 
fable, by killing the foremost man in every de- 
partment of knowledge, and possessing himself of 
all their intellectual inheritances. It matters not 
what the subject is, however sublime or however 
common-place, however abstruse or however prac- 
tical, Brougham knows it — and knows it completely. 
Others may rival, and one or two may excel him, in 
the external beauties of ancient learning ; but there 
is no man more thoroughly imbued with the glcM-ious 
and glowing philosophy, which constitutes the moat 
precious gem in all those caskets, which have been 
bequeathed to us by them of the ages long gone by. 
Brougham does not imitate the chaste and comet, 
though somewhat courtier-like, language of Tully ,- 
neither do his orations (though they be somewhat 
more after that fashion) take the express form of 
those of the Grecian orator ; but he wants not for 
the closeness of Cicero's logic, nor for the terrible 
invective of the Greek. In addition to this, be 
tyma the science of the day to more account than 
any other speaker, in or out of the House of Com- 
mons ; and) taking away their political bearings 
and their politiqil value altogether, ther« are 
speeches of Brougham's which are admirable as 
lectures upon philosophy, upop literature, and upon 
the arts. 

It is, however, utterly impossible for you to 
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analyze his character, while you are heiu-iog him 
spealt — that atooe, though one of the moBt gratify- 
ing, is ooe of the severest tasks that you can pos- 
sibly undertake. When, as already meouooed, he 
has laid the foundation In the utmost extent of 
philosophy, and the profoundest depth of reason— 
wheo he has returned to it again, applying At 
line and the plummet, to see the erection is order- 
ly, and fceliag with the touch of a giant to aa> 
certain that it is secure — when he has bound the 
understandings of the House and the spectators in 
cords of argument which they are equally undis- 
posed and unable to break — he vaults upon the 
subdued basis, rises In Sgurs and in tone, calls 
forth the passions,, from their inmost recesses, over- 
tops and shakes the gaping members and the echo- 
ing House. That voice, whkh wm at first so low 
and ?o unpretending, now assumes the deafenii^ 
roar and the determined swell of the ocean ; that 
form which at the beginning aeenwd to be sinking 
under its own weight, now looks as if i» were nerv> 
ed wMi steel, strung with brass, and immortal and 
unchangeable as the truths which in lus calmer 
mood he uttered ; that countenance which aforc- 
Hme bore the hae and the coldness of stone, is now 
wilmated at every )>oint and beaming in every 
fevture, as though the mighty utterance were M. 
inadequate to - the mightier spirit wltMit ; and 
Aose eyes, which, vlitn he began, tU'ocd their Um 



.,c,i,icd.t Google 



376 BABYLON TBE GREAT. 

and tranquil discs on you, as if supplicating yoar 
forbearance and your pardon, now shoot forth their 
meteor fires, till every one upon whom they beam 
be kindled into admiration, and men of all parties 
vieh in their hearts that Brougham were '* one of 
us." So concludes the second-^tbc impassioned or 
declamatory part of the speech. 

When he has gained what you imagine to be 
the acm£ of powerful speaking, when, giving eot 
emphasis to his words by the sounding-box, as the 
manner of some is, but emphasis to that box by 
his words— and when he appears to be looking 
round, as if to see and to sneer at the adoration 
which he has commanded, his figure sinks down 
and re-coils itself, aod his voice falls to the most 
«xtraordinaty whisper that ever was uttered by 
man.' This singular ^dence, or rather dropping 
down, of expression, of action, and of voice, which 
Bougham possesses in greater perfection than any 
speaker that I ever heard, has a wonderful eflfect; 
and those l«w, solemn, and muttered words, which 
ate yet perfectly audible, even to the whisper of a 
syllable, have a power in them that you cannot 
resist, even a^hough you may be hearing them for 
the first time, and be for that reason ignorant of 
the object and. the result. It is not by any means 
that either the speaker or the speech is exhausted. 
Those simple looks, and those subdued tones, are 
intended to usher in any thing but a peroration of 
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flattery to bis o^qKiticnts, as though the i>rMor 
were coneciauB that he had gone too far. Be w 
surcd that that crouching together of the body tp ■< 
DO symptom of weakoeBB, and that falling of tbe 
vmce is no prelude vkber to fear or to humility : 
it U th« bending of the wrestler, in order that he 
may tnriiif hia an^goniat more irreai^tibly in.lus ' , 
grasp— Uw crQucUing back of the tigur,' in. order - 
that be may pounce with more tertibU ocrtaij^fcy' 
on his prey-^t is the sigoal that Brougham is put- 
ling OD his whole arinour, and i^wt to grasp the - 
mightiest of hU weapow. In lUs arguownt be bu 
beep clear and conviociag ; in his appeal to the 
pas^ons, though somewbat haughty and bard, he 
haa been successful ; but he is now abgut to eet 
his la»t uid supcthuman shaft upon the string'— be 
is to become dreadful in bis invective. Wo be to 
Uie man Ufi^n whom that eye — erewhile so calm and 
so ldu»*^Ures from th« mysteriout concMlmcot 
of those puckered brows! Wo be to the wigbt 
to whoon .those half-whiipered words are a presage 
of what is oa ^e wjng ! 

Yqu we a stranger, and gf course you know 
otA whAt is to hvi^ni yov merely see a man, 
w)m> has coovinced .yjfa t^ lu* arg^taients and 
warmcd^ou \^ bis appeal, bring the whol^, as yoa 
suppose, to * moft " Lpsoe and impotent conclu- 
sion," in those BinsHlarly*»uitt)le whispers. If, 
however, you wer« faPHUar wuh (he fioiue, wid 

Vol.. I^B b 
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happened, to be so seated as that you could com- 
mtind a view of all its members, you would be at 
no loss to perceive that they did not all feel that 
that conclusion would be as lame and impotent 
as it appeared to yoa. You would, find more 
than one, whom party or presumption had cast 
. upon that sea of troubles without the needful bal- 
last or the necessary rudder, looking about them 
vrith the same fearful and helpless apprehensim, 
as a navigator in the Chinese sea, when he eyes 
the lurid calm in one point of the horizon, wluch 
tells him that, ere the minute-glass can be turned, 
the typhoon shall come in its gale of destruction 
from another — you would perceive some smalt 
man grinning and twittering, as little birds do 
when within charming-distance of rattlc-anakes«- 
conscious of danger, yet de[uived of ev<n the 
means of self-protection, and courting destruction 
with the most piteous and frantic imbecility— 
you woold perceive a slender antagonist . clutching 
the back of tSie bench with quivering talons, lest 
the coming tempest should sweep him away — or 
you would sec the portly and appropriate figuie of 
Ae representative of the quorum of some fat 
county, delving both his fists into the cushion, 
fully resolved, that if a mauof his weigWC should 
be blown out of the House, he would yet secure 
his seat by carrying it along with him. 
It comes 1— the words, which were so low and 
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tnjattered, become so loud, that the speaker abso- 
lutely drowns the cheering of his own party; 
and after he has peeled some helpless offender to 
the bone, and tossed about his mangled remains 
through all the modes and forms of speech, die 
body of the orator, being subdued and beaten 
down by the ener©' of tiis own mind— an energy 
which you can neither help fecfing, nor succeed in 
describing — sinks down, giving the House leisure 
and breath to cheer, and leaving you utterly con- 
founded. 

At the determination of such a display as this, 
you would be apt to imagine that the business of 
the House would find at once its climax and its 
close — that no man could be found who would be 
able to shake the- reasonings, remove the impres- 
sion, and heal the wounds that have been inflicted 
in the course of this display. But in this, as id 
many other of your anticipations respecting this 
unique and wonderful assembly, you are mistaken ; 
for there is in the House power sufficient to gloss 
over or turn in a direction somewhat different, if 
not to answer, those arguments ; others can stir the 
passions, though not so deeply, at least more delight- 
fully { and others can cut, if not with so heavy a 
weapon, at least with one as keen and much more 
polished. George Canning — you would call him 
the Right Hon. George Canning, did he not make 
you feel that he is in himself somethiag more 
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noble, more honourable, and more deserving to be 
honoured, than any thing which can descend by 
inheritance, be granted by patent, or conferred by 
office — has been listening alt the while, ntit only as 
one who perfectly undarstood the speech, but as 
one who felt conscious of his own ability to reply 
to it. There is not a man living, whose appearance 
is calculated to put you in better humour with of- 
ficial men, with Parliamentary orators, with Eng- 
lishmen, with mankind in general, or even (saving 
perchance a tinge of envy) with yourself, than this 
same amiable, elegant, eloquent, and as the event 
has proved, liberal and truly English Secretarj-. 
N'o man's appearance can be more prepossessing 
than that of Mr. Canning. You do not, indeed, at 
once give him your heart, as you do the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer — whose beai'ing is modesty, and 
whose look is candour itself ; neither do you yield 
up your mind to him as you do to the calm, pro- 
found, and searching philosophy of Huskissoo : 
but taking him upon the whole, as he looks and 
as he acts, whether as a man or as an orator, he is 
more agreeable, more delightful than they. With- 
out having a single trace of pedantry, or foppeiy, 
or affectation about him, Mr. Canning has more 
of the real art of the orator than any man in the 
House. In the range of his powers, and in depth 
of knowledge, more especially on philosophical sub- 
jects, he is inferior to Brougham ; but to all those 
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qualities which are calculated to dazzle and to win 
an enlightened audience, he is decidedly superior. 
Canning's head is about the finest that you can 
meet with. It does not, to be sure, indicate diat 
depth or that power which are indicated by sodm 
others ; but there is so much symtaetry and grace, 
BO perfect a balance of all its faculties, and so 
total an absence of eyery thing harsh, or mean, or 
vulgar, that if he were not a very able man, the 
anticipation is so great that his speeches would 
appear to be fables. But his manner, and, general^ 
speaking, his matter, are every way worthy of the 
Staoary (so to speak) of his eloquence. His voice 
is not 80 tremendously loud when elevated, neither 
can it sink into the curious under-tone which seems 
peculiar to Brougham ; but it is deep and musical, 
end accords with his open and manly expression ; 
and though his action be somewhat more thealrical 
thaa it would be safe for inferior men to under- 
take, yet no man knows better how to suit the 
action to the word. The language which Mr. Can- 
nit^ employs is exceedingly showy ; and his stj'le, 
though never tiresome, is very elaborate. One can- 
not pronounce that he is the most, acute and dose 
of logicians ; but be is generally so clear, and always 
so specious, that one follows him with pleasure. But 
though he succeeds well in the establishment 6f -his 
own positions, his forte obviously lies in sacking 
and demoHshtng those of his antagonists. He does 
Bb2 
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this with a wit and a sprightlineas which are truly 
Horatian ; and when he leta loose the arrows of his 
wit against any peraonage, that personage must 
have previously got far into your esteem, if he do 
not, the while, appear an object of ridicule. This 
poignant, and apparently playful wit, is a more 
proTokiDg, and occasionally a more powerful 
weapon, than even the invective of Brougham.— 
Brougham, too, can deal in irony, but his irony al- 
ways goes s'o deep, that you are more disposed to 
dislike or to pity the object, than to laugh at him ; 
while the most bitter things that are uttered t^ 
the Secretary, are uttered with such perfect good- 
nature, and in a manner altogether so gentleman- 
like, that none of that pity which " melts tht^soul 
to love" can ever be felt. Even Brougham him- 
self, protected as he is by the impenetrable mail of 
his own gravity, and daqgerous as it is to provoke 
him, lest he should fasteu his iron claws upon the 
aggressor when he dreams not of it, Canning oc- 
casionally so completely foils or confounds by the 
very dexterous use of this lighter weapon, that he 
finds it expedient to bottle up his vengeance and 
abide his time : no doubt, when that time comes, 
it is a time of bitter retribution for the Secretary ; 
and what with the actual violence of the thrusts, 
and 'the palpable, and it may be praiseworthy, sen- 
sibility of the Secretary, there have been times when 
he has been worked into a height of passion, and a 
forgetfulnesa not only of official but of Pariiameat- 
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1 »ry decorum, which would have exposed an infe- 
I rior man-to a very reasonable share of condemna- 
tion. There is that, however, about Mr. Canning, 
which redeems all those little lapses, and which, in 
spite of that jealousy and persecution to which all 
truly great men, not firmly rooted in party or con- 
nexion, are exposed, renders every additional vi- 
gorous display of his oratory a higher step in the 
f Udder of public usefulness and public approbation. 
Those two members of the Senate, and each of • 
them must be admitted to be, in fact, the chief and 
the leader of his party, are remarkable instaoces 
of the triumph of their talent over not only the 
common attributes of illustrious ancestry, lofty con- 
I nexion, and great wealth, but over a larger mass 
, of gratuitous obloquy and party abuse than was, 
I perhaps, ever discharged at men of the same abili- 
ties, and, were it any part of my vocation, I would 
i»y at once, of the same integrity and the same 
consistency. If the state of human society were 
immutable— if the same legislation and the same 
measure, whether of freedom or of restraint, were 
applicable to that society in all its stages— an un- 
deviating adherence to the very same set of prin- 
ciples, and a constant recommendation of the same- 
unvarying practices, would be the best of political 
consistency : but there is a gradual change among 
men ; so that they who would so frame their poli- 
tics as to promote the best interests of socie^, must 
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adapt them to that change. It is not meant hence 
to be argued, that a poliucian should shift with 
every wind of the times, and adopt by turns the 
thousand opinions which various parties and in- 
dividuals—from folly, from wisdom, from interest, 
from disinterestedness, from love of change, from , 
desire of improvement — are contint^lly propagat- i 
ing i because to do this would be to deprive bimaelf I 
both of the power and the means of correct judg- j 
mcnt and proper action : but still, before a poliucian j 
can cleave to that which is best, he must look abroad ' 
and see what alterations have been taking place in ; 
the general opinions and general practices of society. I 
This however is a part of the subject (or, in as far 
as I am concerned, a part net of the subject) which | 
it would be a wtirk equally ungrateful and unavail- ' 
ing to discuss ; for it would not be easy to convince , 
those who have seen meet to attack either of the 
above eminent persons, that they themselves have 
been io the wrong, and that that incoDsisteDcy, of 
which they complain so much, has been but a cloud ; 
of their vision, arising from a spot of cataract upon 
th«ir own eye». When a man has said or written 
any thing angrily, it makes a very plain and pal- 
pable truth very hard to be demonstrated to hU 
satisfaction, and - 

"He that '» convinced igainat hU win, ! 

b of bU awA opinion still." 

Wiuving then the coDdemaingy as well as the plea 
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of justification, of those by whom the thing has been 
Oone, it deserves to be stated as a curious fact, that 
the two iDdividuals who are at the head of the two 
great parties in St. Stephen's, have been alike the 
victims of jealousy from their own parties, and of 
attack, not to say misrepresentation, from the op- 
posite ones. 

Brougham and Canning have, as I have hinted, 
both been the architects of their own fortunes ; and, 
in their progress towards that elevation which they 
now hold, they have often been compelled to make 
the b'ri(;ks of those buildings without straw. Each 
of them started as a literary man, and sought 
place — if, indeed, they did seek place, and place 
did not seek them— not by fawning upon and bend- 
ing to those in power— not by offering themselves 
in the humble capacity of hc\^ers of wood or draw- 
ers of water tothe ptditical priests and Levites of 
the time, but by declaring, each, in his particular 
path, that intellect was his idol — an idol of which no ' 
consideration would make him forego the worship. 

Canning, who came first into play, came at a 
time when the arrows of the adverse parly, shot 
keen and pointed, were sticking all ovar the flesh of 
those in power; and it was because the juvenile 
sallies of this brilljaut personage- took away the 
smart of these, and turned the public attention to 
them, that he was first decidedly brought into no- 
tice. At that time it is plain that his own party, or 
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rather the party which he assisted, knew nothing ot 
the better substratum of his character which those 
glittering qualities concealed. They did not know 
that the maD who was flapping the buzzing flies of 
pretended patriotism all over the world, had i\m 
Same of genuine liberty warmly cherished in hisi 
own breast — they did not know that he who, ia 
those days contented himself, with a smart epigram 
or a sparkling song, would be the man who should' 
be, if not solely yet mainly, instrumental in bring- 
ing England out of that gall of bitterness inic^ 
which untoward times and unfortunate connexior,:, 
had plunged her. They did not know these thingd 
and to those who looked cboUy and closely into ih.| 
subject, it was further evident that they regardeJ 
the genius which they courted, as an instrume'i 
which would be somewhat dangerous in the viu 
There was, and it continued for a consideratj 
time, a disposition to consider Mr. Canning n 
engaged rather than associated — as one who was ;j 
be used, rather than one who was to be trustt.i 
they saw and felt from the beginning, that he b.i 
an eye which would not be closed, and tbey tJ 
upon a few occasions, and feared in many mo:] 
that he had a tongue which would not remain ^j 
lent — that, in short, his love of oSice, even 5upp:| 
ing that he had that love, was not a love of t 
mere connexion or reward of office, but a love 
the very highest honour that office can afford 
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standing in the foremost place, and st&ndiDg there 
in his own strength. 

But while those feelings of inferiority, those little 
twitches of envy, which though they embody the 
thing itself, are yet all too meek for assuming its 
name— those apprehensions lest he should stick a 
javelin in something which they considered very 
sacred, carry" a light into some corner which they 
diought and which they wished to be perfectly 
snug, and clap the cap and bells upon something 
which they had felt disposed to venerate as the owl 
of wisdom itself— while these, and many others 
which I qccd not mention, were behind the right 
hononrable gentleman, quietly andcautiously stretch* 
ing out their little hands, if not to pull him back, at 
least to keep himat the same easy jogging pace 
with themselves— they upon the other side were 
hurling against his face every word of the vocabu- 
lary which was more harsh in sound and more hate- 
nil in sense than another. As these dealers in the 
focabulary knew less of the real character and the 
-real talenjts of Mr. Canning than the others, and as 
' *eir anger was up and the glory of their party at 
: itake, they wire, perhaps, less to be blamed; but 
) nill the whole political conduct of the man, as it 
I'-ias developed itself since he could act unfettered, 
■ iiight read to those who deal in political vitupera- 
irSon a very wholesome lesson of caution. The 
I nreot has shown that the view which he took, if not 
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BO apecioas to rant and decU'im atiout,-b!u been 
taken in as profound a knowledge of the state of 
society, and with, to say the least of it, as advan- ' 
tagcous a bearing upon the happinesi of mankind. 
Furthermore, it turns out that the man vho, if we \ 
had believed them, was ready to sacrifice every | 
thing for office, and ready to do every work, pro- 
vided he were paid for it, was more determined in 
his opinioBs and more sensitive in his honour than 
any oF themselves ; and even they need not be told , 
that the man, who again and again goes out of of- ' 
fice For the sake of his principles, stands hr higher 
than those who, even for the sake of their grinciples, 
never could get in. If one were to coscede the , 
premises, and to admit that there is lomathing cor- 
nipting in the very nature of office, and something . 
pure and patriotic in the nature of opposition, then 
it follows, that a saint upon the Treatury-benches 
is thrice as immaculate as a saint upon Ac other 
aide of the House. If a man has never been in the 
way of temptation, nobody knom whether he could 
hold fast his integrity or not ; but if he have so 
been, and so held fast, then ihe case is proved and 
the judgment is recorded. 

That such is the situation of Mr. Qaming, no 
man will deny ; and every maa musf aee, th^Aj too- 
sidcring the jetlousy and misr^n^sentatiwi through 
which he has worked his way, nothing but the most 
undaunted spirit, and the most implicit confidence 
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in ilia ttwa Btrangth, could have sup^iOTted hiin> 
That he is either the moit profound cr the most 
laborious mut of his time, nobody will assert; bat 
it U long since England had, for any length of timq, 
m Minister better cnkuleited for winning the appro- 
bation of the people at home, or ^pporting Uts 
character of the nation in the gmeral polities of the 
world. That he cnme into«fBce at the time thatliQ 
did, has been productive of no inconsiderable ad* 
Taatages ; for, considering the then aspect of affairs, 
it is probable that, had England been. too forward 
to declare herself on the sida of either the oae of 
the other of the then scowling parties, the eBergias 
which are aow so pleasantly and so profitably em- 
ployed in taking oflT the shackles of commerce, 
might have been demanded for less agreeable avo* 
~ cations. 

The part which Brougham has had to act, has not 
developed the same povrera or put the same princi- 
ples to the test, as have been sbtfwn and tried in the 
case of Canning ; but He, too, has risen to the first 
place upon the aide which he has chosen in the 
House, against much direct abuse on the one hand, 
and not a litUe coldness upon the other. His op* 
ponents have asserted, and his friends have dread- 
ed, that the summit of his fame was won, and that 
he could not long support even the height to which 
he had arrived i but he continues to rise ; even wilh 
tiie disadvanuge of a most laborious profeaaion, and 
Vol. Iv-C c 
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a profeaaioa which, in general, is not supposed to be 
over-iikvourable to the more generous principles of 
human nature, or to the hij^er departments of elo- 
quence. 

Indeed, whether you look at the one or at the 
odier, you arrive at this very agreeable concluaioa 
—that the time when the highest offices— highest in 
point of difficulty-^in England, would be filled by 
those who depended upon connexion rather than 
ability, has gone by— or at least, that if die nominal 
office may be still so held, the real and efficient scr- 
vice devolves upon those who are the best quali^cd 
for doing it. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS t. 

" That ltu» House do dow Biljourn : — As in«ny u are of tlut . 
opinion, Biyqge; those of ■ eoiitrwy opiuion, b»j no. — Say age. 
—Say no. — I think the ai/ei have it," 

Tiu Speakss. 

£v£N after the vehemence and force thai pre- 
ceded i{, you are compelled to listen to the Secre- 
tary i and the more so, perhaps, on account of the 
great contrast which he forms to him, the edge of 
whose eloquence he has to turn. Even here there 
is a frankness and a candour, which either you did 
not perceive, or which tUd not exist in the other.— 
There is a ready admission, or even an admiration, 
of the powers of his antagonist. He who feels that 
his own talents are the foundation of his strength, 
is the best able to appreciate and the most forward 
to respect talent in others ; and, if you have a turn 
for such observation, you may perhaps observe, or 
fancy you ^serve, the indication of a lingering wish, 
something like " would that he too were on our part." 
But the small and the smitten ones had, during the 
danger, looked toward the Secretary for protection, 
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and he must cover them with his shining ihield. He 
does this, however, not so miich by disproving what 
has been advanced on the other side, as by winning 
your admiratioD for himself. What he says is bo 
classical in its structure, so melodious in its sound, 
and so spangled over with the choicest wit, that you 
bave little disposition, and not much time, to think 
of the material of which it is coiBposed. Whatever 
may happen to be your own political opinions, you 
cannot help feeling the glow of satisfaction and plea- 
sure that runs through the whole House ; and if your 
■elf-possession be not all the greater, it is probable, 
that while the roll* of reiterated cheering follow the 
eloquent Secretary,you may detect aaolitary" bear!** 
dropping from your own lips. 

The display of such choice eloquence, and the in- 
vigorating influence of so much manlioeBS and 
apirit, come upon the House like the breathing upon 
the dry bones in the valley of poetic vision ; a 
soul is created within the thickest ribs, thought be- 
ipns to germinate in the moat unproductive heads, 
and those mouths which opou ordinary occasions 
content themselves with the more every-day func- 
tion of taking in, now show unusual symptoms of 
pving out. The Secretary has barely resumed his 
seat, ere a hundred heads are nodding above the 
opposite benches ; but the signal has been given, 
the quesiion-men have come to their posts, theanx- 
ioua speakers have no altcnuiive but to deliver 
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themsdves in a dream— or, which is the Bfttae 
thing, dream that they deliver themselves. The 
(clamour you would call it, if it were not a Parlia- 
mcntaty,' and therefore a constitutional sound) 
determinattoQ to bear no more new argument upon 
the question (and upon the part of some that is para- 
mount to hearing no argument at all-rthere being 
members present now, and crying lustily for the 
question, whom you did not observe when it was 
CDunciaied, or while it was discussed), is loud and 
persevering— so loud and so persevering, that the 
Speaker, finding that his solemn call to order is not 
heard, leaves the vociferation of one to stun that of 
another. 

When the whole corps of volunteers has been 
To^tedi'lhe veteran by whon> the original attack 
was led ot^, returns to the charge ; and, as his right 
to reply is a right which not •ven the desire of 
supper is allowed to interfere w'th, he stands for a 
few minutes in silent command of the tranquillized 
House. After a few handsomely formed but 
harshly delivered sentences, he sees meet to witl> 
draw his motion without a division ; and the ar- 
duous fight, whi-:h is thus apt to strike you as very 
much resembling a sham one, ends in afevde-jote 
of general peace. Tbe cheer is deafening in sound 
and explosive in efficiency, for the thronging mem- 
bers could not leave the House with greater rapidity, 
although they were actually discharged from the 
Cg3 
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CMinon's mouth. The evacuation of the Gallnjr is 
M rapid and as complete : and tbHs ends the Keld 
day in St. Stephen's. You are apt to retire among 
ib* rest t but bang anxious to see it all, 70U linger 
in the lobbj ; and as the door-keepers show no 
symptonu either of ihuniag the portals or quitting 
their charge*, you ask whtr^r the burincM of &e 
House be over, aod are astonished, at being told 
lliat it is not yet begun, aotwithstaodiDg all that yo« 
IiAve witntsscd and heard. 

l7p«D this you return ; and as you again approach 
Ae Oallcry-door, yea hear a nuttering of voices 
ivithin the House. You eater ; but it ia difficult to 
bring yourself to a belief that it is the same place. 
That which was crewhile so nimidtuoUB is now 50 
Cabn and so quiet, and that which was so wedged 
viA an anxious crowd, is now so casftty, or so very 
nearly empty, thai it is long before you can bring 
younelf to believe that the real business of the na- 
lioD is g<nag nt^— that ihov few peaceable person- 
ages are engaged in discussing and aeitling that 
which is really of much more consequence than the 
stock-question, which called forth so much and 
■o splendid eloquence ; 1 s^ty the " stock -question," 
because it struck me, and if you bad wonderad 
with as much patient delight at the eloquenct: of 
Parliament as I have done, it must have struck 
you, that many questions are, or at least, very rc- 
MBtly were, brought ftnward, not with any h<^ w 
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even any intention of being carried, bttt merely to 
enable the more splendid-tpeeking men to make 
proclamation of their creed »nd their capacity : and 
I have heanl Tories thunder away against all man- 
ner of change, and Whigt against the inRuence of 
the CrovA and the comiptioit of the Minister, 
just as totat paraons, wh«n th« veils of sermoniz- 
ing begin to run a til^ dry, Ut fty at his Satanic 
MajtstfM-not bacmisc ^ey have any personal ins- 
lice or hatred toward the devil, or even a thorough 
abb<HTcnce tA all his wdrks { but merely because id 
tile mean time they knew. Bot exactly what else to 
say. Those atoclt-questions com« ioto fashion un' 
^cr a peculiar 'state of the political atmosphere— 
that state when it is neither too stormy nor too calm, 
but when it is changing from Ae forner to the lat- 
ter. When there is a real storm, those noisy spirits 
«an ride upon and direct it ; but they have too 
much ardoDr (or the quietude of ordinary busmess ; 
and ito-when they see matters verging to that, 
they try to raise anew the tempests which they 
Ubour'to direct. Like the shrine-malcera of Ephe- 
BUB, they dread lest the gain of their craft should 
depart from them ; and so they go about puffing 
with their bellows, and clinking with tTieir ham- 
mers, in order that, if dicy be unemployed, they 
shall not be forgotten. - , 

When you again enter, the stock -quest! on and 
the bsmmennen have all vani^ed ; and the Utter 
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we probably fighting over again, in White's or in 
Brooks's, the battles of the night, while their 
thronging audience have gone to their clubs and 
coteries. You now take your seat in whatever 
part of the Gallery you please, and though there, 
be no remarkable elevation of voice — though the 
speakers now be addressing each other, rather 
than discharging themselves at the newspapers, you 
can distinctly hear every word that is spoken ; and 
really, if you be more a lover and a judge of settse 
than of sound, you will haply be more edified, 
though doubtless * not so much delighted, with 
the tranquil work, than you were with the noisy 
play. • . . - - 

That man of plain but pleasing aspect, whose 
very look is persuasion, upon whose features there 
sita a continual watchman to unravel every thing 
like either guile or obscurity, whose eye, is so>clear 
and so soft, that you would at once pronounce that 
he never was angry in his life, and who seems so 
anxious that every word should be perfectly under- 
stood by all who hear him, is the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; and that harsh and arrogant per- 
sonage upon the other hand of the' Speaker, who is 
conducting himself as if the whole were addressed 
to him, and to hioa alone, is Mr. Baring. 

Close by the Chancellor you may observe the 
glorious Gothic head of his most profound coadju- 
tor, Huskiason. It is a plun head, and small labour 
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•f the barber has been bestowed upon the outside. I 
know not whether Mr. Huskiason be a phrenolo- 
^st : though I should rather imagine that he knows 
the whim and laughs at it : but certainly he seems 
to stand less in awe of phrenological criticism, than 
any member of the House, who cpuld, if he chose, 
comftiand sofiicient pilosity for a screen ; for his hair, 
instead of being tangled and terrible as a lion's mane, 
like that of the Honourable Christopher H. Hutchin- 
son, or twined into lady-like ringlets like that of 
Mr. Lambton, is cropped as close as that of a 
ploughboy. This circumstance increases the size 
of his fece,, especially his forehead, and gives hinir 
when the' light does not fall ao as to bring out the 
acute linca and wonderful indications of depth upon . 
it, an air which you would be apt to call common- 
place, if not heavy. Oppo^te to Mr, Huaklsson ap- 
pears the square and solid front of Joseph Hume, 
ivhich though it exceed that of Huskisson in breadth, 
imd in the force with which the features come out, 
is for inferior in depth. Although from BaringV 
manner and air you would conclude that the whole 
speech is addressed to him, yet Hume nods ever 
and anon, as much as though he said, " I taught or 
put you in mind of that." You can see at once 
that Hume is no conjuror in theoretical politics ; 
but {}(;' is remarkable for a certain stern, steady, and 
usefiil commodity, which his countrymen caW^mp- 
tioTiy and for whieh Englishmen can be in no way 
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remarkable, as they have not a name for it lo their 
language. 

You do Dot now see the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer tQ the greatest advantage ; but still, from 
what you do see of him, you can form at least an 
approximate estimate of bis character. Mild aod 
pre posses sing, candid and diffident, as he ap{«ars, 
soft and persuasive as ts his voice, and simple and 
natural as is his style, you can at once discover 
that Mr. Robinson is a man of very great abilities 
and very great information, and that he uses these 
with a judgment which is not merely nice and 
delicate, but altogcdier admirable. If, however, 
you had the good fortune to bear him when his 
duty requires that he should go into the whole prin- 
ciples and the whole details of British finance, I 
apprehend that you would be both more astonished 
and more delighted with his perfect candour and 
absolute clearness, than with the sounding periods 
of those who sacrifice the reason of the matter a 
little to the rhetoric. If you had heard him when 
he made his first financial statement — when he first 
let the House and the public know the extent and 
the liberality of his views, most assuredly you 
would have accounted it !in intellectual treat of the 
very choicest description. Previous to that display, 
he had been well respected as a man, and reckoned 
a clear and logical speaker'; but it was not till that 
day that he took his station so high in the rank of 
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enl!gbtene(l and liberal statesmeo. Political and 
physical circumutanctrs conspired against him : his 
predecessor, though tolerably intelligible when one 
could hear him, was minute to absoluie tediouaness, 
so that you entirely lost the one part of his state- 
ment before you could get the other ; white his 
voice was ao feeble and his articulation so un- 
manageable, that he left you very frequently to 
your own guesses. By these means, financial state- 
ments, which are but dry and arithmeiical matters 
at the best, were rendered altogether unpalatable, 
unless to a few official calculators upon the one side 
of the House, and a few men of multiplicatian upon 
the other. There wus thus nothing in the subject 
itself with which the new Chancellor had to grap- 
j)le, thjt Vas at all calculated to prepossess the 
wisdom of Parliament is his favour. On the other 
hand, the whole-^what shall I call it of the Op- 
position stood opfen mouthed to devour the inex- 
perienced servant of the public. Hume looked 
absolute bronze, with a face as solemn and as still 
as though it had been the abacus of an ancient as- 
trologer, ready powdered with sand for drawing a 
horoscope, and casting the nativity, not of a com- 
mon finance minister, but of Euclid or Arqhimcdcs 
himstlf. Baring put on an expression, for which 
there is not an adequate name either in English ot 
in any other single language, hut at which some 
may haply guess^ when I say " lUe gimovif airox" 
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Tiernc^ exhibited that causticity of visage wfaldt is 
peculiar to himself. 

*■ And £d not spare to «hoT his p'lquM 
AK>init th' hirMi^cr's politics. 
With mMii remarks of leering faeo^ 
And ■nnotmtions of gi 



Ricardo (for the House had not lost Ricardo then) 
looked a> sharp as a needle ; and indeed there was 
not upon the opposition benches a nfan who knew 
all or any of the common rules of arithmetic, that 
did Dotf by some indication or other, give evidence 
that the new Chaacellor would be foiled either by 
his own modesty or by the difficulty of the stibject, 
and' that thus a new gap would be made id the 
Ministry, ^hich it was not absolutely impossible 
one after their ways might be noninated to*fill up. 
Id addition to this adv«rsity of succeasioB and of 
opposition, the ChaQcellor had to struggle with 
something which was far more sevd-e — his health 
was exceedingly delicate, and he appeared so to have 
laboured at bringing his varied and voluminous 
materials iDto the compass erf an intelligible speech, 
as that be had no strength remaining for the uttei^ 
ance of it. 

Still, weak and exhausted, watched aad winked at, 
as be Was, he shrunk not from his duty ^ but%fter 
some pre^tory sentences, admirably calculated for 
winning attcntioQ lind disarming oppositioa, ha 
began his sutcmwit; and thu sutMHot wm» m 
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firmfy/ouaded'in priDciplea. which no maQ could 
dislike, put together with auch exquisite and yet so 
modeat skiU, and exhibited in bo very unpfttendtng 
B oianner, that thongh exhaustioD forted him to 
pau^e Id the middle of it, it procured one of die 
proudest and most complete triumphs that ever 
clearness ' and candour won is the Senate-houae. 
Ti:f rney let down all the sarcastic angulari^ea of hi$ > 
visage, and shrewd calculator as he is himself, lean> 
ed forward to listen, and smiled approbtittoia.:-^sucH' 
effect does talent produce upon talent, however 
party or accident may separate the B|iCaker ^d the 
spectator ! Hume was overwheltned with wonder, 
and fumbled in vain among; his own bundle. of pa- 
pers for apy thing analogous, to that which he w 
bearing. E.veo Baring seemed pleased ; and that, 
with flie subsequent exhibitiona-'of the same nature, 
have indi^ced turn, and those who, like him, are 
deep-reMl in the mysteries of old Cocker, to be 
somewhat mot^ .civil in their looks, and a good deal 
more guarded in their language. 

Mr. Baring, whom you find catechising Mr. Ho> 
binsoof or making a commentary upon his speech 
much in the way and to the purpose of the " Com- 
mentntoTB," is an acute and firm, though by no 
meu^ a gainly personage. Mr. Baring is highly 
interesting to you, inasmuch as he is not only the 
chief and representative, but the express image, of a ' 
very numerous and very important clasa of peraoiw 

Voi. I.— Dd 



t.Mi.i-Got.iglc 



30S BABTtiiail 

— BfitiA w a t i Ouutu — thdacMcn «lio,ic»£ngcliicf> 
ij ID one country, ytX infiuencc hj tfa^ direct in- 
terfereoces, and still more bf Ac catMcqncnces of 
their coauBcnnl U'mwm liona, tbc whole, ex- ncart^ 
tlic wfaolc paMic tmnortions of die avilized world. 
Mr. BoviDg u a nercbaot ; and histcad of fearing or 
•coroing to confcas as much in ParliaiMnt, be stowb 
it witfa a Banfincas tint does him hcmoor, diou^ 
MHnctuncs whfa as anogance by which that bononr 
is a little ataiiicd. Having the wbok of the Ready 
Reckoner and the Universal Cambist, together with 
CuatomJioiue Tariff and Price Current of aU na- 
tions at his finger ends, he in one instant lays his 
finger upon the 'very item which he wants ; and 
while he is tfans perfect in the knowledge, and ready 
in the managcmcDt of details, he is by no means 
deficient in at least one department of general prin- 
ciples. About the intellectual pan of politics — that 
which calls forth the finer Acuities of the human 
head, and touches the sweeter strings of the human 
heart— Hr. Baring seems to know and to care very 
little ; and perhaps, although it be true that com- 
merce has been, and is, the great civilizer and 
nnoother of society, it may also be true, and I 
rather think it is true, that it has a tendency to 
blunt, in the man who gives up to it all his time 
and all his soul, not only his own feelings, but his 
regard for the feelings of others. The habitual prac- 
tice of valuiog eveiy thing — of putting its weight 
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in the sc dies and its worth id the Day-boolc, natu- 
rally brings the devoted merchant to disregard all 
those qualities, both of things and of men, of which - 
the weight cannot be physically ascertained and the 
value numerically taken. Upon this theory one 
may explain all the perfections, and also all the im- 
perfections, of Mr. Baring s character. No man in 
the House of Commons knows better the value of 
money, and how and where that money ought to be 
laid out — no man is a better bargainer, as it were; 
but at the same time he seems' iiicapaMe of appre- 
ciating those more sublime principles, to which men 
of more elevated minds, more lively imaginations, 
and more ardent passions, will always reckon the 
practice of commerce to he inferior.— There is a 
something, too, in the air and manner of Mr. Bar- 
ing, which puts you very much in mind of a suc> 
cessful trader, when he is in the act of doffing the 
plebeian and hoping to put on the Peer — of a West- 
end emigrant, when he is remembering to forget 
" Change-alley" and " Capel-court." At least you 
find or fancy abouthim, the budding germs of an aris- 
tocracy, which is not the aristocracy of mere wealth, 
and which shows all the freshness of that which is 
newly from the irons. 

Mr. Huskisson, who, with a very careless and 
clumsy air, rises to say a few words in reply t» Mr. 
Baring, is altogether the most difficult character to 
manage in the whole House. There is nothing in 
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his appearance, his manners, or his speaking, upon 
which you can hitch even the lightest descriptive 
figure; and if it were possible to disembody sheer 
political intellect, and leave it without any of the 
trappings of ornament, that would he the nearest 
approach to a likeness of this most plain hut pro- 
found member of St. Stephen^s. Mr. Husfcisson's 
bearing is remarkably shrewd and firm ; and though 
he deals not much either in irony or in declamation 
— and the less that he deals in them the better — he 
occasionally sends forth a look, while some preten- 
der is uttering a little truism with oracular gravity, 
which is more cutting and corrective than any 
commentary in words. He is very unassuming, 
but with all so self-possessed and so decided, that 
you do not need to be told that he has examined, 
with the eye of a true philosopher, all the bearings 
of every subject that comes before the House. His 
voice is against him, for it is feeble without soft- 
ness, and he gains nothing either by show or 
by fluency of language ; but still the impression 
which he leaves upon your mind is, that he has 
more expansion and depth of intellect, and more 
range and inflexibility of purpose, than any man 
within the same walls. Brougham, notwithstand- 
ing all his power, is sometimes at fault; Can- 
ning errs in spite of all his elegance ; Burdett (and 
it is a pity that you ao seldom have a chance of 
hearing him) occasionally nods ; and the clear- 
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Bess of Robinson occasionally, though very rarely, 
runs a little shallow j but Huskisson is ever the 
same, and when you think that he changes, he 
only goes deeper into the subject than you can see 
after him. There have, indeed, been some in- 
stances in which Huskisson hiinsetf, notwithstand- 
ing all his depth and all his caution, has contrived 
to render himself incomprehensible, and to show to 
the House and the public, either that he did not 
understand the subject, or (rather) that he could 
not get the line of his politics to apply to it. I 
have heard him upon the Corn Laws, and perhaps 
upon one or two other points, endeavouring to ar- 
gue against principles which he admitted, upon the 
ground of expediency ; but in these attempts he 
succeeded so ill, that he has as little temptation as 
he appears to have desire to follow any other than 
the straight forward course. ,^ 

The routine, the roar, and the business, are over, 
and you come to the concluding scene of the great 
drama. The splendid men have retired, the men 
of business follow, and all that remain are a few 
gleaners upotl the shorn field. Mr. Peter Moore 
and Mr. Fysshe Palmer now have their turn, and 
shine in the south-east like Castor and Pollux, 
while they hold high converse with some sages on 
the oppoiite benches, of whom you cannot learn 
even the names. The last leaf of autumn, the last 
flicker of an expiring taper, the last particle of 
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